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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

WELCOME TO PREMIERS.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before opening the busi-
ness of the House this afternoon I draw
the attention of members to the presence
of two Premiers on the floor of the House,
our own Premier, back from the Eastern
States, and the Hon. R. Cosgrove, Premier
of Tasmania. I extend & warm welcome to
them both to our Assembly.

QUESTIONS. .

TRAMWAYS REVENUE.
As to Effect of Increased Fares.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Transport;

(1) What are the amounts of the average
daily receipts of the Tramways Depart-
" ment for each of the four weeks ended the
20th August this year?

{2) What were the amounts for the com-
‘parable period last year?

{3) For the purpose of equating the two
sets of figures, what allowance has to be
made to provide for the increased fares now
operating
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The MINISTER replied:

£ s d
1,446 14 3
1480 3 O
1,537 12 8
1,543 17 9
1281 7 6
1684 5 &

(1) Week
Week
Week
Week

(2) Week

ended 30/7/1949
ended 6/8/1949
ended 13/8/1949
ended 20/8/1949
ended 31/7/1948
Week ended 7/8/1948
Week ended 1%/8/1948 1641 2 10
Week ended 21/8/1948 1,592 6 7
{3) Increased fares commenced on the
1st Auvgust, 1948, therefore, the difference
in average daily receipts for the weeks
ended the 31st July, 1948, and the 30th
July, 1949, approximating £165, would re-
present mainly the then daily inerease of
the new fare schedules.

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES.
As to Grade Promotions.

Mr. MeCULLOCH asked the' Minister
for Railways: '

(1) What is the policy of the Railway
Department insofar as promotion in grade
is concerned to permanent employees of
the W.A.G.R. working under the conditions
of the existing W.A.A.S. of R.E. Award?

(2) Is he aware {as reported in the
*‘Kalgoorlic Miner’’ newspaper of Tues-
day, the 23rd instant) that at a recent meet-
ing of the Xalgoorlie branch of the
W.A.A.S. of Railway Employees strong ex-
eeption was taken to the aetion of the Rail-
way Department in appointing two persons
to fill vacancies at the Kalgoorlie Railway
Station refreshment rooms who were not
previously members of the W.AARB. of
Railway Employees?

(3) As the appointments previously re-
ferred to are considered by the umion con-
cerned to be a superior grade to many
other avoeations in the Railway Depart-
ment under the jurisdietion of the union,
will he review the position as to future
appointments ¥

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The poliey is to observe the provi-
sions of the promotions clanse of the
Award, also those of the Promotions Ap-
peal Act, which provides for a vacaney for
any position classified above the basic wage
to be advertised.

(2) The W.A.A.S. of R.E. Union made
a complaint regarding a position of store-
man af Kalgoorlie Refreshment Rooms
being filled without being advertised.
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{3) The vacant position of storeman wan
of necessity temporarily filled pending the
vaeancy being advertised in the usnal man
ner which has since been done. No ap
pointment has yet been made. The othe:
position is elassified at basic rate and does
not involve promotien in grade.

REGIONAL COUNCILS.

As to Implementing Premigrs’ Conference
Plan.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Premier:

(1) Is it a fact that at the 1945 Premiers’
Conference a plan was approved to divide
each State into regional areas for planned
development

(2) Was this proposal supported "and
adopted by the Western Australian Govern-
ment?

(3) Was any agreement reached at that
Conference that legislation would be intro-
duced in the State Parliaments to give the
proposed regional greas power to function
between the State (Government and loecal
authorities?

(4) Is it the intention of the Government
to proceed with the proposals approved at
that conference and if so has any action
been taken in this directiont

(5) What action if any has been {aken?

(6) As the Moore Regiona] Council, which
comprises the road beard distriets of Dan-
daragan, Moora, Victoria Plaing, Dowerin,
Goomalling, Wongan-Ballidu and Koorda
and which has been in existence for the past
two years, has suggested official recognition
from the Government, is it intended to com-
ply with this request?

(7} Is he aware that the Moore Regional
Council has already carried out, without any
Government assistance whatsoever, valuable
research work in connection with the devel-
opment of the south coastal area of the
State?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) The general principle of regional
planning was approved.

(2) Yes.
(3) No. ~
(4) Answered by (3).

[ASSEMBLY.]

{5) The State has been divided into re-
gional gsreas and certain information has
been supplied to the Director of Regional
Planring, Depariment of Post-War Recon-
struction Canberra,

{6} This matter is now receiving consider-
ation.

(7) I shall be glad to receive information
regarding the results of this work.

COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS.
Azto Government 4 ppointments,

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Premier:

(1) How meny Commissions honorary or
otherwise have been appointed by the
MecLarty-Watts Government since April,
1947¢ ’

(2) How many boards have been ap-
pointed in the same period?

(3) What was the subject matter of in-
quiry by such Commissions or hoards?

{4) Has a woman been a member of any
Commissions or boards?

(5) If so, on what Commissiong or boards
has a woman been appointed as a member?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) Nine Royal Commissions.

(2) From records readily available, there
were 14 Statutory Boards, Commissions, ete.
either newly constituted or re-constituted in
accordance with amending legislation. Ex-
haunstive inquiries throughout Government
Departments would be necessary to ensure
that the list is eomplete,

(3) Royal Commissions—

(a) Management, working and control
of the W.A. Government Rail-
ways.

(b) Workers' Compensation.

(c) Betting.

(d) Financial snd economic position of
Milk Industry

(e) Activities of the State Housmg
Commission.

{f) Municipal Boundaries.

(g) Administration of the Police Force.

(h} Fishing Industry in W.A. (hon-
orary).

(i) Supply and distribution of Bran
and Pollard (honorary).
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Statutory Boards, Commissions ete.—
(a) State Housing Commission.
(b) Metropolitan Mitk Board.

(¢) Children’s Court.

(d) Prices Control Advisory Commit-
tee.

{e) Railways Commissioners.
{£) Workers’ Compensation Board.

(g} State Visnal Education Advisory
Committee.

(h) Charitable
Commitiee.
(1} Third Party Premiums Committee.
(3) Motor Vehicles Insurance Trust.
(k) Hairdressers Registration Board.

(1) W.A. Apple and Pear Marketing
Board.

(m} Appraisement Comm1ttee,
and Leather Industries. .

(n) Poultry Industry Trust Fund Com-
mittee.
{4) Yes.
- (6) (a) Royal Commission on Betting.
{b) State Housing Commission.

(¢) State Visnal Education Advisory
Committee.

{d) Charitable Collections Advisory
Committee,

(e) Children’s Court Bench—panel
of three women.

() Hairdressers Registration Board
—two women members.

Collections Advisory

Hide

STATE BASIC WAGE.
As to Items for Food, Clothing, etc.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) What are the individual items com-
prising respectively the food, clothing renf
and miseellaneons sections of the State basie
wage?

(2) What is the quaniity of each such
item?

{(3) What iz the present fiancial allow-
ance made for each item of the basic wage
for the metropolitan area?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) and (2) Detailed information setting
out the 160 items comprising the regimen
for Retail Price Indexes, the Method of
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Tabulation and notes on their applieation to
basic wage variations, is contained in the
Commonwealth Labour Report, 1847 (No.
36), on pages 10 to 17 and 32 to 37. Copy
is available for perusal at the Government.
Statistician’s office.

(3) The separate amounts for the ele-
ments which make up the eurrent State basie
wage for the metropolitan area are:—

£ 8 d.

Food and groceries .. 210 ¢

Clothing .. .. 116 8
Miscellaneous  household

expendifure 10 3

Rent 1 0 1

6 7

Loading .. . . 6 2

Total £613 2

It should be noted that the loading of
6s. 2d. is the eurrent equivalent of the Ss.
Interim Basie Wage “loading” which came
into operation on the 26th February, 1947,
This amount was not apportioned by the:
Court o {he geveral item: groups.

PRICES CONTROL.
(a) ds to Validity of State Legislation.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Attorney General: _

In view of the decision of a court in the-
Eastern States, as reported in the Press
this morning, regarding the validity of
State legislation to control prices, has the
Minister any information to give to the
House?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

There is no doubt about the validity of
State legislation relating to prices. I have
not the full context of the report but I
understand that the objection raised is a
technical one which relies on the faet that
when New South Wales took over the Com-
monwealth regulations then in existence
there is & possibility they may have ceased’
to operate a short time previously,

(b) As to Overcharges, Kalgoorlie.

Mr. OLIVER (without notlce) asked the
Attorney (eneral:

(1) Is he aware that, although the price
of sausage meat is fixed at 8d. per lb. at
Kalgoorlie, it is being sold at 1z per lb.,.
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and that while the price of sausages is
fixed at 11d. per lb. these are being sold

at Kalgoorlie at 1s. 3d. per lb., also that

all other meats are being sold at Kalgoor-
lie at prices far in excess of the fixed prices?

(2) Wil he inform the House of any
action he will take to enforce the fixed
price?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

I am not aware of the information given
to the House by the hon. member, but if
he is personally acquainted with the faeis
T would appreciate it if he would give me
the names of the persons coneerned and the
ocegsions on which the excess prices were
charged, when I will see that action is taken
aceordingly.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Lieensing Act Amendment (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Council, -
2, Petrolenm Act Amendment.
Passed.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
1t had agreed to the amendments made by
the Assembly subjeet to further amend-
ments, now considered.

In Committee,
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill -
No. 1—Clanse 3, new paragraph {d):—
Add after the words “per centum” the words
“of the whole.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Com-
mittee will reczll that the member for North-
East Fremantle moved fo sirike out para-
graph (d) of the Bill as introduced with
a view to inserting a new paragraph pro-
viding that not less than ninety per centum
shall be prime and second oats, the latter
being held on a 1.5 millimetre sieve. That
amendment was aceepted by this Chamber
and the Bill returned to another place, which
decided to clarify the provision by inserting
after the words “per centum"” the words “of
the whole” 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed fo.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 2—Delete the word “seconds’ and sub-
stitute the word ‘‘grade.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Council’s argument is that the word
“seconds™ is unsuitable, beeause on the pro-
doction side of the industry grain classed
as “seconds” is grain that passes through a
sieve while it is being graded. A similar
expression is used in the cattle industry
and in the fruit industry. I suggest that
we agree to the amendment, in view of the
foet that the greater portion of the amend-
ments moved by the member for North-East
Fremantle has been accepted. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have not.the
slightest intention of being difficult ahout
the amendment, if the Minister is satisfied.
However, my advice is that the word “grade”
is definitely misleading to the trade. I am
told that it refers to a number of degrees,
such as first, second and third grade. 1
understand that some farmers might feel re-
sentful about the use of the term “seconds,”
as it might snggest some inferiority and
that is probably the reason for the opposi-
tion in another place. For instance, in iha
dairying industry there are various grades
of butter, choice grade, then first and so co.
The amendment is one on which I think the
members of the Legislative Couneil are not
as wel} informed as they might be. I took
the trouble to ascertain what the desire is
in this matter, and I am assured on very
good authority that the word “grade” used
in this particular would be misleading. After
all, the standard heing sought is a depart
mental standard which is now bzing lixed by

_Act of Parliament, and we are deciding

that words shall be used to describe that
standard. There will be two types of oats,
There will be prime oats and other oats
which are not prime.

]

What shall we call those other oats? That
is the question. The Legislative Council
wants to call them grade oats. Does that
mean first, second or third grade? The term
conveys nothing. If we refer to a percenfage
as prime oats, we can ecall the remainder
something else. I have suggested calling
them seconds, but as that appears to give
the impression that the oats are of an in-
ferior type, I have no ohjection to calling
them firsts, so that there would be a total
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of 90 per cent.. of prime oats, and then
firsts. If, however, the Minister wants to
agree to what the Legislative Couneil thinks,
he can have his way. We should make an
Act which is the best possible, and include
in it terms that we believe are the correct
ones. I do not agree that “‘grade” is the
correct term to use here. Tt will be con-
fused with graded, which is a different mat-
ter altogether. These will not be graded
oats.

The Minister for Lands: Only to the ex-
tent that they have passed over a 1.5 mm.
sieve.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is so, but
they will not be graded oats which are re-
cognised as being the best. Many people
will believe that the term refers to graded
oats. I suggest that the Minister should not
accept the amendment. I will go so far as
to agree that the use of the word “seconds”
might give umbrage to the primary pro-
ducers who feel that the term is, to some
extent, depreciating the value of the pro-
duct. We could get over that by ealling
the oats “firsis.”

Mr. ACKLAND: The amendment moved
by the member for North-East Fremantle,
when this was before us previously, was,
in principle, very good. I think we would
be making a mistake if we used the word
‘iseconds’’ because in the trade, in respeet
of all grain, the word ‘‘seconds’’ is looked
upon as denoting something inferior. The
harvesting machinery is provided with a
screen which is used to take cut all the
inferior, cracked and small stuff known
as ‘‘seconds.”’ I think that the alteration
of the word ‘‘grade’’ meets the posttion.
I hope the Committee will agree to the
amendment. '

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil,

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
4

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. MecDonald—West Perth) [4.56] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
relates to the qualifications regquired of a
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man who is to aect as manager of a eoal-
mine, Seetion 19 of the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Aect, 1946, provides that every mine,
which in this Aet means every coalmine,
shall be under a manager who shall have
the control, management and direction of
the thine, and all the machinery ahd plant
used in connection therewith, In the same
section we find the following:—

A vperson shall not be qualified to be a
manager of a mine unless he is for the time
being registered as the holder of a first class
certificate under this Act.

In order to find out what that qualification
means, it is neeessary to turn to Sectiond
40 and 41 of the A¢t. Section 40 provides
for the constitution and appointment of
& board of examiners, and Section 41 speci-
fies the three descriptions of certificates
of competency under the Aet. The ope
with which we are concerned is the first-
clags certificate of competency, that is to
say, a certificate of fitness to be a manager.
Other certificates of competency can he
granted under the Act, and they relate to
the discharge of functions in eonnection
with coalmines which are less responsible
than the duties of a manager. Under the
Act a manager must hold a first-class certi-
ficate of competency by examination as set
out in the Act. Section 41 goes on to say—

No person shall be entitled to a certificate
under this Act unless he shall have had prae-
tical underground experience in coal mines for
at least five years, such practical experience
to include at least twelve months at or in the
coal face as cither a miner or a shift man.
The amending Bill now ‘before the Hpuse
is intended to facilitate the transfer of
managers of goldmines, in particnlar, teo
the menagement of coalmines and to pro-
vide that where a person is qualified to be
the manager of a goldmine, he will not need
to serve that period of five years under-
ground which is required for a certificate of
competency under the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Aet.

Mr. May: Do’ you think there is any
similarity?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think there is and I will have a word or
two to say about that later on. The result
will be that where a person once acquires
a certificate of competency which would en-
title him to manage a goldmine, then in-
stead of serving five years underground to
qualify him to manage a coalmine, he needs
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only 12 months underground at & coalmine
to get a certificate of competency as a coal-
mine manager. In order to see the extent
of the qualifications of a manager of a gold-
mine, in particular, we need to turn to the
relevant Act which is the Mines Regulation
Aect, 1946, Under that Aect, by Section 24,
& mine has to be under the control of a
manager, and the word “mine” under the
Act, refers not only io goldmines. The de-
finition states—

*¢Mine’’ means a place within a mining dis-

triet where any operation for the purpose of
obtaining any metal or mineral has been or ia
being carried on, or where the products of any
such place ars bemg treated or dealt with or
where explosives are being used.
A mine under the Mines Regulation Act
must be in the charge of a manager. In
order to find ount the qualification of a
manager, it is necessary to turn to the re-
gulations made under the Aet, commencing
with Regulations 29 and 30. Those two
regulations under the Mines Regulation Aect,
1946, refer to the constitution of the hoard
of examiners. That board consists of the
State Mining Engineer, or his deputy, as
chairman; the Director of the School of
Mines, Western Australia; the Senior Ib-
spector of Mines nnd a certified mine
manager under the Act, nominated by the
Chamber of Mines.

The duties of the board are set out in
Regulation 30, and in Regulation 31 we are
given the qualifieationg necessary to obtain
a cerfificate of competency as the manager
of o mine under the Mines Regulation Act.
Every applicant for 2 mine manager’s cer-
tificate shall produce to the hoard of
examiners evidence that he has reached the
age of 25 years and that he has had practi-
cal experience in or about a mine for at
least five years. At least three years of
that period shall have been general under-
ground mining experience. The regulation
goes on to say that where the applicant is
the holder of certain qualifieations, namely
a diploma of mining from the School of
Mines of Wegtern Australia, the degree of
Racehelor of Engineering in mining in any
Australinn Tniversity, or qualifications con-
sidered by the Brard of Examiners to be
equal to those qualifications, them his total
experience on the mines ean be three years
and his urderground experience two years.

Mr. May: Who is the coalmines’ repre-.

sentative on that board?

[ASSEMBLY.]

[

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
Act, as I understand it, does not apply to
coalmines, The coalmines have their own
particular Coal Mines Regulation Act and
the Mines Regulation Act, which applies
to mines generally, does not apply to any
coalmine within the meaning of the Coal
Mines Regulation Act, 1948, except as ex-
pressly provided. That is to say, it may
be taken that in general a coalmine does
not come under the Mines Regulation Aet,
1946, but a coslmine has itz own special
Act, namely, the Coal Mines Regulation
Act, 1046.

It will be seen, therefore, that a mine
manager under the Mines Regulation Act,
1946, who would, in general, in this State
be the manager of a goldmine, must have
bad at least five years' experience in or
about a mine and at least three years’ prac-
tical experience underground in the mine.
Further, Regulation 33 under the Mines
Regulation Act, 1946, sets out the subjects
in which a mine manager must prove to
the board of examiners that he is qualified.
I think it ean be said, from an examina-
tion of the gualifications required under the
Mines Regulation Aet, 1946, that the mana-
ger of a goldmine, or a mine other than a
coalmine, is required to possess a very high
standard of professional krowledge and ex-
perience, Without having an exaet per-
sonal knowledge of eonditions in the mining
industry, I would say, looking at the two
Acts—one applying to mining generally and
the other applying to coalmining—that a
higher degree of knowledge is required in
the casc of mines generally than is required
in the ease of coalmines.

Difficulty has been .experienced in oh-
taining men who have the required certi-
fieate of competeney under the Coal Mines
Regulation Act to he managers of coal-
mines. They are needed on the Collie fleld,,
but it has heen difficult to obtain them
and attempts to secure qualified men from
the Eastern States, I am informed, have
met with little suceess. Tt has been con-
sidered that an effort might be made to
ohtain qualified men from Great Britain
hut this is not altogether favoured becanse,
if we could obtain men who are experienced
in Western Australian conditions, then it
will be preferable from the point of view
of the coalmining mduqtry It is com-
sidered that where a man is qualified as a
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mine manager under the Mines Regulation
Aect,—for example the manager of a gold-
mine, and to obtain that qualifieation has
had the underground experience which is
obligatary before he could be so qualified
—it is unnecessary to make him do an-
other five years underground in & ¢oalmine,
if it desired that he be transferred to be-
come the manager of a coalmine.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what they
do with doctors when they come out here
from the Old Couniry.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That,
perhaps, is another story.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a similar story.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
There might be something said about that.

Mr. May: The same principle is involved.

\

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If it
is suggested that it is not necessary for
doetors, once having qualified, again to
undergo a second period of training to
qualify them here, then that argument
might be applied to the case we are at
presenf examining. If we are to facilitate,
or give opportunity to men who are quali-
fied managers of other mines to transfer
. to the coalfields and become managers of
coalmines, then we are going to leave a
very real obstacle in their way if we com-
pel them to spend five years underground
in a coalmine in addition to the experienee
they have had in, say, a goldmine.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do you know whether
there are any miners in Collie who eould
be classified as potential mine managers?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: My
advice is that it has been diffienlt to obtain
men who possess, or are prepared to under-
take, the necessary training.

Mr. May: Do yon know the reason why?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
cannot say that I do.

Mr. May: There are no facilifies at
Collie such as they have on the Goldfields.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
may be a feature—

Mr. May: That is the solntion.

The MINISTER TFOR HOUSING:
—and it may be of some importance. It
may be rectified and, if necessary, I hope
it will be in the course of time. However,
in the meantime we need to attract people
who are qualified and able o do the job
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in order to meet the vacancies in the man-
agement of mines which apparently exist on
the Collie field today. There is an oppor-
tunity of getting good men, say from the
Goldfields, who are already qualified to be
managers of goldmines, if we reduce the
pericd of underground service required by
the Coal Mines Regulation Aect, and say
that it will be sufficient if they serve 12
months underground in a cohlmine hefore
they obtain their certificates as managers

of eoalmines,

If this Bill is passed, in addition to serv-
ing 12 months underground in a coalmine,
the man who seeks to qualify as a coslmine
manager also has to pass the examinations
prescribed under the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Aet. Assuming that the Bill is passed,
then the man who will manage a coalmine,
by virtue of this amendment, will first of
8ll have had five years’ experience in a gold-
mine, for example—three years will have
been underground—and he will have passed
all the gxaminations to gualify him to be
the manager of a goldmine. Then he will
have to come to Collie and serve 12 months
underground in a eocalmine and pass the
examinations for a coalmine manager as pre-
scribed by the Coal Mines Regulation Act.
8o, by that time—

Hon. A. H. Panton: He will be getting
old and decrepit.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
—under this amendment, he will be a very
experienced man. I should say he would be
far more experienced than a man who has
done no more than secure his qualifieation
under the Coal Mines Regulation Act and
whose experience has heen confined to coal-
mines. I believe that a specific case has
occurred—the member for Collie may have
direet knowledge of it—in which a man
who has the qualifications enabling him to
manage a goldmine would be available to
undertake the management of a coalmine,
were it not for the fact that he would have
to go below in a coalmine and serve five
years underground and pass the requisite
examination hefore he would be allowed to
manage & coalmine.

Mr, May: Have you the name of the
goldmine from which he came?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: He
had been employed previonsly, I am in-
formed, as undérground manager for Kal-
goorlie Enterprise Mines Lid.
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Mr. May: That is ‘‘ The Road to Burma’’
mine.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
do not personally know the name,

Mr. May: I understand that is the name
applied to it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
am not in a position to contradict the hon.
member, What I suggest to the House is
that the amendment ineluded in the Bill
is reasonable, and it would be of advantage
to the coalmining industry if the services
of a highly qualified man from the gold-
mining industry could be mede available, if
he were prepared to transfer to the former.
We will never get the servieces of such
men if we compel them to go inlo & coal-
mine and spend five years underground,
on top of the underground experience they
have already gained in conpeetion with
their prior gualifications.
terests of the coalmining industry to
secure the services of men with the neces-
sary skill and experience to take responsible
posts in that industry, and therefore it
would be well served if the amendment
were agreed to. I believe the amendment
has the approval of the Depariment of
Mines as something that would tend to
facilitate the securing of men of the right
type and experience to take charge of eoal-
mines here, when such services are needed.

There is one other point I would make.
Section 41 of the Coal Mines Regulation
Act requires that a person, to be certfifi-
cated as a cozlmine manager, must have
had previous underground experience in a
coalmine for at least five years, which
period must include 12 monihs at or in
the coal face as a miner or shift man. 1
have some doubt whether the Bill ag drafted

would not compel a man who desired to.

transfer from the goldmining industry to
-apend 12 months underground at the cosl
face as o miner or shiftman. That is nof
intended. If on examination it should
prove neeessary, I may ask members when
the Bill is dealt with in Committee to make
that clear. The intention is that instead
of serving five years underground the man
whe holds a certificate of competency as
a manager of a goldmine can qualify to
hold a similar certificate in a eoalmine. if
he has served 12 months nnderground in a
w<oalmine. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

It is in the in-,

[ASSEMBLY.]

On motion by Hon, F. J. S. Wise, debate
adjourned.

BILL—FIBRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Couneil without

*

Returned from the
amendment,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1949-50.
In Committes of Supply,

Debate resumed from the 25th August
on the Treasurer’s Finanecial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Perkins
in the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £3,524:

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [5.21): 1In
presenting his Budget to the Committee,
the Treasurer not only emphasised the dif-
fieulties of the situation but brought into
relief the faet that the budgetary position
of the State is still deteriorating, It has
to be borne in mind that the war years
brought taxation, both dire¢t and indirect,
up to a high level, likewise produnction eosts
and a number of associated factord® all of
which induced increases in wages and prices
generally, with their inevitable repercus-
sions on the problems confronting State
Treasurers. On more than one oceasion in
this House, and I believe at Premiers® Con/
ferences, the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion made pointed references to the trend
in State finanees and the vital need for
some adjustment in the Commonwealth-

‘State financial relationships.

This problem with its increasing impact
upon the effective discharge of Govern-
ment responsibility to the State, ealls,
I believe, for some definite steps towards
the devising of a plan to adjust the present
untenable position that confronts the Pre-
miers of all States in the Commonwealth-
State financial set-up, but in no State so
mu¢h, perhaps, as in this undeveloped and
vast State of ours. I consider it is entirely
unsatisfactory for a Treasurer in a State
like Western Australia with its vast re-
sources awaiting development, to have to
depend upon what are, after all, virtually
nothing but Commonwealth hand-outs. It
is true that this State has received special
consideratipn at the hand of the Grants
Commission and it is also fortunate that Mr.
J. J. Kenneally has been for somes time a



memhber of that body. I have reason to
believe, from references in reports that have
been issued during the last year or two,
that he has brought to bear in the delibera-
tions of that body his very wide and inti-
mate knowledge of the needs of this State.

I recall that in the period referred to as
the 30’s, when we experienced a measore of
financial panic and there was much want
and hardship, the balancing of the budget
became a fetish of importanee with Govern-
ments. Ags a measure towards greater sta-
bility the State Premiers were expected to
balance their budgets. It will be remembered
that the Prime Minister of the day conferred
with State Premiers and what has becoms
known as the Premiers’ Plan was evolved.
The Premiers were told that they eould not
afford to continue spending as they had
been and contracting new liabilities. In
other words they were told they would have
to square their accounts. While this pro-
cess went on, the economiecs of the com-
munity were almost halted. s

The ranks of the unemployed grew
thronghout Australia, and various forms of
public and other relief had to be established
in the interests of thousands of families
throughout the Commonwealth who were
dependent upon some type of dole for their
actual snstenance. Then came the war when
we were told that to gain the victory we
must, as a nation, spend on an unprece-
dented seale and without any regard to
budgetary solvency. We all realised that
this was not only desirable but imperative
in order to preserve our way of life. I
suggest that now we have entered what may
be regarded as a new era of post-war
finance, it is a period when we are called
upon to display sanity in ereating debt and
repayment plans designed to develop the’
resources of the State, but without any
-other reservations. For this State that par-
ticular need is absolufely wital. Amongst
other things, we must build up to increase
our population eapacity as a first contribu-
tion towards making this part of Australia,
in common with the rest of. the Common-
wealth, safe from possible menace at the
hands of coloured races in their teeming
millions te the north of the continent.

We muost therefore not confuse spending
with wasting, for wastage of any kind in
that respeet will be totally unjustified. The
«call today is for courage, wisdom and bold-
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ness in State expenditure. In this connee-
tion members will agree with me that count-
less large and suceessful enterprises in Aus-
tralia have been established and extended
on what we know in commercial praciice as
the overdraft system, the only condition
laid down being that the expenditure in-
volved was econcmically sound.

Before making some general comments in
connection with our transport system, I de-
sire to refer to a matter raised in this Cham-
ber by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle regarding the validity of the con-
stitution of the present Transport Board.
It will be remembered that that hon. mem-
ber produced and read to the Hounse in full
a very lengthy but definite opinion by a
well known King’s Counsellor of this State.
The substance of his opinion was in direct
opposition to that which had been submitted
to members from the Treasury bench re-
specting the validity of the appointments
made.

As far as I am personally concerned, I
would say it would be very unfortunate, if
not indeed positively alarming, if we have
reached the stage when the long-standing
and aceepted practice of aceepting rulings
given by the Crown Law officers is to be
set aside; and, the position will be even
more serious than that if it is found, as
alleged in this instance, that such opinions
are not based upon correct premises.

In view of the faet that a considerable
number of decisions—I am not in a posi-~
tion to say how many—have been made
since the appoiniment of the present mem-
bers of the board, it is highly desirable, if
not imperative, that the Government should
clarify its position; because if the opinion
given the other evening by the hon. mem-
ber ecan be substantiated by other similar
opinions, the Government may well find
itself confronted with all sorts of litiga-
tion which could easily involve a consider-
able amount of money. So it seems that
the Minister might well consider having thia
matter definitely cleared up through the
appropriate  channel, and ascertaining
whether on the snbmission of this opinion
by the K.Cs. to whom I have referred, there
has been some error of judgment within the
department. If that is so, no time should be
lost by the Government in introducing
whatever validating legislation is necessary
in order safely and soundly to elarify the
position.



1536

A good deal of publicity has been given
recently to what has been generally termed
regional and city planning. My impres-
sion, gained from association with loeal
government activities in the metropolitan
area, is that much attention has already
been given to these problems. I am led
to that impression by the faet that I my-
self have snbmitted a number of matters
that have some direct bearing upon aspects
of regional planning, and I discovered that
there were, in fact, certain principles defi-
nitely established in commection with such
planning. I believe I am right in saying
that the Town Planning Board has given
a considerable amount of thought to the
problem and has laid down, if not definite,
certainly tentative plans in relation to these
matters. The time is opportune for the
Government, to convene a conference of all
interested bodies to discnss frankly and
fully this important question of ¢ity and
metropolitan developments, so as to ensure
a co-ordinated and rational plan to provide
for the inevitable development that will
take place in the not teo distant future.

This objective cannot be sueccessfully
achieved, nor can any useful purpose be
served by a eontinuance of the Press con-
troversy that has been taking place in re-
cent weeks. The vital imporiance of town
planning to the whole community should
be recognised by the Government’s giving
consideration to enlarging the technical
staff of the Town Planning Board. There
again I am led to that coneclusion because
of some assoeiation I have had with the
hoard in loeal government and on other
levels. T know that the board, apart from
its major obligations, performs a tremen-
dous amount of good serviece to local auth-
orities and others, and sll this has been
done_with what I consider is a tfotally in-
adequate staff. I think the Government,
having regard to the importance of town
planning and matters associated with it,
might well give consideration to enlarging
the personnel of that department in order
that it might be completely equipped to
deal with the great progress 1 think will
oceur in the next few years. It has to be
remembered that not only are the town
planning activities of importance in the
metropolitan area, but the tremendous de-
velopment of the outer portions of the

“ing activities.
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State will make heavy demands om the
technical resources and advice of this par-
ticular office.

Some reference has been made in the
Press recently "to ecity traffic congestion,
and I cannot help thinking, coming as I
do almost daily over the Beaufort-street
bridge, just what a ghastly position is de-
veloping there. It is common for vehicular
traffie to be held up for an inordinate
length of time, leading not only to annoy-
ance to the people but to a serious economic
loss to the community. I know the prob-
lem is one that has presented itself to
other cities abroad; but, unlike us, they
have set about devising means of lessening
congestion and its attendant economie
loss. The Minister will probably tell me
that thera are other points at which traffie
proeeeding to and from the northern part
of the metropolitan area ean cross the rail-
way. But I would remind him that it is a
usual experience for motor vehicles—and
indeed any sort of vehicles—to stand at
level crossings for a considerable time be-
fore being able fo pass over, on aceconnt
of the fact that the railway service
caters not only for the metropolitan rail- |
way traffic but for the bulk of the Goldlields
and country traffic as well,

It is deplorable to think that the only
readily aeccessible crossing for people
travelling to and from the northern por-
tions of the metropoliten area is the Beau-
fort-street bridge.. And &ll that I have
said in relation to the delays and the eco-
nomi¢ loss associated with the Beaufort-

‘street bridge, pays no regard to the great

potential danger, which I suggest is inereas-
ing every day, to those pedestrians whe
necessarily cross the bridge to cateh various
trams and busses proceeding northwards. T
bope the Minister will take some early steps
to investigate the position and see that some
alleviation takes plaee in connection with
this inecreasingly difficult situation.

I feel that I might at this stage make
some referemce to two bus services which
run out to and through portions of the
district I have the honour to represent. I
shall refer flrst to what is known as the
No. 18 or the Beaufort-street tram service
which, as members will recall, was extended
some years ago to what is now known as
Bedford Park, where the Minister for Hons-
ing is in the course of expanding his build-
Indeed, I think there are
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‘something - like 500 homes there already.
Quite apart from the fact that the serviece
is totally inadequate for the requirements
of the distriet, there are two other aspects
that have to be borne in mind. The first
is that there are the Bulwer-street and Wal-
cott-street tram services that have to be
looped off this particular line.

Then there is the inereasing density of
other forms of traffic along this street; and
the sum total is that the No. 18 tram service
is absolutely and utterly inadequate for
even present demands; and the rate at which
buildings are being erected and the increas-
ing population of the Bedford Park distriet,
at which the terminus of the No. 18 route
is situated, demand that a more flexible
type of service should be provided. "I would
not like to dogmatise as to whether we should

"have a trolleybus service or diesel or some
other t¥pe of busses; but unquestionably the
stage has been reached when the tram ser-
vice is being deserted by people who prefer
to walk some distance to eatch, on the one
hand the bus service conducted by the Rail-
way Department—incidentally thereby over-
loading it and-:creating a disadvantage for
the people for whom it was directly instituted
—or, on the other hand, the bus service run
by private enterprise,

I would turn now to what we term the
No. 34 tram service, which passes through
East Perth and serves Maylands and a very
small portion of the Bayswater territory.
That is what is commmonly termed a single-
track line and has a considerable number
9f loops, with the result that on account of,
the increase in population all along the
toute, people are finding the service inade-
guate. I would be surprised to know that
the line is paying. It is certainly not giving
the service to which the distriet iz entitled.
I know the Minister and his department have
been investigating the matter for a consider-
able time. T might even sugpest there is a
definite feeling in the Minister's mind that
something should be done in this connection
as early as possible. I mention the matter
in order that the Minister may ¥mow that
the resentment of the people in that area
is increasing and I feel justified in asking
the CGlovernment to exhibit expedition in
rectifying the sitnation that exists there.

Viewing transport in the light of the
State’s economy, I think the Government
should effect the closest possible relation-
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ship and c¢o-ordination between all forms
of transport and Government policy, by
the establishment of an authority fully
representative of all the interests involved.
Such a body could provide full co-ordina-
tion and planning of transportation in thig
State. It would be futile to claim that
our {ransport services are not at present
due for complete overhaul, and in the
interests of all concerned the task of re-
organisation should be undertaken as early
as possible. The need for modernisation
of our trensport systems should be real-
ised, and there should be some planping in
order to permit each branch of transport
to function economically and as an integral
part of the whole system. To give effect
to such a policy, it might be necessary to
pass legislation to allow for the proper
development and effective administration
of our transport on a State-wide scale,

All who have given thought to this prob-
lemm and its economic history in Western
Ausiralia must recogmise the need for
a complete overhaul of our existing trans-
port system. Probably the most urgent
need today is in connection with our rail-
ways. We have a greater mileage of rail-
wny per head of population than has any
other State in Australia, and there is an
interest bill of over £1,000,000 yearly,
which has a very serious impact on the
State’s financial structure. There is no
sign of any éarly improvement in the posi-
tion. Development of both the Goldfelds
and the country areas years ago was mada
possible mainly by railway services, and
it is evident that there was an element of
pioneering and a degree of political adven-
ture in regard to some of the lines laid
down in those days. Those responsible
doubtless believed that the impetus given
to the development of the State would
prove the construection of those lines
nltimately to be financially sound, but the
whole sitnation has changed materially
with the advent of the varioms forms of
molor transport, all of which bave hecome
serions competitors of our railways and
other State transport serviees.

The most recent and formidable eom-
petitor in this sphere is the airways ser-
vices, Not only are they taking an
increasing share of the passenger, mails
and pareels traffic from the railways, but
also reeent happenings in this State sug-
gest that they are likely seriomsly to
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invade the heavy freight transport field.
Because of the part they sre playing in
the deterioration of the financial position
of our railways, none of these factors can
be ignored. The present State Transport
Co-ordination Aet was largely intended, I
imagine, to preserve the financial stability
of the railways by providing for the con-
trol of rail transport in the matter of
routes and the eclassification and nature of
the freight to be earried by various
operators, While the railways will eon-
tinue to be a most important part of our
transport activities, and the present Act
has given some protection to them, despite
that the financial drift of that department
contjnues. Jn the light of present-day
developments of transport it must be real-
ised that both road and air services have
an econonic purpose to fulfil in this State.
They cannot be restrained merely beeause
they constitute a disadvantage in the
matter of railway finance. The Govern-
ment has shown some recognition of this
faet in the establishment of its own bus
services in varions country areas, and there
are indications that further services of
that nature are to be inaugurated in the
near future.

I think it was the member for Northam
who, some weeks ago, asked a question re-
lating to bus services, and the answer given
lends colour to the snggestion that the Gov-
ernment recognises the need to seek publie
patronage for the busses in order to halt
the deterioration in the finanecial position
of the Railway Department. Like any
other business concern, transport, if it is
to maintain its position and solvency, must
be prepared to meet modern econditions.
The present Transport Board has done a
good job in difficult cireumstances, ' but
recent changes in transport methods lead
mé to believe that the time is now oppor-
tune for a complete re-alignment of our
approach to this important problem. If
transport is to make its maximum eontri-
bution {o the ecomomic welfare of this
State, it is essential that all transport
organisations should take their place as
part of a complete system, each entity
operating in the avenue of its greatest
economic importance. It is necessary to
set up a body to formulate an up-to-date
transport policy. On that board or com-
mittee should be represented directly all
those vitally interested in transport, but
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I think it should be an advisory body.
The importance of transport in our
economy is such as fo demand the closest
possible relationship between private and
Government transport, particularly in
matters of policy. TUnder the present set-
up, I doubt whether any Government
policy regarding transport can be made to
function satisfactorily. If the .course I
have suggested were followed, it would
then be up to the Government to decide
what authorising legislation, if any, should
be introduced.

I wish now to bring before the Minister
& matter that I and the local authority .
with which I am associated have raised
with the Railway Department on a nom-
ber of occasions. I refer to the Caledonian-
avenue railway crossing. I said during a
deputation, on one occasion, that it
appeared to me that thers was someone in
the Railway Department who felt that,

-until a major accident ococurred at the

erossing, there was no need for anything
to be done. I did not make that statement
in a personal sense, but it is a remarkable
coineidence that at npearly all the dan-
gerous erossings protection has been pro-
vided only after a tragedy has odeurred.
‘While it was admitted recenily by the
Railway Department that there was need
for something to be done at the Cale-
donian-avenne crossing, it was said to be
difficult o provide protection owing to the
shunting base there,

This week an old and highly respected
eitizen of Maylands, Mrs. Kenny, met with
an accident at that crossing, as. a result of
which she died today. It is a deplorable
state of affairs when such crossings are left
unprotected. Surely human life should be
valued above the cost involved in making
the necessary improvements at crossings.
For a number of wyears I have done =all
within my power to impress on those
responsible, both departmentally and min-
isterially, the absolute urgency of the
installation of some protective device af
the Caledonian-avenune crossing. Now that
there has been a fatal accident at that
crossing, I hope somebody somewhere in
the Railway Department will take action
to prevent a repetition of such a tragedy.

For a considerable time I have been con-
cerned at the large number of State ecivil
servants that have left to join either the
Commonwealth Public Serviece or privaie
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enterprise. I know personally two men,
highly qualified in their own spheres of
activity, who have left the State service
owing to increased inducements offered them
_in the Commonweslth Public Service and
private enterprise. This matter might well
be considered by the Governmeni because,
in times when competition for the services
of highly qualified men is so keen, surely
we should strive to conserve the staffs that
we already have. The loss of men of the
kind I have in mind may have serious re-
percussions on the efficiency of this State’s
public activities generally. This is a mat-
ter that might well be -discussed with the
Commonwealth Government ai ministerial
level.

The Premier: It has been diseussed at
Premiers’ Conferences.

Mr. SHEARN: Whatever may have been
the outecome of those discussions, it has
not prevented us losing highly qualified
staff, and I think the time now opportune
for an investigation into the conditions of
_ our Public Service as compared with that of
the Commonwealth and with conditions in
private employment. If either the Common-
wealth Government or private enterprise can
offer better conditions, it is about time the
Government of this State did something to
rectify the position. So I hope some def-
nite aetion will be taken at an early date.
When the departmental Estimates are dis-
cussed T propose to make some comments on
educational matters. However, there is
one aspect I wish to refer to at this stagg
and that is that there has been consider-
able diseussion recently on the decentralisa-
. tion of our educational facilities. 1 there-
fore take this opportunity to ask the Gov-
ernment, if it has not already done so, to
give earnest consideration to the estab-
lishment of a high school in the Inglewood
area where I suggest it would ecater for the
large poplation living in that distriet em-
bracing Mt. Hawthorn, Maylands, North
Perth, Bayswater and Inglewood.

I know that the Government has a block
of land available in the last named suburb
and thought has been given to the subject for
some time, but I am not sure that the Min-
ister has any definite plan in mind. I
would earnestly snggest to the Minister
that he should give immediate considera-
tion to this matter by having an investiga-
tion made by his departmental officials;
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that is, of course, if no move bhas already
been made. The area I have mentioned
will be suitable for the establishment of a
high school and the demand will warrant
its earnest eonsideration. I have no more
to say on the general Estimates at this
stage and will reserve my remarks on other
matters until the appropriate time arrives.

MR. YATES (Canning) (6..2]: I am ex-
tremely pleased that the Premier is back with
us tonight and that he has fully recovered
from his trip to the Eastern States—

Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: You will get on!

Mr. TATES: —beeause the subject I am
about to deal with will interest him greatly
as the Minister for the North-West. I trust
also that the members who represent that
area will find some merit in the proposal
I am about to bring before this Committee,
Quife a lof has been said in this House in
the past couple of years eoncerning the drift
from the North-West areas and from other
agricultoral places to the eoast. It is ad-
mitted that the North has been a great prob-
lem to this Government and past State Gov-
ernments mainly beeause it covers such a
vast territory and is so far removed from
the seat of government. Those Administra-
tions have found it very difficult to influence
not only business people but those with the
gpirit of pioneering to go into those far-
flung places and make a future for them-
selves.

The scheme I am about to put before the
Committee affects to some degree the immi-
gration policy of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. By that I mean that immigrants
entering this country—a certain nnmber at
any rate—will have a hand in this venture.
The scheme T have in mind is one whereby
a certain area of the North-West in the
vieinity of the Fitzroy Crossing could be
taken over by the State Government or, if
necessary, in conjunction with the Common-
wealth Government; the basic idea being to
grow food for stock tg earry them over the
dry winter months. The type of food I
suggest should be grown would be ensilage
and hay, the basic stock foods. The crops
snitable to the area would he maize, sorghum,
mjl.ets, oats and lucerne. Peanuts could be
grown also as a secondary industry, if one
might eall it that. I further suggest that



1540

blocks of land in 20,000-aere lots shonld
be set aside for the people who are to settle
in this district.

The whole of the land would be farmed
by power farming, which is done guite well
not ooly in other States of the Common-
wealth but in other countries of the world.
Two men with a tractor and equipment
such as cultivators, ete. conld cultivate 2,000
acregs annuelly. My plan is to resume, in
that area of the Fitzroy Crossing, 1,000,000
acres and to put a quarter of that under
cultivation each year. The idea is to have
erop rotation, which is necessary in any
type of farming, and I point out that all
such crops could be grown there withont
the assistanee of irrigation. The land in-
tended to be resumed would be the pastoral
leases of the Jubilee Downs and Narrima
Pastoral Company, the Margaret Downs
Pastoral Company which has an area of
750,733 acres, the Chrishmas Creek Pastoral
Compuny, 863,866 acres, and the Cherrabun
Pastoral Company, 592,910 acres.
my idea that all this land held by the
various companies should be resumed; only
s small portion would be taken from each.

I consider that it is a retrograde step to
reserve these very large holdings to the
various companies; it does not tend to en-
courage the right type of person to settle
in that area. 'We have been unable to plaee
people on land under long lease with lease-
holders having such vast territories such as
these under their econtrbl. The area I have
mentioned is shown on land map No.
129/300, Kimberley Division areg. I have
the map with me in the Chamber and,
ghonld any member he interested to see it,
I have marked off the area mentioned. It
commences from the. south-east cormer of
Christmas Creek homestead, travels due west
and then due north to the junetion of Fitz-
roy River and Christmas Creek. It then
goes west again on to the Fitzroy River to
the boundary of A. J. Rose’s lesse, then
north to the boundaries of M. Firlong's
Jeese, then due east to the boundary fenee
of the police paddock at Fitzroy Crossing.
T4 then travels dune south to the Fitzroy
River, follows the Fitzroy and Margaret
Rivers to Mt. Pierre and then due south
linking up with Christmas Creek homestead
again. It takes in all that area, which com-
prises 1,000,000 acres,

It is not .
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Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Have you per-
gonally inspected this country?

Mr. YATES: No, but I have been in con-
saltation with many men who have and I
gained the information from them. There
may be a few mistakes in the informa-
tion I have received, but in the main the
proposition I am submitting will have a
great deal of merit in it.

Hon., A, H. Panton: Have you talked
this over with Duncan-Raine?

Mr. YATES: The member for Kimberley,
I am sure, will realise there is some merit
in the proposition becanse he knows the
aren, The country oconcerned is clearly
shown on a map, which is a very detailed
one, compiled by the Geological Survey De-
partment of the Freney Qil Co.’s eoncessions,
West Kimberley. From this map it will be
seen that the ecountry consists largely of
open plains, alluvial soil, and that it is in an
artesian basin aren. Water is obtained by
bore at approximately 100ft. Very little
elearing is required, and the country is mot
subject to heavy flooding although it is ed-
mitted that near the Fitzroy itself heavy
flooding does accur. However, away from
the river such oceurrences will mnot be
experienced.

Mr. Nalder: Would it become productive
without the application of super?

Mr. YATES: It is claimed that because
of the heavy rainfall and the nature of the
soil, it would grow almost anything without
the super. that is neecessary in the lower
sonthern portions of the State. The Govern-
ment would have to resume this area if the
proposition were to be successful. I consider
that a great deal of the land held by vari-
ous companies was mainly for the purpose
of carrying stock and quite g lot of it could
be taken over by the Government for a
scheme such as I am discussing. If neces-
sary the State Government, in conjunction
with the Commonwealth Government, counld
commence this scheme or, alternatively,
could form it on a co-operative basie.
Similar schemes have bheen formed in other
countries with share-farming and have been
operating quite well.

The Commonwealth Government has con-
tracted to bring ount all the available immi-
grants from displeced persons’ camps over-
sea within the nexi twelve months, The
United Nations have agreed to supply all
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the shipping necessary to transport these
people to Australia. I therefore think it
would be advisable for this scheme to be in-
vestigated fairly quickly if we are to avail
ourselves of the services of these displaced
persons who have had experience in farm-
ing, and who could be selected to enier the
north-west areas where they ecould make
their futuyre homes.

Hon."A. A. M. Coverley: Your scheme
would need an alferation.to our present
Land Act.

Mr. YATES: Yes, I agree on that. I
will mention that point later. 1 suggest
that the Commonwealth Government be
asked to supply 1,500 of these men. I
gspeak of men because it is males we want
in the North with their wives and children.
There must be 1,500 men but the gize of
their families does nof matter. They will
be brought out direet from oversea to
‘Wyndham where & camp could be estab-
lished. After being there for a certain
period to enable them to become acelima-
tised, and for the scheme to be put into
operafion, they could then be flown from
that centre to the Fitzroy country. Thé
reason I mention Wyndbam as the site for
the migrants’ camp is because it is the only
port that can accommodate ships of any
great size. If g ship loaded with migranis
were brought out Wyndham would he- the
most soitable port of disembarkation. I
further saggest thai those people should be
disembarked at the end of the wet season,
say, at the end of April, 1850. It would
then be the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government to establish g temporary
camp near the area concerned and to
arrange for the provision of food and cloth-
ing until those people became self-support-
ing. A modern town of 1,500 homes, in-
cluding stores, ete., could be established in
this area on a site to be selected.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

Mr. YATES: Before the tea suspension
I was dealing with the North-West and sug-
gesting the establishment of a modern town
to house migrants and others who wonld
be engaged on this seheme. The suggestion
is that the main properties for the produe-
tion of varions types of cereals should be
worked as a whole, each man receiving
wages and a share in profits, If it were de-
cided to form a co-operative society, to be
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financed by the Government, incentive pay-,
ments could be made to those who worked
in the venture. The whole scheme could then
be carried out on a eo-operative basis. It is
thought that at least 500 men would be em-
ployed in cultivating the land, and another
500 in transport services and other works
related to the project. This would leave ap-
proximately 500 men to be absorbed else-
where in the North, These could assist at
the Wyndham Meatworks during the heavy
season, or they could be employed on sta-
tions or properties within a few hundred

.miles of the settlement, but they would

eventually return to their homes in the
township.

There is ample work available in the
North-West, as members for that district
will agree, if we can get people of the right
type to go there and pull their weight. The
construction of the homes would not be
much trouble. Undoubtedly, there would be
difficulties, but there is a type of soil in the
North that has been used in the construction
of homesteads and other buildings. I believe
oue old post office was built out of a certain
type of soil and it has withstood the test
of time. The roofs generally are of a shingle
type and the materia]l ecan he obtained on
the spot. The homes that I am suggesting
would not be of the modern type we see
in the metropolitan area, but would be well
built of loeal materials to withstand the
climate.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: Where is the
post office you mentioned? .

Mr. YATES: I will deal with that in a
moment. The migrants would be employed
at wages while building the homes, the cost
of which would be debited against the wages
due to the-persons fo whom they were al-
lotted. Each ‘migrant and his family would
occupy a house which eventually wounld be-
come his own. The houses would be ereeted
under a scheme similar to that under which
the Commonwealth-State houses are being
built, Plans could be made for such services
as water, electrie light and probably sewer-
age at a later date. Schools and hospitals
would be provided from the inception of
the scheme. As there will be a large number
of children a school would be essential for
their edueation. I would suggest that a
school of tropieal agriculture be established
later, Part of the duties of the staff of that
school would be to direct agrienlture in the
distriet.
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It is estimated that approzimately 250
tractors, with suitable equipment such as
ploughs, enltivators, ete., would be required
and the estimated eost of these would be
in the vicinity of £2,000,000. This conld be
financed either by the State or the Common-
weslth, or by a combination of both. If
necessary, a co-operative society conld be
formed by these people and arrangements
made for a loan from the ineeption of the
venfure. The flooding that oceurs in some
parts of the district could be controlled.

At present there is no method of control-
ling flooding from rivers, bui it could hbe
done a&s it is done in other countries, par-
ticularly China, where the rivers flood for
a distance of 20 miles, especially in those
portions where the rice fields are situated.
China has learnt to control the floods to
an extent. Admittedly, not all the flooding
could be eontrolled; but it is estimated that
even in the rainy seasom, when floods are
extensive, not more than 10 per cent. of the
total crop would be endangered. A man
with a holding of about 2,000 acres
would be seriously affected by a flood; but
the holdings of 20,000 acres could be so
dealt with as to permit of portion only being
flooded, while the remainder would be un-
der production praectirally all the time. Rice
could be grown in the flooded areas and if
the experiment proved successful, rice-
growing conld be one of the ventures of the
settlement. I think a town could be estab-
lished in the area within two years and pro-
duction undertaken within that time.

I shall now refer to a place in Queens-
land called Clarement. In that district a
pastoral eompany was formed, and the
British Food Corporation, whieh ‘was
formed after World War II and has ex-
tended its activities to many parts of) the
British Empire, decided to take over the
operations in the Claremont area and grow
a crop of sorghum. Tn 12 months from the
day they started to cultivate the grownd
and plant the sorghom they produced 320,
000 bushels from 30,000 acres. They had 23
traetors to lift the whole crop. Recently I
gaw a film at a city theatre which showed
the removal of the crop by these tractors.
The erop was produced under very difficult
conditions. The average rainfall at Clare-
mont is 23 inches and the average rainfall
in this area at Fitzroy is 24 inches. The
climatic eonditions and the rainfall in both
places are similar and occor approximately
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af the same fime It is also pointed cut by
men to whom I bave spoken on thia subjeet
that the soil in the Kimberley area ia much
better than that at Claremont and they feel
that more sorghum to the acre could be pro-
duced there than in Queensland.

The British Food Corporation has ex-
tended its activities from outside its own
sphere because England ecannot produce
sufficient food to supply the wanis of its
people. In the last two years the corpora-
tion has done a tremendouns amount of hard
work and has various schemes operating in
different parts of the world. I was interested
to read an article recently in the “Saturday
Evening Post” of the 11th June, 1949, Tt is
beaded, “What's Britain Up to in Africa?”
and an inset paragraph at the top of the
article reads as follows:—

Now, in their desperate need for food and
dollars, the British have pinned their hopes on
Kenya, their fabulous Afriean colony where
the “‘Peanut Politicians’’ are struggling to
make a Home Office dream come true.

It is a long article and I shall quote only
certain portions. The first is as follows:—

Thousends of overlanders have trekked out
to Afriea from Britain since the war in every
known form of mechanical conveyance, from
ships, trains and river steamera to buases and
convoys of automobiles, with and without
trailers. Two brothers named Field came down
through France and Spain and across North
Africa riding tandem on a motor cycle. Most
of the overlanders have since found homes in
the Union of South Africa and the two Rho-
desing, where white settlement is especially en-
couraged. Approximately 500 have settled on
farms in Kenya. As many more are now
working as peanut pushers in Tanganyika...

More than 1,000,000 square miles of almost
virgin territory—an area larger than the
United States west of the Rocky Mountains—
is thus being opened wp for the direct bene-
fit of Britons and Africaps—and for the in-
direet henefit of 2 hungry world that badly
needs the bounty of its dry but fertile soil.
Debating the relative military and economic
importance of East Africa’s boom is like de-
bating which eame first, the chicken or the
egg- My own feeling, after visiting the new
argenal at Mackinnon Road and the new col-
leetive peanut farms at Kongwa and Trambo,
is that both are inseparable parta of the same

* phenomenon—the birth of a new dominion that
may one day out-produce Australia,

Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika have al-
ready been united under an East African High
Commission, seated in Nairobi, which has
consolidated their tramsportation, postal ser-
vices and public works, Representatives of
Nyasaland and the two Rhodesias have mean-
while voted to form a federation of their own.
Outright political union, however, must await

r
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the day when the status of Prifain’s East
African  depondencies ¢an be re-defined,
Uganda is a Protectorate that has long en-
joyed home rule; Nyasaland and Northern
Rhodesia are protectorates where home rule is
only just beginning. Southern Rhodesia is a
self-governing colony approaching dominion
status. Kenya, except for its Moslem coastal
strip, is a crown colony governed from Lon-
don, The Eenya coast is g protectorate leased
from the Sultan of Zanzibar for 40,000 dollars
a year. Tanganyika, a German colony before
the World War, is now a British trusteeship
under the United Nations. It is hoped eveniun-
ally to lump all these countries together.

The next portion I wish to read is as fol-
lows;—

A total of 8,000 tractors will be needed to
bring the peanut project into full production.
Almost all the new machinery fs being pur-
chased from the Massey-Harris Company, a
Canadian eorporation, which is somehow able
to earn dollara by selling equipment manu-
factured in Raecine, Wisconsin, and Batavia,
New York, to the O.F.C. for pounds. Most
of the other O.F.C. machinery consists of sur-
plus Awmerican Army trucks, earth movers,
bulldozers and crawler-type tractors imported
from the South Pacific, The strangest of all
ie a British inventfon called a Sherviek. A
Shervick is a Sherman tank converted by
Viekers Armstrong, Ltd.—at half the price of
a new heavy American tractor—into an in-

strument for felling trees and vprooting.

stumps and boulders. British Food Minister
John Strachey, who talks like Alexander Botts
instead of Karl Marx these days, has proudly
dubbed the Shervick ‘‘the world’s most effec-
tive example of converting swords into
ploughshares.’*

The final paragraph is as follows:—

Most thoughtful Britons, regardless of their
views on gocialism, are agreed that the sur-
vival of the Empire depends as much on over-
hauling its antiguated eolonial structure as it
does on increasing food production. Thia ex-
plaing why mo one has yet arisen to dispute
Strachey’s basic argument in defenece of the
peanut project:

“The European Recovery Programme can
not succeed if it remains a programme eon-
fined to Western Europe; for Western Europe,
in ifself and by itself, is not, and never can
be made, an economically viable area .. . the
Old World of Western Europe is today most
. grievously out of balance, but we must call
in a still older world—the world of Africa—
to redress that balance and, in doing so, we
must find the way of transforming Africa. An
Africa based on the economics of the hoe will
be a linhility and a drain on Western Europe.
An Africa based on the economica of the
tractor can become the indispensable partner
of the West.’”

In the neighbouring Congo, the Belgian
Qovernment—alao with Marshall Plan assist-
ance~is endeavouring to achieve by capitalist
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means the same ends that the British Govern-
ment is gndeavouring to achieve by Socialist
means in Esst Africa. It remains to bo seen
which of the two methods is the more sue-
cegsful,

I mentioned the Kenya project to give an
idea of the magnitude of any enterprise
dealing with the production of food. Cer-
tainly that article deals with the production
of peanuts, but from them come many by-
products—such as oils and guite a number
of ckemieal lines. In fact, peanuis are an
essential item in the world today; and the
British Government, through the British
Food Corporation, is spending huge sums
to open up that country. I mentioned the
number of tractors put into that area to
cultivate the ground. I might also point oug
that in Kenya great difficulties are experi-
enced with discases. ‘A lot of sickness is
caused and many deaths result from the
prevalence of the tsetse fly. They have their
experts to conduct clinies. They are trying
to overcome the various diseases, and
are progressing. Kenya is going to be a
great peanut producing country, and from
that will eome other products of the soil.
I am quite certain, as is mentioned in the
article, that that part of Afriea will one
day outdo Australia in the production of
cereals and other edible commodities,

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: In “Heansard” of
1924 you will find a speech on the North-
West.

Mr. YATES: T shall read it. Mention
has been made of the Ord River scheme,
That, I believe, is an irrigation scheme only.
The idea is to build a dam so that the
conntry can be irrigated. Such a project
would be several years before coming to
fruition, and in that period we would be
losing valuable time in the North-West. The
scheme T have outlined could be investigated.

Hon. A. H. Panfon: We should have a
Royal Commissioen into it

Mr. YATES: That is not needed. The
departmental experts who deal with migra-
tion, agriculture and the problems of the
North-West ecould get together to see
whether there is anything in the scheme.
There is something similar in Brazil. The
Government there plans to settle 2,000,000
people at the headwaters of the Amazon,
That country is heavily timbered and, I
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should say, very tropical. The Government

is providing camps, food and clothing, and

is making land aveilable to the people.
Hon. A. H. Panton : That is real socialism.

Mr. YATES: In addition, it has con-
"tracted to take thejr products when they are
available. Already balf a million displaced
pecple from Europe have established them-
selves in that area. They intend to produce
coffee and other things that grow in that
part of the ecountry. The scheme is being
sponsored from the same source as that in
Kenya. T believe that in the North-West
there iz what is called an all-weather Toad
from Derby to Fitzroy Crossing. It may not
be as pood as the Great Eastern-highway
down here, but, it could be used for the
purpose of going from Derby to this area.
With very little extra work, roads could be
constructed from the Crossing to the area
I have mentioned.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Did not you
say earlier that Wyndham should be the
port for this scheme?

Mr. YATES: It should be the pori for
the entry of the immigrants, and they could
be flown from there. Products leaving the
aren could go via Derby, which would be
the nearest port. Wyndham is the only port
at which oversea vessels could berth and dis-
embark immigrants. If Derby was consid-
ered a better place, it could be used. I

R.AAF. made aeriel surveys of the whole
of the North-West coastline and right
through the Fitzroy area. These aerial
maps are at present in the possession of
Western Command headgquarters. They
show that the area I have mentioned is
rather free from natural growth. It is
fairly open country and has everything in
its favour to be selected as a spot suitable
for the growing of the various foods that
are necessary for the beef in the North-
West. It is known that in the summer
months the station-ownérs find it hard to
get food for their stock. This scheme wonld
be the means of producing vast quantities
of hay and ensilage whieh could be sold
to the various pastoralists, and any surplus
could be exported, as is being done in
Queensland by the British Food Corpora-
tion. _

The post office at Halls Creek that I
mentioned, and also an lotel somewhere in
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that area, were built of hewn timber and
mud walls many years ago. They have
stood the test of time. I do not know
whether there is similar soil in the district
I am discussing, but I believe that not far
away there are huge areas of limestone and,
as the member for South Fremantle knows,
in the early days most of the homes in
Scouth Fremantle and, indeed, Fremantle,
were constructed of the limestone which
was obtained along the coast towards Coo-
gee and Spearwood. Further away there
are huge areas of sandstone which would
be quite sunitable for making eement as the
stone is typical of the sandstone used to-
day in eement manufactuore. I do not think
we would have many difficulties in provid-
ing the major portion of the materials to
build homes for settlers. There are station
buildings throughout the North-West which
are constructed of local timber, and are, I
believe, white ant resistant., If that is so,
it would be an ideal timber for the purposes
I have been discussing.

We want the North-West t{o go ahead
and not back as it has done of late years.
That has been proved by the taking away
of some of its representatives. Instead of
doing thet, we should be adding to them.
We should bhe giving to the North-West
the necessary population to enable it to
sfrvive. This is not the only country that
produces from the soil. Immigrants who

) I ! . had experience in producing from the soil
mentioned earlier that during the war the

could be selected; men who are not afraid
to fece the future in the North-West of
this country; men who are not afraid to
work; men who have the ideals I have in
mind. With the assistance of expert agri-
cultural advice from the State snd Com-
monweslth Governments, I ean see no rea-
son why a scheme such as this could not
be bronght to a successful conclusion, I
urge the Premier and the Government to
make some inquiries intc the scheme, Tt
is not the idea of an old man, nor even thaf
of myself, but of many.

Mr. Reynolds: It is the vision of a
strong, young and intelligent man.

Mr. YATES: It has a lot of merit in it.
I can assure members I have gone into this
thoroughly. I have been obieining infor-
mation for a long time from various
sources. I have read articles dealing with
the establishment of colonies throughout
the world. Today the Government has vast
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resources in the present day methods of
cultivating the land. 1 think the modern
tractor has produced one of the greatest
advances in agrienltural seience for years.
With the number of tractors I have men-
tioned—approximately 250—the area of
1,000,000 peres eould be made to produce
all these various types of cereals within
two years of the date of commencement.
I ean see no reason why that cannot take
place. If another war broke out and the
Government of the day decided to do what
I have suggested in the North-West, it woutd
have the scheme under way in no fime.
That could be done now. Talks could be in-
stituted between Commeonwealth and State
officials to decide on the scheme best suited
to that country and the type of people re-
quired. What is £2,000,000 for a scheme
such as that?

Mr. Reynolds: A mere bapgatelle.
Mr. YATES: The Commonwealth Gov-

ernment is going to spend in the vieinity
of £250,000,000 on the Snowy River hydro-
electrie scheme. Men have been working
on that scheme for years, behind the scenes,
but it is only lately that we have had any
concrete information about it. When com-
pleted that undertaking will compare fav-
ourably with any similar scheme in the
world. Tt takes great courage for a Gov_
ernment to plan so far ahead and spend so
much money although that will be to
the ultimate good of the people of the
future. This seheme may not benefit us to
any great extent, if put into effect, but its
results will be apparent in the future.

I can visualise the time when the North-
West will come into its own again and when
awners of big pastoral holdings will be able
to say, ‘‘We are no longer worried about
dry seazons because, not far distant, there
are great areas under cultivation, areas to
which we can take onr eattle or from which
we can purchase hay, silage and other feed
stuffs that will enable us to look after our
herds in times of drought.’’ A scheme of
that nature would open up the North-West
in other directions also, I suggested 1,500
men to atart the scheme off, but I ean
visualise & township being established and
other developments taking plaece. I men-
tioned the production of cement, which
would be to the bhenefit of the North-TWest.

A preat deal of that couniry has never
been trodden by the feet of white men and
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its development might lead to the discovery
of valuable minerals or even oil but, while’
that country remains in its present eondi-
tion, with only an oceasional traveller pass-
ing through its vast spaces, it must stay as
it is almost indefinitely. I made a few
notes while the member for Geraldton was
speaking in this House some weeks ago.
He mentioned that between the last two
censuses the population of Western Australia
increased by 60,000 and that that of the
metropolitan area inereased by 61,000, while
the population of the portion of the State
outside the metropolitan area decreased by
1,000. Western Australia cannot eontinue
to prosper while there is such a dispropor-
tionate growth of population in the metro-
politen arca. What are we doing to popu-
late the outback?

We are bringing in migrants from over-
sea. Some of them go to Point Walter and
see our marvellous river and become aec-
climatised. If they stay there longz enough
they do not want to go too far away or to
leave the metropolitan area. If they were
prepared to go and were taken direct to
the North-West straight from the ship, they
would be much happicr than if they were
settled in the city for several months before
being sent hundreds of miles into the out-
back. To send them direct to the North-
West would be preferable to bringing them
frst to Perth and later sending them north.
With the need for labour in the near agri-
cultural areas the migrants that come to
Fremantle are naturally sent to such places,
but the North-West is so far distant that
the cost of taking them there from the
metropolitan area would be great.

It might be necessary to charfer sln'ps
to take them up the coast by sea, whereas
a ship earying 1,400 or 1,500 of them could
bring them dijrect to Wyndham from over-
sea at less eost. A temporary eamp eould
be sei up there in which they could setile
down before going on to take part in this
great venture. I ask the Premier to give
this snggestion serious consideration and get
his axperts to advise him as to whether any
of the points I have raised would be of
assistance in formulating a scheme to open
up our North-West. Tt must eventually he
developed, if only for defence purposes and
that, which is one of the most important
reasons, is often overlooked by those whe
live in the metropolitan area.
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Those of us who fought in the Islands
during the recent war and mixed with the
black races know the countless millions
of people there are. If they ever be-
come sufficiently warlike to attack Ans-
tralia we, with our North-West so empty
and so hard te supply, will be in a bad
way. I have made a lengihy study of de-
fence matters and have had my share of
war and, much as I detest war, I think
we must look fo the North-West for our de-
fence in the future. Unless those vast areas
are populated it will indeed be hard ade-
quately to defend our country, That is an
urgent reason why this Government should
give earnest consideration to any such
scheme as I have ouflined.

I am quite agreeable that the Government
should pick my scheme to pieces but I want
it investigated, to see whether it cam be
improved upon. I do not know of anyone
having brought forward s similar scheme
in the last few years. If the Government
finds any«merit in my soggestion it should,
in’ eo-operation with the Commonwealth
Government, go ahead and risk spending
£2,000,000 or £3,000,000 in that area. It
would be money well spent, and in years
to come we would reap our reward.

MR, MAY (Collie) [8.8]: I intend to
make a few remarks in connection with the
Budpet and possibly to hand ount a few
bonguets, but I do not wish members on
the front bench to become exzcited at the
prospeet of the bouquets, as I will also
indulge in some well-meaning eriticism. It
iz as well to take stock at this stage of
what the season offers and, even though the
season has started (fairly late, in the
field of primary production, I feel
that, all things considered the State has now
a good outlook with regard to wheat, sheep,
ang other primary industries.

T want to make some reference to second-
ary industries. At this stage of the State’s
existence a good deal of thought should he
given to the possibility of establishing
gecondary Jindudiries, and the probable
loeation of those industries. Those in ¢on-
trol of the State should take a long-range
view in the establishment of secondary in-
dustries. In my remarks I wish to men-
tion those secondary industries =lready
established in the metropolitan area and
ask members to visualise the scene on
entering Perth from the South-West.

‘needs
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People arriving in this State from over-
sen naturslly form a good impression of
Western Australia. However, if they are
here for any length of time and desire to
explore the State and thereby leave the
metropolitan area, I am satisfied that onoce
they pass the Bast Perth railway station
their idess of the set-out of the metropoli-
tan area become entirely different. I do
not know of any other site in this State
that easts a greater reflection on the ad-
ministration of the State than that area
through which one passes after leaving the
East Perth railway station and before
one reaches Carlisle and Welshpool. In a
young State such as this it is & thousand
pities that anybody who claims to be 2
statesman should allow this fair city of
Perth to be cluttered up with the type of
buildings and faetories which are to be
seen near the river. Beautifieation has heen
going on, and ean be carried still further,
because there is so mueh vaecant land in
the interior which is well within the reach
of a good railway service and a good sea
Service. .

Many factors should be taken into eon-
sideration when business sites are selected.
It seems to me that the people whose re-
sponsibility it is to select sites arc most
anxious to get as near as possible to the
metropolitan ares. The people who are re-
sponsible for granting those sites should
have a much wider vision than they appear
to possess. There is ample land and faecili-
ties for the establishment of an industrial
centre within easy reach of the metropoli-
tan area. We ghould have learned a lesson
from the last war that no country, in future,
should establish any major industries near
the seaboard. The area of the hinterland
of the South-West from Bunbury to-
wards Collie would be easy to adapt
for the establishment of any eclass
of industry required for this State. It
only a little foresight as re-
gards our railway and road services to
make that a possibility. If the people
who are directing the destinies of this
State were able to visualise what this
State will be like in 50 years time should
they permit major industries to be clut-
tered up in the metropolitan aren, they
would be very sorry men. '

In spite of what the Minister has said

as to antomatic control and the speeding
up of trains, I still think that the railwsy
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service from Perth to Bunbury and fte
Collie is inadequate and that duplieation
of the line is the only real solution. I
know the Minister will tell me of fthe dif-
ficulties he is having in regard to rails
as we]l as many other things. Neverthelnss,
there is only one solution and that is the
duplication of the® life from Armadale to*
Bunbyry and from Bunbury to Collie.
Furthermore, I intend to ask the Minister
for Works to give consideration to a scheme
for the establishment of a road from the
north of Collie direet to the Perth-Buu-
bury road. For too long has the town of
Collie been isolated geographically.

The opening up of a new main road from
North .Collie to a point on the Perth-Bun-
bury road will mean that all the traffie
south of Collie will ¢come, to Perth along
that road instesd of baving 'to go round to
‘Busselton, through to Bunbury and then on
to Perth. This would not be such a tre-
mendous proposition and the Government
would be well advised to give the sugpges-
tion some consideration. It would mean
that closer contact would be made with the
metropolitan area and I am sure that it
would prove to be an advantage if a rail-
way were established along the same route.

The Minister for Works: Where do you
propose that the road should strike the
Perth-Bunbury road?

Mr. MAY: As near to Perth as possible.

The Minister for Works: That is not an
answer, You must have the idea in your
mind.

Mr. MAY: I cannot give the Minister
any idea of the contour of the country but
the people living south of Collie must send
their produee a long way round before it
reaches Perth. If road transport were
available along a road such as I have men-
tioned it would lead to a considerable sav-
ing and enable the settlers in the South-
West—the portion south of Collie, at any
rate—to put their produce on the market
sooner than is possible under present con-
ditions. It would arrive in a better state,
and this road would be of distinet advan-
tage to everybody concerned in that par-
ticular area. I hope the Minister will
give that suggestion some thought, and
that when the supplies of rails become easier
he will also give some thought to the dup-
lication of the lines I have mentioned.

[55]
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It is only by giving thought to such
schemes that we will improve our present
set-up. The present fraffic between Bun-
bury and Perth and between Collie and
Bunbury, must be a perfect nightmare, and
the economic loss over the past 12 months
musl be terrific when it is eonsidered that
one or more trains are being held up at
every railway station and -at some sidings
every day. I still contend that the only
solution of that problem is the duplication
of the line in preference to the proposed
installation of the automatic signdl sys-
tem,

Goldfields members have already said
mueh on the subjeet of gold production and

.they are quite competent te handle this

particular matter in all its aspects. Never-
theless, one cannot help feeling, after
listening to the stories put forward by
those members, that the gold position at
present is in a very bad state, espeeially
as to some of the mines. How that is to
be rectified I eannot suggest and I am per-
foctly eontent to allow those people who
are concerned with the problem to deal with
it.

The Scuth-West is fast coming into its
own. If one takes a trip, through that
area eitber in the summer or the winter
one can see the cattle, in excellent condi-
tion, grazing in the green pastures,
It does ome good to take a trip through
the South-West and particularly through
the irrigated areas. The feed is prolifie,
the dairying industry is prospering and the
potato crop is excellent and I think will
continne to be so in future years. There
is no doubt that the cattle and the sheep
that are enjoying the pastures in those dis-
tricts are a eredit to the State. It is ex-
tremely pleasant to hear the remarks of
visitors to the State when they are travel-
ling by train through those parficular
areas.

T now wish te refer to the distribution
of tobacco. My remarks will not relate
to its production beecause I consider that
the member for Nelson is quite capable of
looking after that particular aspect.

The Minister for Housing: You ou-g'ht to
bhe capable enough hecause yon are next
door to the tobaceo fields.

Mr. MAY: At present T am concerned
with the method of distribution. Recently
I paid an extended visit to the lower South-
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West, I was in the bush at Kirup among
the eamps of a small timbermill. The men
employed at that mill are allowed 6 oz, of
tobaceo a month, In response to their re-
guests I took this matter wp with the dis-
tribution eommittee and, because one cannot
approach it personally, I was eventually
told by letter that that was the quota that
was alloented to Kirnp in 1939 and ,that
that is the quantity only to which they are
entitled today. In the opinion of that ecom-
mittee the population of that centre has
not inercased since 1930, I ask members:
" Ix there a more pitiful sight than to see a
man who is nsed to smoking his pipe, par-
ticularly after he knocks off work, sitéing
by the eamp fire without any tobacco?
We are always advoeating that men should
leave the metropolitan atea to enter the
bush but, if we arc not prepared to provide
the amenities those people should enjoy,
then we have no right fo ask them to go
to the country. I can quite imagine the mis-
ery of a man who normally enjoys his
smoke, and after he has performed his day's
work particularly, having to spend the night
in the bush without his pipe of tobaceo, I
therefore appeal to the Government, and the
Premier in particular, to try to bring some
pressure to hear whereby men who are big
and good enough to go into the interior of
this State are assured that they will not
be permitted to go without a smoke for at
least a fortnight.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shippingz: What do the women get?

Hon. A. H, Panton: They get chocolates.

Mr, MAY: T am pglad the Honorary
Minister has reminded me of the women be-
eause [ will tell her about them in a minute.

Mr. Hoar: They get as much tobacco as
the men.

Mr. MAY: When I was told that the
population of Kirup had not in-reased
sinee 1039 T immediately veplied that the
greater pereontnge of the women today also
smake, whereas in those days the percentage
was not so great and that that was where
n great deal of the tobacco supplies were
goine now. I also maintain that smoking
does not suit women,

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Why?

Mr. MAY: It was only as a result of the
cirenmstanees created by the war that women
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lowered themselves to become smokers. I
earnestly appeal to the Premier—I know
he has been asked several questions as to
the distribution of tobaceo—

Mr. Kelly: He was not too happy about
those, cither.

Mr. MAY: No, he wasmot, but if he goes
into the bush mills he will not be too happy
ahout answering the requests pub to Him by
the men working in them. I know it is a
difficult job equally and fairly to distribute
the available supplies of tobaceo and cigar-
ettes, but nevertheless I also know it is &
great deal easier to obtain those supplies
in the city than it is for men secattered
throughout the bush. T visited another mill
which T think is in the electorate ‘of the
Minister for Works. It is run by two
brothers named. Allen, Neither of them
smokes, but they did ohtain the serviees of
12 men from the metropolitan area to help
work that mill and they appealed to me to
get those men some tobacco.

The Minister for Works:
mill?

Mr. MAY: Near Collie. T am not sure
whether it is in the Minister’s electorate.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
it is,

Mr. MAY: I tried to get those men a
ration of tobaceo, but was told that they
had a ration at the place they came from
and should have taken it with them. They
had no chance to do that. They work all
the week, not knocking off till late on Satur-
day. When they reach Collie the shops are
shut and are still shut when they leave on
Monday morning, even if tobacco were
available for them. These men have to
sernteh for their tobaeco, a pitiable state of
affpirs! It is up to someone to do some-
thing about it. I do not know whose re-
sponsibility it is, but some determined effort
should be made to get the distribution com-
mittee to deal more fairly with men who
are prepared to go to the bush and work
there for the benefit of the people of the
metropolitan area.

With regard to the roads at Collie lead-
ing inta the mines, this subjeet may intevest
the Minister. Some 12 months ago there
was an agitation, as the Minister knows,
about the disrepair of these roads. After
much representation and argument the Min-

Where is the
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ister agreed to do something about the mat-
ter. He did. The tracks were forn up and
gravelled. In some places - considerable
quanfities of gravel were put on the roads,
There are several of these roads leading to
the Proprietary, the Stockton, the Cardiff,
the Griffin and the Co-operative mines, as
well as to the Black Diamond leases. It
seems most peculiar to me that of all these
roads, the ouly one not “travelled over by
men on bicycles—the road used by the Black
Diamond open-cut to deliver its coal at the
Co-operative mine—was the one to receive
a top-dressing of oil. No cyelist travelled
over that road, along which the coal was
taken to the siding for screening.

It appears that the transportation of coal
is of more importance than are the men who
travel over the other roads. During the
winter months, particularly since rain com-
menced, the roads to the other mines have
become boggy and the gravel is being pushed
away from them. Some of the roads are im-
passable to men on bicycles. Tt would not
have involved either much more time or ex-
pense to top-dress all these roads. It car-
ries me back to the time when the timber
in the mines was considered more valuable
than the lives of the miners.

The Minister for Works: You are not
suggesting serionslty that this particnlar road
was picked out for top-dressing?

Mr. MAY: I am suggesting it. It is signi-
ficant that it should have been the only

road to receive a top-dressing. Had the -

other roads been top-dressed, the department
would have been saved trouble and expense,
beeause it will be found that much of the
gravel will be pushed away from the roads,

The Minister for Works: Did youn put this
aspect nup at the time the construction work
was being done?

Mr. MAY: We did not know the depari-
ment was going to do that. We asked that
all the roads be top-dressed.

The Minister for Works: Yes, obviously.
Mr. MAY: We did not ask for the Blaeck
Diamond road to be top-dressed.

The Minister for Works: No, but it was
top-dressed beeause of the heavy traffic over
it.

My. MAY: T do not think so.
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The Minister for Works: I thought you
said it was the only one that had heavy coal
traffic on it.

Mr. MAY : I said it was the only one over
which men did not travel on bieyeles.

The Minister for Works: But it has heavy
traffic, ’

Mr. MAY: The fact remains that that
was the only one of these roads to be
top-dressed. We can draw our own con-
clusions from that faet.

I now wish to refer to one or two other
matters which in my opinion require at-
tention. The time is long overdue for some
consideration to be given to our probate
law. 1 understand that an estate vaiued
at £5999 pays death duty at the rate of
2% per cent. If the value reaches £6,000
and over, the rate is 6 per eent. This is
causing much embarrassment and bardship
to heneficiaries of an estate valued at £6,000
or a little over. In many instances the pro-
perty consists of real estate which has to
be sold in order to meet the probate duty.
The renl estate generally is a home that has
been left to a widow, I suggest that pro-
bate duty should be payable at 234 per cent,
on estates up to £6,000; on esiates above
that sum, the rate should be six per cent. It
is time that the present rates were reviewed.
Avnother matter I wish to bring forward
concerns the supply of super. and the sub-
sidies, T have here a letter from a man at
Noggerup, in which he says—

This conceras me, amongst many mere. I

want to protest at the way the local Govern-
ment has handled the super. position. They
coaxed us to get our super. early which I have
done every year just to be co-operative and
to make surc I had my super. in time, which
I Qid not mind doing. However, I take ex-
ception to them withholding the subsidy till
the death-knock. The chaps who got their
super, early (I have had half of mine sinee
November) have lpst all their bags, which have
gone rotten, and also'have had extra handling.
The chaps who waited are getting the super.
dumped in the paddock and will save the bags
and get a sebsidy on top of that.
This letter was written only a few weeks
ago, so it must bave been during the term of
office of the present Government. He goes
on— i

The Governmeni should have done something
uniform, It means that the chap who was co-
operative has beon the goat. It has meant
more work. With extra handling we have lost
all the bags and, allowing for the subsidy, it
has cost more.
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1 do not know whether that eomplaint is
general.

Mr. Nalder: Is your eorrespondent work-
ing in the open-ent?

Mr, MAY: No, but if he gets such treat-
ment as this from the Government, he prob-
ably will be before long.

Mr. Ackland: Did he want it for top-
dressing ?

Mr. MAY: What would the hon. member
use it for?

Mr. Ackland: Why did he not put it
straight on the paddocks?

Mr. MAY: Really, the hon. member
amazes me! I did not expect that from the
member for Irwin-Moore,

The Minister for Railways: He is quite
right.

Mr. MAY: This farmer says that he ac-
cepted delivery of his super. in November.

Mr. Ackland: That does not matter.

Mr. MAY: It does not matter to the hon.
member, but it matters to these fellows,
Theirs is a different type of farming to
that at Wongan Hills. The point I wish
to make is that if the subsidy on the early
delivered super. is withheld, it is not fair.
I hope that is not the case. The first oppor-
tunity I get, T intend to see the man and
make sure that his complaint is genuine, as
I feel it is. If 50, I will be knocking at the
tloor of the Minister concerned.

The_Minister for Railways: I will have
a talk to you about it afterwards.

Mr. MAY: There is another matter which
concerns ihe Department of Agriculture. 1
received n letter from the seeretary of the
Greenbushes Road Board, dated the 11th
January, 1949, in which he wrote—

I have been directed by the board to ap-
proach you to see if a deputation can be ar-
ranged with the Minister for Agriculture.

The deputation is in reference to the possi-
bility of returning the bulldozer that has just
been removed from this area and have it re-
tained for = considerable period as there is
a considerable amount of work to be done.

As you kmow, a deputation iz to wait on the
Minister for Works on the 19th at 2 p.m. and
it is hoped that this same deputation ean wait
on the Minister whilst in Perth.

When I approached the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture about this deputation, he
very willingly and helpfully agreed to meet
them on the same day that they were to
meet the Minister for Works, which I
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thought was very good. Accordingly, on the
18th January, the deputation met the Min-
ister to ask that the Government bulldozer
which was in operation at Greenbushes
should be allowed to remain some time
longer to complete various works required
by the settlers in the district. That was put
before the Minister on the 19th January,
and on the 26th Febrmary I wrote to the
Honorary Minister as follows:—
My dear Minister,
re Bulldozer for Greenbushecs Area:
You will remember that recently a depo-
tation waited on you from the Greenbushes

Road BRoard, concerning the abovementioned
subject.

In this connection I shall be much obliged
if you are yet in a position to advise me
of any decision you may have arrived at in
regard to this matter.

I did not receive any communication from
the Agricultura] Department, but; through
the good offices of the Minister for Worke—
though I do not know how he eame into the
pieture—TI received a copy of a letter he
had sent to the Honorary Minister for Ag-
riculture, headed, “Bulldozer for Green-
bushes Road Board.” It read as follows:—

In reply to your minute to me bagsed on
a request from Mr, H. May, M.L.A. that
you advise him regarding the fate of an ap-
plication by the Greenbushes Road Board
for a bulldozer, I wish to advise that the
Director of Works has received no advice
from the dgents as to any application from
this board.

Can you beat that? The deputation waited
on the Honorary Minister for Aprieniture
asking that the Government bulldozer oper-
ating at Greenbushes be allowed to remain
for a little longer so that its operations
might be extended, and the next thing that
happeas is that a letter comes, over the sig-
nature of the Minister for Works, in which
the Honorary Minister for Agriculture is
told that no application has been received
from the road board to purchase a bull-
dozer.

The Minister for Works: In one instance
you wanted the loan period extended of the
bulldozer already there. In the other case
you seem to have asked to be allowed to buy
a bulldozer.

Mr, MAY: There is no question anywhere
in this correspondence, nor was the point
raised by the deputation that met the Min-
ister, of buying a bulldozer. The Green-
bushes Road Board had not two bob to buy
anything.

N
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Was the Minister
awake when the deputation waited on him?

Mr. MAY : The letter continues—

In any c¢ase, no allocation is made by the
Director of any bulldozer exceeding 50 h.p.
until such time as the dozer is on the point
of delivery to this State, at which point it
ig customary for the agents to submit & list
of orders relating to the machine or ma-
chines the early delivery of which is antiei-
pated,

I honestly think the Honorary Minister got
this application from the Greenbushes Road
Board for the use of the Government bull-
dozer mixed up with that of somebody else
who wanted to buy one. That letter was
dated the 24th March. I sent it to the road
board and the road board was not very
pleased ahout it. On the 9th May, after I
bhad received a reply from the road board
concerning the letter from the Minister for
Works, I wrote to the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture again. I said—

My dear Minister,

You will remember that o depuntation from
the Greenbushes Road Board waited upon
You 18th January last, requesting you to
give consideration to the queation of allow-
ing the Government bulldozer to remain in
the Greenbushes area, on acecount of the
large amount of work required to be done
in the distriet. You were kind enough to
inform the deputation that due considera-
tion would ke given to its request.

A reply has now been reccived from the
Direetor of Works, setting out the procedure
as to how the board should make appliea-
tion to purchase a bulldozer,

This reply i3 not in aceordance with the
Tequest made to you by the deputation. In
this connection I am directed to point out
to you on behalf of this road board, that it
wag never intended to purchase a dozer be-
causs the board is met in a position to do
80. Aupm stated above, the request to you was
that the Government dozer be allowed to re-
main in the Greenbushes district.

Your further advice in regard to this mat-

ter would be very mueh appreciated.

That was on the $th May, and we bave not
heard anything sinee. T eannot imagine that
the work of the Agricultural Department is
carried out like that all the time. T think
the least this road board could have received
was an intimation from the Minister who
met the deputation that it was either not
possible to agree to request or that the
bulldozer would be made available. I do
not want to dwell on the subject, but I do
think that when a road board is doing a
particular job in an honorary capaecity, as
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this one did, it is deserving of 2 better fate.
This is nothing to be proud of. I hope the
Honorary Minister for Agrieulture will do
the right thing and let the Greenbushes
Road Board know what eventually happened
as a result of the deputation.

» 1 have already spoken to some extent on
the railways and the duplication of the line
to the South-West, That is a pressing need,
and I hope that in the near fuoture it will
become an established fact because, with the
ever-inereasing production of eoal, and the
need for its urgent delivery, there will be
chaos on that line. Much has been said
about the state of our railways. Time and
again in this Chamber I have listened to
members giving various reasons for their
eondition. I have heard of the l4-year
period when no maintenance was carried
out, and all the rest of it. At times I have
felt a little disgusted to think that we were
not big enongh to appreciate the real cause.
‘We cannot take our maintenance men away
from their particular jobs in times of total
war, and expect those jobs to continue as
though they were still working there. We
all know that most of the maintenance men
at the Midland workshops were put on to
war work. It is, therefore, no wonder that
the railways got inte the state they did.

Owing to the eircumstances arising from
the war we have not, since hostilities ceased,
been able to cateh up with the maintenance
work. Here I pay a tribute to the men
working our railways. Having in mind the
state of our rollingstock and our permanent
way, I am quite satisfied that were it not
for their loyalty the railways would not
have survived. We are particularly fortun-
ate to have workers of the ecalibre of our
railway employees. I have sat in frains
listening to abuse of the driver and the fire-
man by passengers because of the stops and
slowness of the trains. On occasions I have
gone along to the engine to find out what
was the trouble. In addition to baving to
eontend with engines in a bad sfate of dis--
repair, the Airemen, in many cases, have been
given the lowest possible quality of coal,
but tkey are expecfed to get steam up and
keep the trains on time. There eonld not be
a more heartbreaking job than to be a fire-
map in soeh circumstances.

The men we have in the railways are do-
ing their best to maintain a reasonable time-
tahle and standard of running under diffi-
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cult eonditions. I would ask those people
who at times are prone to criticise the run-
ning of the railways to have due regard to
the condition of the rollingstock and other
matters affecting the service. Persomally I
am not at all worried about the railway de-
ficit. Tt was never intended that the railways
should be run at a profit. Had the inten-
tion been to have profitable railways the

" State wounld not have developed to anything

like its present eondition. Our trains have
to travel long distances without passenger
trafie and often without goods traffic with
the object of opening up the country, and
they have done very well. If other utilities,
which operate at a loss, served as useful a
purpose as the railways, the State would
have done very well,

I want to have a word to say in regard to
totalisator duty. The income for 1948-49
was £177,817. This year, according to the
Estimates, the Treasurer expects a deerease
of £2,817. It would be interesting to know
why the Treasurer is budgeting for that
particular decrease. Does he anticipate that
not so many people will go to the races?
Or what is the reason? I wish to recall
that we had a Royal Commission about
March of last year, and, as far as I remem-
ber, it inquired extensively into racing, and
the betting set-up in this State. What be-
came of the report, 1 do not knmow, but I
have not heard too much about if.

The poinf 1 am coming to is this: It seems
to me tbat at the present time a special
effort is being made in econnection with the
8.P. bookmakers so that only those people
who are financially able to visit a racecourse
will not be denied the opportunity of put-
ting their modest half-crown on a horse, as
has been their custom in the past. I do not
bet and I take no interest in racing, hut I
do not like to see one section of the pulic
being vietimised as against some more
favoured section. If it is good enough for
people -to be sllowed to bet on the race-
courses it is good enough that those who are
less fortunate should be ahle to go to some
registered place and have a modest bet of
2s. 6d. or whatever amount they desire to
wager. If that is not to be permitted all
racing should be stopped, or it should be
conducted purely for the love of the game.

The Premier: What an idealist!

Mr. MAY: At present we are legislating
for one section of the people in one way and

.
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in another way for the other seetion. All
our eitizens should have an equal right in
the matter of betting, If it is lawful for
some it should be made lawful for all. At
present a vendetta is being carried ony
against starting-price bookmakers in the
metropolitan area in an effort to close them
down. I do not agree with that, as I think
they should be registered and should have
premises to which people conld go to place
their small bets. At present a policeman
simply stands around and the S.P. book-
maker cannot operate. I notice that the
Premier expects a shortage with regerd to
the totalisator snd I think that if he regis-
tered the S.P. bookmakers that shoriage
would be amply met.

I notice also an item of £1,830 under the
heading of “Unemployment Relief.” Per-
haps the Minister would explain that, as it
seems to me to be a duplieation of the Com-
monwealth Socia) Services set-up. 1 do not
know of any other unemployment relief and
the patural thing these days is for people,
when out of employment, to apply fo the
Commonwealth Social Services Department
for the benefits it affords. The estimated
cost of the State Housing Commission for
the ensuing year is £95000 and in my
opinion that sum should be increased, parti-
enlarly with a view to raising the salaries
of the lower classified officers. I understand
that they receive between £6 and £7 per
week, with the Commonwealth taxation re-
ductions, and yet they are expected to dress
well and keep up their appearances before
the publie on that miserly salary.

1 would like the Minister to give that mat-
ter consideration and investigate the possi-
bilities of inereasing the pay of the lower
paid officers of the State Housing Commis-
sion, in order that they may dress and live
according to their position a little better
than is possible on the salaries they are at
present receiving. I think the Minister will
agree that they are doing a good job unler
difficult circumstances, They are to be con-
gratulated on the way in which they have
handled their work and I feel they should
be compensated to a greater degree than at
present. It iz easy to splash money about
in many directions and it should not be hard
to splash some about in this direction. I
do not think any Government should expect
these men to keep up the appearances neeea.
sary for their positions unless they are ade-
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quately compensated. T notiece in the Esti-
mates provision for the appointment of a
Chief Coalmining Engineer, at a salary of
£2,000 per annum. In my -opinion that sum
is not sufficient to attract the right type
of man for this job.

The Minister for Housing: I think we will
get a good man.

Mr. MAY: I understand the Government
already bas a2 man in view, and I know the
job that is ahead of him and what he will
be up against. I sincerely hope he will be
sufficiently experienced in coalmining and
in dealing with coalmining companies to
stand up to what awatts him. He will have
my sympathy and, wherever possible, my
help, and I hope that will be the attitude
of the Minister for Mines also. I under-
stand thrt & number of applications were
received from within Australia for this posi-
tion and I wonder why it was necessary to
go outside the Commonwealth to fill the
job. Coalmining in the Old Country is on
totally different lines from those of the in-
dustry here and it is different in this State
from that in the Eastern States. Experi-
enced as he may be in coalmining in the
Old Country, I think it will take a man
from there some time hefore he is able fo
grapple with the sifuation at Collie. Had
a more suitable salary been offered I believe
a tougher and more experienced individnal
might have heen secured for the position.

The Minister for Housing: There were
no limits set to the salary. They were asked
to name their own salary.

Mr. MAY: I will be interested to know
from the Minister, at a later stage, the
quelifications of each of the Australian ap-
plicants for the position, as against those
of the men who applied from England.

The Mimister for Housing: I think you
will be satisfied.

Mr. MAY: T hope the Minister will be
able to satisly me, becanse I feel that if the
applicants who applied from within Aus-
tralia had the neeessary qualifications, it
should not have been necessary to go out-
side the Commonwealth to get & man who
probably has not such good qualifications.
I shall be very interested to have the in-
formation from the Minister at a later
stage. At the moment, as far as the coal-
mining engineer is concerned, I will forget
about him.
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The Minister for Housing: I agree with
you that if it had been possible to get a
man in Australia we should have done so.

Mr. MAY: A sum of £18,200 is provided
in the Estimates for the School of Mines
at Ealgoorlie, I fail fo see why there is
no reference to a similar . facility at
Collie. Of all industries in this State at
present, I suppose coalmining is one of the
most urgent and important. To my know-
ledge there has never been any attempt to
set up a school of mines sueh as exists at
Kalgoorlie. The ceoal industry, in most
places thronghout the world today, is chang-
ing rapidly in its methods of production.
In order to keep pace with the rest of the
world, and the other States of Australia, it
is essential that the method of production
in Collie should also change. In future,
mining will be on a highly mechanised scale
and facilities should he given to promising
members of the younger generation, born in
the coalmining districts, to take up mechan-
ised coalmining in all its phases.

The Minister for Housing: I think there
may be something in what you say.

Mr. MAY: Probably there is a lot in
what I say and I am very glad the Minister
agrees with me. Tf we are to give our local
talent the opportunity to succeed to
managerial positions in the industry, we
must recognise the faet that we have to pro-
vide the facilities for them., Therefore I
am sorry that no commencement has been
made in that direction in the Estimates this
year. I ask the Minister representing the
Minister for Mines to -bear this point in
mind in the future and let us give some
serions thought to it. If that is done we
will not have to go outside the State to
obtain the technical men who will he con-
dueting the industry in lthe years to come.

The Minister for Housing: We have had
to do that with the goldmining industry.

Mr. MAY: But that does mot mean that
we have to do it with coalmines.

The Minister for Housing: Not neges-
sarily, '

Mr. MAY : There is only cne way in which
we cen give the younger generation of this
State that opportunity and that is by pro-
viding facilities whereby they can make
good. If we do that we will give those
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people the opportunity to gain the know-
ledge which will be necessary for the pro-
duction of coal in future.

The Minister for Housing: I agree that
we ought to give them every opportunity.

Mr. MAY: I am not complaining about
Kalgoorlie receiving £18,200 for the School
of Mines. What I am decrying is the fact
that no reference is made to and no sum of
money is provided for a similar faeility at
Collie. Coal is an essential item in the
economy of this State.

That brings me to the coal industry in
general and I want to emphasise the total
output of coal over the years. For the
period the 31st January to the 31lst Decem-
ber, 1939—that is 10 years ago—the total
annual output was 557,535 tons. The num-
her of men employed to produce that coal
was 742, The total output of eoal for the
year 1948 was 732,938 tons, That gives
members some idea of the increase in ton-
nage in the interval of 10 years, Those
years include the war years when man-
power was scarce. The number of men em-
ployed in 1948 was 1,080, and production
was stepped up over those 10 years by
175,403 tons. In 1937 the number of men
employed at the coal face was 151 pairs of
miners and in July, 1947, there were 110
pairs of miners—a reduction of 41 pairs.
That is an illustration of the way in which
deep coalmining in Collie is slipping.

ul
In ‘““The West Australian’' of the 22nd
December, 1948, there is an item which I
propose to read. It is as follows:—

Record Collie Production.

A five-day eoal production record was estab-
lished nt Collie 1ast weck when 18,260 tons
were produced.  Production for the previous
five-day week was 16,112 tons,

The Blacrk Diamond open cut entered the
production field for the first time, 30 tons
being produced on Friday, A further quantity
of about 100 tons has been shot down and this
will be filled out to obviate the danger of heat-
ing. The cut will then remain idle until Janu-
ary 10, when the Co-operative miners return
to work after three weeks’ annual holidays.

This is the part of the statement I wish to
emphasizse—

The chief producer on the field was the
Stockton open-cut, where a double ehift was
worked ench day for the five days. It mined
5,061 tons, The Proprietary Mine was second
on the list with 2,965 tons. Details: Stockton
open-cut, 5,081 toms; Proprietary, 2,965;
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Stockton, 2,515; Cardiff, 2,132; Co-operative
1,864; Griffin, 1,624; Wyvern, 1,472; Wallsend
open-cut, 536; Phoenix, 611; Black Dizmond
open-cut, 30.

Those figures show the ontpnt of coal from
the Stockton open-cut as at the end of
last year. My point in reading that item
from ‘‘The West Australian’’ is that it
does not sound, from those fizures, as
though the coalminers do not work. We
often hear of the absenteeism and all the
rest of it which is quoted from time to
time in regard to the coalminers, When the
weekly, monthly, and annusl produetion
was rising, I do not think it was pos-
sible to lay at the door of the miners any
blame for absenteeism except that which
was really genuine as a result of sickness
or aceidents. The inference has always been
that the coalminer is prepared to stay
home rather than go to work.

The Minister for Hounsing: I do not think
s0; I have never heard it.

Mr. MAY: I have, I have seen such in-
ferences in the Press and in cases before
the Arbitration Court.

Hon. A, H. Panton: I have seen it in a
leading article.

Mr. MAY : Yes, but when one realises the
ever-inereasing production from that field,
by the mumber of men employed in if, there
15 no cause for anyone to suggest that
absenteeism is more rampant in the coal
industry than in any other. It will be in-
teresting briefly ‘to run through the history
of the various mines at Collie.

The Minister for Housing: Leave me
something for the Mining Estimates.
Mr. MAY: I will leave the Minister

something. I will probably have some more
information prepared by then. The Pro-
prietary mine has been producing since
1899, That is a long time. The quality of
the coal from that mine is very good. It
is almost the best class of coal obtained
from the distriet. It has a calorific value
of 9400 B.T.U., and in 1937 i{ employed
260 men; in 1938 it employed 274, but in
1949 the number had dropped fo 251. There
are now 40 pairs of miners working in that
mine as against 54 in 1937, At the pre-
sent rate of production it is estimated, if
no further underground development takes
place, that that mine eannot be expected
to last more than two years. That is a
serious state of affairs. So far as I have
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been able to ascertain to date, there is no
indieation for the development of that
mine to be ineluded in the over-all plan to
develop the whole field.

It would be a great shame if this mine
were allowed to go out of existence in view
of the fact that it produces the best class
of coal that is possible to be produced in
Collie. At one stage in the life of this mine,
about 1936 or 1937, it was producing over
1,000 tons a day. At present it is only
producing an average of 500 tons a day.
That is a 50 per cent. reduction. I do not
think it augurs well for the future of that
mine unless its development is ineluded in
the scheme for the develepment of the fleld
generally. There is another seam about
100 feet below the one being worked at
present. It is estimated that that seam
will provide the mine With another 50
years of life, but so far there has been
no indication by the company that it in-
tends to work it. Some time ago a proposal
was published in ‘‘The West Australian’’
to mechanise eertain of the Collie mines,
hut no reference was made to this one,

I would like the Minister to give us some
lead as to whether it is intended by the
company to do something about that mine
instead of allowing it to be worked out
as must be the case at the present rate
of production, and with the number of
places that are available fo he worked at
present. I cannot guess what proposals
the company intends to implement; I can
only foresee what is likely to happen if no
attention is paid to that mine. The seam
below the present one, at abont 100 feet,
is seven feet thick and it has been proved
by boring that the ealorifie value of the
coal is 10,000 B.T.U. One would naturally
have expected when the reorganisation
scheme was published in ‘‘The West Aus-
tralian’’ as to certain mines being modern-
ised, mechanised and generally brought up
to date, that this mine would have heen
singled out for attention. Tnless the Min-
ister has some further information, there
is no indieation that anything will be done
to cnsure the future development of the
Proprietary mine.

I am pleased about the amenities that
have heen provided for the men at that
mine. As the Minister knows, for a long
time we have been- endeavouring to get the
powers that be to provide amenities for
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the men and now at last improvements on
the surface have heen made for them. A
mess has been built in which they can eaf
their meals and alse hot and cold water
has been made available underground. A
greal many more amenities eould be pro-
vided in addition to those now existing. If
one wants to ensure the greatest degree
of contentment and efficiency among the
workers, then the Government ecould not
do better than to provide those. amenities
which the men appreciate and which help
them to econserve their strength wunder-
ground, thus increasing their output and
the efficiency of the industry generally.

The Co-operative mine has been operating
since 1918 beeause it was in that year that
the old mine opposite to the present Co-
operative mine fell in and as a result, the
new workings were opened up. This mine
also produces a good class of hard coal
It is excellent for producing steam. It has
& caloriie value of 10,200 B.T.UJ. which
will give members some idea of its quality.
The number of men employed in 1947 was
190; in 1948 it was 188; and in 1949, they
totalled 181, thus showing a gradual de-
cline. The number of working places at
present is only 16. On the left-hand side
of the mine, there is what is known as the
siderite section. In the early days, the
coal Zrom that section was supplied to the
railways but it was found to be a brassy
type and clinkered badly in the firebox.
Ultimately it was found impossible to use
it in locomotives and that section of the
mine was closed down and finally became
flooded. It was out of use for a number
of years, but suddenly there came the ang
nouncement in ‘‘The West Australian’’ of
the programme mapped out by the eom-
pany for the reorganisation of its mining
operations, in the course of which it was
stated that it was intended to reopen the
siderite section.

The company indicated that it was to
spend, a large amount of money in dewater-
ing and proeceding with developments
there. Bearing in mind that the siderite
secticn had to be closed because the coal
was found unsmitable for use in locomo-
tives, members will agree that it does not
seem that the reopening of the section will
prove of advantage unless the unsatisfae-
tory features of the siderite decrease. Pos-
sibly that may be =0, and we may hope that
sueh will prove to be the ease. If it does
L]
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not, it is difficult to understand why so
mnch money is to be spent on reopening
a section of the mine that has proved un-
satisfactory.

The Minister for Housing: The Moira
seam may be all right,

Mr. MAY: I am speaking of the siderite
section.

 The Minister for Housing: The Moira
seam is adjacent to that.

Mr. MAY : If the Minister has read the re-
ports, he will appreciate why the siderite
section was closed. Furthermore, the man-
ner in which the mine was developed in
the past made haulage underground com-
plicated and expensive. In my opinion,
there are many other parts, including the
Moira seam to which the Minister has re-
ferged, that could be better developed than
the siderite section of the Co-operative
mine, Many faults were encountered during
the life of the mine and the tendency has
always heen to go round them rather than
through the faults. The resulf is, as I have
already indicated, that haulages there are
extremely complicated and expeunsive, and
this has not added to the efficiency of the
mining operations, It will be decidedly ig-
teresting to note the result of the mechani-
sation of the mine. I eertainly hope it will
prove suecessful, but I, with others, would
prefer to see the bottom seam worked. We
know the good class of eoal that can be
obtained there, and the gquantity available.
On the other hand, the proposition in hand
at the Co-operative mine is very doubtful.
Next let us consider the Cardiff mine, which
has been in existence sinee 1905.

The Minister for Housing: That is your
favourite.

Mr. MAY: As a matter of faet, it is not.
The quality of eoal obtained there is very
poor althongh, when ecrushed, it is most
suitable for power house purposes, and it
is largely nsed in that direetion. The ealori-
fie value is 9,440 B.T.U. I certainly was
sorprised to find that its eslorific value was
s0 high in view of the nature of the coal
taken from the pif. The peeuliar thing
about the Cardiff mine is that in 1947, 111
men were employed there, in 1948 there
were 116, and in 1949, 120. It is strenge
that while the number of men employed has
inereased, there are no working places
=vailable in the mine. The men are not
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working places at all but are taking ouf
tha top coal, which had been left pre-
viously. The top coal is expected to last
for another six months only. Unless some-
thing is done to develop the lower seam or
to take out the pillars, it will be a case of
‘‘shut up shop.” '

In a statement published in *‘*The West
Australian’’ in July of last-year, it was
indieated that this mine is to be included
in the reorganisation 'and mechanisation
proposal. As a matter of fact, a new tunnel
has already been started in the Cardiff
mine to uncover a second seam. Why the
siderate seetion of the Co-operative mine
and the hottom seam of the Cardiff mine
bave been singled out for immediate atten-
tion and the expenditure of over £530,000
is difficult to undersiand, particularly when
there are other good mining propositions in
the district that it is evidently not intended
to touch. To ap outsider it would seem
that, in view of the faet that there is an
absence of competition in the supply of
coal within the State, the eompany has de-
veloped a programme for the production
and use of its lowest quality coal. Whether
that is so or not I do not know, but it
wonld appeer tq be the position. To my
mind, at least 50 per cent. of good coal
should be under development as well as the
lower quality coal. The State would be
well advised to safegnard its interests in
that respeet by ensuring that good-class
coal seams are developed as well as the
lower grade sections.

Then there is the Stockton mine, that has
heen operating for the past 23 years and
is young, as mines go. The quality of the
coal is 9,220 B.T.U., In 1947 the number
of men employed was 144; in 1948, 144 and
in 1948, 131, a decrease of 13. The mine
has 60 or 70 working places which, if
worked properly, would make it a
good proposition; this is because of iis
more recent opening. A greater output of
coal could be ensily and guickly obtained
from this mine, a5 it lends itself to
meehanisation. It is difficult to understand
why it has not been included in the mecha-
nisation scheme which is evidenlly being
carried out. In July, 1938, 26 pairs of
miners were working in the mine, but in
July, 1947, there were only 22 palrs, a
deerease of four. The decrease, slthough
amall, is serious when one takes into con-
gideration that this is a young mine com-
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pared with the others.
outlook for coal, the number of men em-
ployed should be on the inerease, yet we
find that, with the one exception of the
Cardiff mine, the number of miners em-
ployed underground is beeoming less,

Hon. E. Nulsen: What is the reason?

Mr. MAY: I shall come to that later; it
has some relation to open-cuts I have
dealt with the deep mines belonging to
Amalgamated Collieries. Now let us eon-
sider the Griffin mine, which has been in
operation for 23 years. Evidently, it was
opened up about the same time as the
Stockton mine. The quahty of the eoal
from the Griffin mine is 10,000 B.T.U. It
is & very good coal; in faet, it is being used
for gas production at present. I under-
stand there are ample supplies. The num-
ber of men employed in it in 1947 was 154
and in 1948, 159. That is an increase of
five, but in 1949 the number was 142, or a
deerease of 17, There are 30 working places
in the pit and I regret that the mine also
shows a tendency towards decline in the
number of men employed underground.
There is a great opportunity now for the
mine to be mechanised, as the area worked
is becoming steeper.

T hope it will be possible for the Gnﬂ‘in
Coal Mining Company to mechanise the
mine, as it is a good producér, has a good
class of coal and is very popular with all
the consumers who have been fortunate
enough to use its produet. It is to be hoped
that lack of finance will not be allowed to
prevent the company from properly
mechanising the mine, so that it may con-
tinue to increase its production for the bene-
fit of the State. This mine should be en-
eouraged by the Railway and the State
Electricity Departments to inerease its ont-
put, so that every advantage can be taken
of the class of eoal which it is produecing.

The next mine belonging to the Griffin
Coal Mining Company is the Wyvern. Tt
only started producing in 1943 and its coal
is of very good quality, 10,05¢ B.T.U. In
1947 the pumber of men employed in it was
47 and in 1948, 64, while in 1949 the num-
+ ber increased to 67. This is a total inerease
of 20. It is pleasing to note another mind
in the distriet increasing the number of men
in its employ. The increase of 20 over the
vears mentioned is & healthy sign and 1
sineerely hope that, in the interests of the

With ﬂ;e present -
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State, the number will be maintained and
still further increased. This mine will very
shortly be completely mechanised.

The Minister for Houszing: It # going to
be a good mine.

Mr. MAY: T agree. The company is now
wailing for the coal cutter to arrive from
England. It has all the other mechanised
units and when the mine is fully mechanised
it is anticipated that it will completely
double its output. I understand that at pre-
sent it is producing about 600 tons a ciay.
Any assistance that might have been rend-
ered to the company to mechanise the mine
has been money well spent and will provide -
an mrople return, ‘

The Minister for Housing: I agree with
you.

Mr., MAY: The only other small mine
belonging to the Grifin Company is the
Phoenix, which started to operate in 1948,
so that it really does not come into the
question yet,

The Minister for Housing: It is improv-
ing. _

Mr. MAY: I understand it is the inten-
tion of the company to mechanise it.

The Minister for Housing: Yes.

Mr. MAY: The class of coal is very
good. If it is developed on the same lines
as the Wyvern, I think that the production
of coal in this State will not only be in-
creased but also improved in quality. Here,
again, I think the company should be en-
conraged as much as possible. Whatever
battle-necks are encountered in the opening
up of the mine should be overcome. The
Government should assist the company so
that the State will have the benefit of this
good elass of eoal when the mine is mechan-
ised. I have given a brief summary of the
deep mines at Collie.

One ecannot help remarking upon the
gradual decline of deep mining on that field.
I know that the open-cuts are being worked
for the specific purpose of obtaining eoal
quickly; but side by side with the open-
ents we should have had a developmental
programme for the deep mines. Sooner or
later the open-cuts will peter out, becaunse
they are not unlimited propositions. The
day will come when they will be severely
narrowed down; and if we have another
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orisis such as arose in 1939, when the second
World War broke out, and there is a short-
.age of power and a great demand for coal,
all our emergency supplies will be exhaust.ed,
unless some definite stand is taken whereby
the working of the deep mines goes hand
in hand with that of the open-cuts. It
seems to me that more attention i3 being
given to the working of the open-cuts than
to the development of the deep class of
mine in Collie, where we get a befter fype
of coal; and unless we go to a depth we
shall not get the quality we desire for the
maintenance of our industries.

Moreover, unless we do produce a better
class of coal the time is fast arriving when
the position will be the same ag prevailed
in 1930 and succeeding years, when the
market in this State was heing flooded by
coal from the Eastern States and our miners
were working only two days a week. We
do not want that to happen again, and I
am sounding a note of warning to this
Government and to amy Government that
may succeed it that, unless a very tight grip
is taken on the development of the deep
- ¢coalmines in Collie, in a few years' time
we will find ourselves in a very serious posi-
tion with regard to production and will have
the spectacle that we witnessed from 1930
onwards when men were stood down. That
was a crying shame and it was due to the im-
portation of coal. I have herc figures re-
lating to the preoduetion of coal for the
siz months from the 1st July, 1948, to the
31st December, 1948, and from the 8th
Janwary, 1949, to the 25th June, 1949.
They are most illuminating. The Minister
supplied them in reply to a question. The
figures for the six months ended the 8l1st
December, 1948, were as follow:—

Mine. Tons.
Co-operative 43,365.57
Proprietary 76,795.17
Storkton §9,161.21
Cardiff £3,653.07
Griffin 46,350.20
Wyvern 41,872.00
Phoenix 969.90
Stockton open- (‘ut . 67,356.85
Black Diamond open- cut 104.83

The total production was 389,628.80 tons.
For the six-monthly period from the 8th
Jannary, 1949, to the 25th June, 1949, the
total produced was 362,968 tons. So there
was a falling off in produetion. It is diffi-
cult to nnderstand that, although T think
it was mainly due to the intervention of the
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holiday period. The open-cut eoal pro-
duced from the lst July, 1048, to the 31st
December, 1948, was 67,460 tons and from
the 8th January, 18409, to the 25th June,
1949, it waz 103,756 tons. Of the total
produced in the 1948 period—389,628 tons
—the open-cut production was 67,460 tons,
leaving a tofal of 322,168 tons produced
from the deep coalmines. The open-cut
figure for the 1949 period was 103,756 tons
out of a total of 362,968 tons, the deep
mined coal amounting to 259,312 tons. Over
the two periods mentioned deep mined coal
wag reduced by 62,956 toms. That is an-
other indication of the manner in which the
production from deep coalmines is slipping.
I think it will serve to prove the extent to
which dwindling is taking place. ‘

Let us look at the Black Diamond open-
cut. In spite of all that has heen said, the
coal produced from that open-cut has proved
of fairly good quality and the locomotive
drivers are quite happy abouf it and are
prepared to use it in preference to some of
the other classes of coal they get. From the
date of commencement—the 22nd April,
1948—io the 31st December, 1948, 134,655
tons of overburden had been removed at a
cost of £17,817 and the output of eoal was
103 tons. Coal won from December, 1948,
to April, 1949, {otalled 16,799 dons
valued at £19,948. The cost of removing
the overburden for the same period is not
available; why, I do not know., 1 cannot
imagine the contractor working for such &
long period without being paid; and it
seems fo me that there should be some
method of aseertaining the cost of removing
that overburden.

If it was in the same ratio as for the
earlier period, the coal produced will be
found to be pretty cosily. So much has -
beerl said abont this proposition that it al-
most seems impossible to say anything new.
But something ean still be said. Produoetion
of coal from the open-cut to date has been
merely from the ountcrop and not the main
seam. In the early life of the open-eut,
when the overburden was being removed, all
the overburden was taken from the bottom
side of the cut until it became impossible
to remove any more—and the seam is atill
nneovered. That is accounted for by the
fact that from the onterop of the seam down
to the bottom there is a dip of one in three
and it has been impossible for the machine
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to go in and remove the overburden on
aecount of that very steep incline.
I want to say, in spite of anything to the
contrary, that if it bhad been possible to
continne removing the overburden from the
bottom side of the open-cut to reach the
seam there so as to get the full benefit of
the seam, the company would still have had
to take out 104 ft. of overburden.

When the operations were commenced it
was evidently decided to uncover the whole
width of the seam, with the result that some
thousands of tons of overburden were faken
from the botiom side of the seam, and it
has now been found impossible to work it.
For one thing there js a lake there, and it
is quite impossible to empty it, quite apart
from the depth of the overburden. There-
fore, thousands of pounds must have been
wasted in removing that overburden. The
intention evidently is to work along the
outcrop of the seam. That is proved by the
fact that the company is now following the
outcrop eastward, and not developing the
seam as was intended in the first place, Al-
though it is quite impossible to estimate the
amount of overburden that has been taken
away, it is obvious that a mistake wag made
in the initial stages. Whether the produe-
tion of coal from the ppen-cut in the future
will prove worthwhile remains to be seen,
but the outlook is all right provided the
right method of working the open-eut is
adopted, and the correct direetion of the
seam followed.

Now I wish to deal with the Stockton
open-cut. This was opened at a later stage
than the Black Diamond open-cut, and has an
area of approximately 40 scres. The aver-
age depth of overburden was 25 feet, The
sean is very level. Cricket or football eould
be played on the seam that has beén exca-
vated. It is well drained. Oa the 15th July,
1949, I asked the following questions;—

{1) If the total tonnage of overburden re-
moved from the No. 2 Stoekton open-cut is not
known, as stated by him in reply to a question

on Tuesday last, how is it proposed to arrive
at the cost of removing same?

(2) What is the total tonnage of coal won
from the No. 2 Stockton open-cut only, sinece
ity inceptiont

(3) What is the total value of same?

The answers were as follow:—

(1) The Mines Department has no records of
the cost of temoval of overburdenm on open-
cuts.
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(2) Not available, as pr:)duction figures re-
late to Stockton open-cut as one producer,

(3) Answered by No. (2).
There is no production from the Stockion
No. 1 open-cut, so the total production must
be coming from the Stockton No. 2 open-
cut. Evidently there is po record at the
Mines Department of the amount of over-
burden removed, or the production figures.
Neither is there any information as to the
value of the coal taken. It seems peenfiar
that the Black Diamond figures as to over-
burden, quantity and value of coal, should
be available, whereas there are none in con-
nection with the Stockton open-cut whereby
we could arrive at a comparispn. However,
I huve been able to obtain a comparison on

- the output of the two open-cuts as follows:—

Black Diamond open-cut from the 8th
January to the 25th June, 1949, 26,372 tons;
Stockton open-cut for the same period,
77,474 tons, or almost three times as much.
Therefore the Stockton open-caut which was
opened much later than the Black Diamond,
produced more coal in the same period, at
a much lower cost for the removal of over-
burden, because the average is only 25 feet.

S0 much for the statement by the Min-
ister for Mines that the reason for handing
back the Black Diamond leases to Amal-
gamated Collieries was to obtain coal
quickly. The company could have gone to
the Stockton open-cut which produced
77,000 tons in six months as against 26,000
tons from the Black Diamond open-cut, [
do not see the force of the Minister’s argu-
ment. T am sure the knowledge was with
the Mines Department as to the Stockton
open-cut site and the depth of the over-
burden. It is only reasonable to assume that
the eoal eould have been got much more
quickly and cheaply from there than from
the Black Diamond leases. In 1947-48, 572
men were employed on the Stockton open-
cut and in 1948-49, there were 56. There
was an inerease in that period. An inter-
esting point ahont the two open-euts is this,
that the tonnage per man per working day
at the Black Diamond is 4.42 and at the
Stockton, 11.64. That also shows when the
coal could have been more quickly won.

The priee of coal, generally, on the field,
until recently, was an average of 23s. 10d.
3 ton. That price was paid, evidently for
any class of coal at all. But in reply to a
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question on the 27th July, the Minister gave
the price at 26s. 2d. a ton. That is the price
now being paid, apparently, for any quality
of eoal at Collie. I do not know what ar-
rangements the railways and tramways have
with the coal eompanies as to the price of
coal, but I fail to see how the top priee of
26s. 2d. a ton eonld be paid for some classes
of coal that are put into the railways and
other State utilities, It is pretty difficult
to understand.

The Minister for Housing: It is the cost,
plus a certain fixed sum.

Mr. MAY: That is so, but if we are fo
pey exactly the same price for the lowest
quality coal as for the hest, it is only
natural to assunme that we shall be given
a greater percentage of the poor class ¢oal.
That is what appears to me to be happen-
ing, and the Government must answer that
question later. It is interesting to note
that to mine one ton of coal from the open-
cut costs about 12s, so evidently someone
" is making a fair profit out of supplying
open-cut coal to the Government. Recently
there have been prospects of other com-
panies opening up at Collie and T think it
will be a very good thing if that is done.

Before long, provided it is floated sue-
cessfully, the Goldfields company intends to
open up a deep mine and open-cuts. That
company has been doing a good deal of bor-
ing and has proved considerable quantities
of coal at various depths. It has a market
for 100,000 tons per year available- on the
Goldfields as soon as it commences produec-
tion. It will be & good thing to have com-
petition in the industry on this field. I
understand it is proposed that at the out-
set the company shall work an open-cut
at Collie Burn and I believe the coal is of
good quality. It will be close to the rail-
way and will prove a Godsend to the Gold-
flelds in view of the present cost of wood
fuel to the mines. I trust the eompany will
be given every consideration by the Gov-
ernment when it comes to apening up an-
other deep mine, and that it will be afforded
every facility in order that it may get into
production at the earliest possible moment.

The Minister for Housing: That is what
we want to see.
Mr. MAY: If we are ever going to do

80, now is the time to make ourselves self-
supporting in the matter of eoal supplies
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and to put our deep coalmines on a proper
footing. That must be done while the open-
cut eoal is being produced and then, when
outside competition enters inte it again,
we will be able to produce our local coal
at a cost that will prohibit importations
from the Eastern States. I clearly remem-
ber the time when we . were importing so
much coal inte Western Australia that the
Collie miners were working only two shifts
per week.

Mr. Ackland: You told us that an hour
ago.

Mr. MAY: I will probably tell the hon.
member about it again. When the Collie
miners were working only two shifts per
week for a number of years, nobody outside
of Collie cared whether they starved or not,
but immediately coal supplies from else.
where ceased, everybody wanted to know
what the Collie miners were doing. The in-
dustry went through a paralysing time and
the men who, owing to the amount of coal
being imported, were working only a eouple
of days a week, began to [ook round to see
how the position could be rectified. Wages
were not high in those days and, apart
from anything else, the miners saw many
young men, born on the field, having to go
elsewhere for work at a time when they
had reached the age at which they should
have been taking their places in the coal
production industry. They simply had to
get out and men were being retained in the
industry at 70 and in some cases nearly B0
years of age. We had then the sorry spee-
tacle of young men in their prime, who
should have heen taking the places of the
older men, being sent away from Collie,
The industry has never recovered from
that.

That is one of the main reasons why to-
day we are so short of coalminers. At all
events, the average miner began to take
stock of the position and asked, ‘“What is
the use of our working in the pits until it
is almost time for us to die, when the young
men, who should be taking our places, are
having to find employment elsewheret®’
They then deeided to retire at 60 in order
to give the younger men an opportunity of
following in their footsteps. That was at
the fime when the miners started to org-
anise and do something to alleviate the
position that had arisen due to the import-
ation of Eastern States coal. It is not to
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be wondered that they took some such step,
when we recall the suffering and foss that
they experienced during that peried. That
is one reason why I am anxious to make
certain that neither this nor any other
Government that may come along will fail
to ensure continuity of coal supplies from
our own coalmines, in preference to import-
ing foreign coal.

No wonder the men, during those dark
days, decided to organise and apply
schemes that would to a large extent mini-
mise for the future the sufferings they had
experienced.© There is now a glorious
opportunity to put our only produecing
coalfield on a sound footing. I hope the
open-cut mining will continue to deeline
and that deep mining of better-class eoal
will be developed. We know the position
in the Eastern States, where production is
increasing and we must realise that before
long Queensland and New South Wales will
be producing far more than their own
requiremenis, They will be looking for a
msarket for their over production. Let us
establish ourselves as they are doing over
there, so that we may be able to supply all
our coal needs in the fulure.

I now wish to have something to say
about the men who actually produce the
coal. I did not intend to spesk for so
long, but I feel that a speech on the coal
gitnation in this State is not complete with-
out some reference to the men who are the
real producers of coal. Over the years the
industry at Collie has met with various
ups and downs. Through it all the maj)-
ority of the men have stuck to the trade.
Sometimes one wonders why, beeanse it is
far from congenial—it is really dangerous
—and the way .they have to work under-
ground, and the muck and slush in which
they have to work are mos{ unpleasant,
a large extent I believe that the younger
generation is trying to avoid taking on
what I call an obnozious industry. How-
ever, over the years the men have stuck to
the industry, even with its many dis-
abilities in wages and conditions.

These men have been loyal to the Stats,
and my only hope is that we can continue
to imbue the rising generation with the
same great spirif as has been shown by the
present generation working in the eoal-
mines. Most of a coalminer’s life is spent
underground and he sees very little of

To

-
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God’s good sunshine. A lot has been said
lately about the 35-hour week. If it is
good enough for men in congenial occupa-
tions, working in Geod’s sunlight, to work
40 hours, then I say that a 35-hour week
should be granted o the poor old miner
who, when he goes down below, does not
know whether he will come up again, If
the 35-hour week could be brought about,
the industry would benefit.” Very little
trouble has been caused by any action of
the coalminers in this State. Down the
years, little pinpricking things have bap-
pened which have caused short stoppages
and arguments, but the induwstry in this
State has given good service and we have
been most fortunate in the continuity of
supolies of coal.

Recently we had a stoppage, but I re-
mind the Premier that during the course
of s statement he made to this House he
referred to the loyalty of the miners ai
Collie during the war years, when they
worked in the pits all day, then came up
at night and did their training in the
V.D.C. These men also gave up their
wegk-ends so that they could be trained to
help defend their country should that be-
come necessary. I realise, too, that the
Premier knows many of these men person-
ally, and when he spoke in this House dur-
ing the coal}lcrisia he did so with fall
knowledge of the men’s conditions. The
Premier realised that the men stopped
work beeause of the very same loyalty
they had towards their organisation. As
soon as they knew that the stoppage was
not being directed through the proper
channels, they went back to work. When
they realised that their loyalty was mis-
placed, they immediately returned to the
mines, Therefore, the resnlis of that
stoppage should not be thrown up at the
miners at every opportunity. It is up te
all of us to remember the nature of the
mdustry and the dangers that each man
undergoes whenever he works below.

It is always possible to tell a miner hy
the eolour of his skin. He is white and
pallid through lack of sunshine and he sut-
fers various disabilities becanse he works in
water and slush. He is subject to putrid
conditions so far as air is concerned and
is it any wonder that men, in these enlight-
ened days, are secking to lessen the num-
ber of hours they are forced to spend down
below? I hope every consideration will be
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given in all directions to meet the needs
of this industry and to assist those who sre
in the position of condueting it. If we can,
by word or deed, give those men the
endouragement they deserve, having in
mind the conditions under which -they
work, then I feel certain this State will be
assured of a continuity of ecoal supplies
during the years to come.

HON. E. H H HALL (Geraldton)
[10.28]: When listening to the Treasurer
deliver his Budget speech, one could not
fail to be impressed by the fact that has
often been stated in this House, that this
State is financially impoverished. I often
wonder just how long any Treasurer will
continue to be sble to do justice to the
many calls upon the Treasury and to cope
satisfactorily with the demand for finance.
We recantly had a visit from the Prime
Minister and he met the mining people in
Kalgoorlie. 1 tried to gather from Press
reports what his attitude was towards our
goldmining industry. After he left Kal-
goorlie, he eame to Perth, was here for a
short time and then deparied. I am won-

" dering whether the Premier has brought
back any ray of hope as a result of those
many requests that have been made to the
Prime Minister to do something for wkat
we regard as a major industry in this
State,

Membhers will have hoticed in the Press
during the last few days & report by
Professor Copland advocating that Aus-
tralia should raise & loan in the United
States of America. I wonder whether the
Premier, in replying to this debate, will be
able to tell us whether anything material
has resulted from that suggestion. Such
matters are far beyond my reach, but Pro-
fessor Copland is a man who can speak
with some authority on them and, although
it is not the practice these days to go
abroad for loans still, when a man of the
standing of the Professor recommends such
aetion I think there is some merit in it
and I will be pleased to hear what the
Premier has to say on it.

This Government might well give con-
sideration to an attempt to break some
new ground in the administration of publie
affairs in this State. We eontinue on in
the same way from year to year and it
geems o me that those administering State
affairs merely follow in the footsteps of

-
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their predecessors I am not the first to
make a suggestion of this pature but so
far not very much attention, if any, has
been given to it. To be reasonable we
cannot expect a Government in its first
term of office to do much in the way of
administration, but having practically
reached the end of its three-year period
and established the confidence of the
people to place it in office for a further
three, I do suggest that it consider the
banding together of members from each
side of the House to serve on various com-
mittees,

Hon. A, H, Panton: What again!

Hon. E. H, H, HALL: I was not in this
Chamber dunring the life of past Govern-
ments, but I have noticed from statements
that have been made in the Press and else-
where that Ministers are exiremely over-
worked. Since I have been a member of
this House not one but several Ministers
have given me to understand that they are
very busy. I can believe that, and if it is
so why should not some attention be given

‘to enlisting the assistance of men from all

three Parties in this Chamber?

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Why threet I
thought the members on your side of the
House belonged now to one Party only.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The administra-
tion of the Government would be strength-
ened considerably if some such arrangement
were made. I would go further and ask:
Who aré better fitted for election to the
many boards now operating than our mem-
bers of Parliament? I consider one
member from each Party would he an
excellent choice to form the composition of
hoards new funectioning. There are many
of them and members who are elected to
this House on an adult franchise and
responsible to the people would make for
more satisfactory working of those bodies.
For instance, there is the much criticised
State Honsing ‘Commission. ‘

I know there are members on the left
of the Speaker and those on this side whe
conld more than pull their weight on that
Commission. By serving on it they would
gain valuable knowledge which it is not
possible for any member to scquire out-
side of it, and they would thus be able to
pass that information on te their eol-
leagues. It would undoubtedly make for
the better working and greater efficiency of
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that body in providing for the ereetion of
homes. I have here a copy of a journal
entitled, ‘‘Our Home.'' It gives ap
account of what has been dome in New
Sonth Wales. I know there is a Lahour
Government in office there but we shounld
give credit where it is due. Here is an
account of a cooperative society which has
done wonderful work in that State. At the
opening of the 50,000th home the ehairman
of directors of the Association of Building
Societies said—

The 50,000th home was rather symbelieal,
There were 50,000 members of cooperative
building societies, and aboui 45,000 of them
occupied homes obtained through the society to
whiech they belonged. The Government had
guaranteed lendinge to the cooperative huild-
ing societies of nearly £50,000,000.

Further on the article states this—

The Premier, Mr. McGirr, who was warmly
applauded, expressed his thanks for the op-
portunity of opening the 50,000th .house. Mr.
MeGirr said that shortly after taking over the
portfolio of Mirnister of Housing, some years
ago, his attention was directed to the case of
o war widow in Bankstown who had been foreed
to live with her seven children in a tent. The
dire straits in this, not an isolated case, was
one of the factors which impressed him with
the absolute urgency of home provision, He
had arranged with builders who, on his vigorous
representations, began and finished a home in
five days at a eost of £580. The widow’s home
today would be well worth £1,400.

Mr. Me(irr said that the growth of build-
ing societies from 300 societies in the early
1940's to 551 that day, with available capital
of more than £50,000,000, was proof of the
popularity of this type of home finance and
evidence also of the enthusinsm of those con-
nected with building socicties. They were do-
ing wonderful work and they wholeheartedly
believed in its ueefulness. He had never in-
tended that the Housing Commission ehould
be the sole building authority.

I commend that to onr Minister for Hous-
ing, if not to the Government as a whole,
who should endeavour, if eonsideration has
not already been given fo the matter, to do
something along those lines in this State.
Good work is being done by fthe Perth
Building Society, but I would sirongly
urge that a determined effort be made to
encourage cooperative building societies m
this State so that we might have more and
more houses huilt to accommodate the many
people who have bheen without them for so
long. It seems that our present rate of
progress will remain for too long a time
unaltered to fulfil the requirements of our

. 1663

housing needs. I will now quote from &
recent leading article published in “The
‘West Australian” on this vexed subject of
Commonwenlth-State finance. It states—

Tt i the present Federal-State finanecial sys-
tem—not the details of its administration or
the metheds of the State Grants Commigasion—
that iz at the rpot of the poverty of Btate
Treasuries compared with the obligations of
public eervices and development which the
State Governments are required to discharge.
The mal-distribution of available revenue be-
tween the Commonwealth and the States has
been aggravated by the suecessive Labour
Governments in Canberra during and gince the
Wwar,

The Federa! Treasury has obtained a
stranglehold on State finance which Mr. Chifley
is determined to maintain. So long as the
States are largely dependent on an annual dole
fixed at the discretion of the Commonwealth
Government their financial sovercignty will be
restricted and the drift towards unification
through a withering of State functions is cer-
tain to continue, Again this year the States
will find it impoesible to make ends meet with-
out curtailment of needed activities, and again
Mr. Chifley has persisted in his stubborn op-
positizn to a conference to review the financial
relationship,

I have urged before, and I do so again,
realising that it is about all that private
members ¢can do, that this State should join
with the other States, irrespective of the
political eomplexion of their Governments, in
an endeavour to force—I would like to use
that word, although I know we cannot do so—
the Prime Minister to eonvene a convention
so that the finaneizl relationships between the
Commonweatlh and the States may receive
long overdue consideration with a view to
placing them on a footing that will enszble
the States to carry on as they should. Many
pages of “Hansard” have been filled dur-
ing the dcbate on the Estimates and it is
not my infention to add to the labours of
the “Hansard” staff or to {respass on the
patience of members any more than I think
is absolutely necessary. I desire to say these
few words; and when the departmentsl Es-
timates eome before us, I shall have further
opportunities of dealing with other topics.
I think it is up to me to express my opinion.

I have sat for hours listening to other
members. As we have the right to say what
we think, so long as we do not offend—T
shal’ fry not to be offensive—we should cer-
tainly express our opinions. For my part,
I think the exhibition we have witnessed
during this session, especially on the Esti-
mates, has been something that is not very
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ereditable to the Parlinment of this Siate.
That is my opinion, and I state it. I shall
not mention any particular member but I
consider the time has come when we, a3 a
Parliament, supposedly consisting of respon-
sible men, should take pride in the way the
business of the Chamber is conducted., For
two nights last week the proceedings were
anything but what would be expected of a
responsible and sensible body.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You are reflect-
ing on members.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Every opportunity
should be allowed members fo express their
opinions. If they cannot do so here, where
ean they hope’to express them? If they
have not the privilege of expressing their
views here without being undaly offensive,
then it has come to a pretty pass. I am
entitled fo say that when a member esn
stand up and occupy the time of Parliament
and its officers, as we witnessed last week,
something ought to be done about it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a reflection
on the Chair.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am entitled to
say what I think about it, and I am en-
deavouring to do so in a&s reasonable a
manner as possible. I would allow every
- member the right to speak to the utmost
if he were championing the cause of his
electors and drawing attention to their

needs.
Mr, Rodoreda: But he must not criticise
the Government at all! ~

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:: When it comes to
taking up the time of Parliament by read-
ing extract after extract, and that can be
allowed to continue hour after hour, dur-
ing the course of which the ‘member con-
cerned deals with things that are not of
the slightest publie interest, of no value
to the State at all—

Mr. Graham: But which the public might
forget,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: —it is time some-
one did something about it.

Mr. Graham: What are you going to do
ahout it?

Hon. E. H. H  HALL: We have the
remedy, and I intend to move to apply it.
If T have the opportunity, should we have

such an cxhibition again, I shall take ae-
tion, whether or not it meets with the
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approval of my friends who sit to the left
of the Chair. That does not concern me
in the slightest; it is my right, and I in-
tend to exercise it. I do not intend to
have it said to me, ‘*You have sat down
and done nothing about it.”’ I give notice
to members now—I do not want to rush
in where angels fear to tread—that I in-
tend to take a certain course. Unless
something is done, I shall move in the not-
far distant future that this matter be re-
ferred to the Standing Orders Committee,
of which I am a member, and which is like
other sessional committees appointed by
this Chamber, I am sorry to say—not very
active,

When I suggested a short while ago that
members of Parliament should be appointed
to various ecommittees, I did not refer to
bodies like the Standing Orders Commit-
tee and other parliamentary commitiees. I
mesant that they would take an active part
in the functioning of the commitiees I had
in mind. As a member of the Standing
Orders Committee, I shall move that our
Standing Orders be brought into line with
those of the IHouse of Representatives and
therehy give the Government, irrespective
of who may comprise it, an opportunity
to arrange the bunsiness of the Houpse in
the way it desires. I ask this question:
The Government in this Chamber repre-
sents a majority of the people of the
State—

Mr. Rodoreda: It does not.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Of course, that 'is
not so.

Hon. E. H  H. HALL: The Government
should have that right. I do not eare what
its political colour might be.

Hon, A. H, Panton: I bet you do not.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Ministers should
be able to conduct the affairs of the State
in as satisfactory a manner as possible.

Hon! A. R. G. Hawke: Quite wrong.
What about Parliament?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There are some
who have no proper realisation of what the
public requires of them. Ministers are al-
lowed to be kept here until the early hours
of the morning and are then expected to
attend their offices in order to carry on
the work of their departments. It iz not
a fair thing.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There are greater
rights than those of the Government.
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I hope the Gov-
ernment will take action to end this state
of affairs and place this House on the
same basis as the House of Representatives,
whose Standing Orders I have recently
perused and find that they were amended
in 1931.

Hon. A. H, Panton: I hope we will not
get down to that sort of thing.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Tt is time some-
thing was done in this Stat: so that the
Government will be placed in a different
position.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A new Hitler!

MR. NIMMO (Mt. Hawthorn} [10.47]:

There are one or two maiters upon which

I desire to touch, and one relates to housing.
For some considerable time I have been very
econcerned about the permit question. I
wish the Gtovernment would take steps fo
cancel the need for permifs up to at least
10 or 12 squares. In New South Wales and
Victoria no control is exercised over build-
ings up to 12 squares, while in Queensland,
South Australia apd Tasmania no controls
are imposdd. If conirols were lifted in re-
spect of buildings tequiring 10 or 12
squares, it would help quite a lot of people
who are endeavouring to secure homes.
Something like 11,100 Commonwealth ren-
tal homes and over 4,500 war service homes
are required. If we were fo build war ser-
vice homes at the rate of 1,000 per year,
it would take us four years at least to make
that provision and we certainly cannot build
1,000 war service homes per year. The point
is that there are many men who are waiting
to build small unit homes and others who
would, if allowed, take tenancy homes,

During the past few months T have visited
over 1,500 homes. I endeavoured to obtain
certain partienlars, 1 found many young
people living with * their parents. They
would gladly build small unit homes, if it
were possible. Recently a committee was
formed, of which T am a member, with a
view to self-help. As soon as it was
formed, five men approached me and wanted
to know if they could join the committee.
One man was a carpenter, two were brick
layers, one was & plumber and still another
a earrier. They said to me, “We will join in
the scheme and build the homes voluntarily
at week-ends, provided we can get the per-
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mits.” That is why I say that if the permits
were lifted to 12 squares, many men would
build homes for themselves. Even the
builders say that they could erect one or
two more homes if the eontrols were lifted.

Some people may ask, “What about
materials? We are short of them.” But only
taday a builder told me that he was getting
increased supplies of bricks from the Car-
dup lkdlns and that these bricks were being
produced under hetter conditions, That is
as it should be, and we should fight for im-
proved conditions for our timber workers,
so as to encourage them to increase their
production. Some time ago it was not pos-
sible, or extremely difficult, to buy a tap
in Perth; yet in the Eastern States taps were
being displayed in shop windows, Evidently
they were not scarce there.

Why cannot we get more material from
the other States? Let us fight for i,
scrounge for it, if necessary, but do the best
we can fo obtain it. If a private company
sent a man to the Eastern States to procure
supplies and he failed, he would get the
sack,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Are you suggesting
that we should sack the Honorary Minister
for Supply and Shipping?

Mr. NIMMO: I think the Honorary Min-
ister is doing a very good job. She wanis a
lot more support.

Hon, A. H. Panton: You eannot get ont
of it that way!

$r. NIMMO: The Housing Commission
is doing.a marvellons job under exceed-
ingly difficuli conditions, but I think its
function should be to lock after war service
homes and Commonwealth-State vental
homes. T understand there are 4,218 permits
outstanding and it will take a long time to
build the houses when those permits are
granted. I strongly urge the Goveroment to
lift the controls up to 12 squares. The
bailding programme in my electorate starts
at Mt. Claremont, where the Government is
erecting many Commonwealth-State rental
homes, The Resumption Department has re-
sumed some 300 blocks at Mt. Claremont,
hut the prohlem is lack of water supply. If
300 homes were bnilt at onece they would be
withaut a supply of water. On the new
Hackett Estate 270 war service homes will
eventually be erected, while in the new es-
tate of Floreat Park 2,000 blocks are wait-
ing to be sold.
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The member for Collie mentioned that
there was a factory area at Secarborough. I
am very disappointed that that is so; it is
between the two building sections of Wem-
bley Park and the land between it and
North Beach. It has been said that that
land is not fit to build on, but I point oui
that it is eminently suited for parks, of
which we need plenty. The ex-Naval Men's
Association plan to build a pumber of
homes &t Scarborough under a week-end
scheme with voluntary labour. I think 95
permits have been issued this year for
homes at Searborough, which is a few more
than last year. I have to commend the Re-
sumption Department, which has seeured
almost enough lend at Scarborough on
which to build 2,000 homes, but these again
will be beld up for lack of water. A water
seheme is proposed for the distriet at Yo-
kine Hill. It will be connected with the
Canning Dam, but I am led to believe that
some time will elapse before pipes are avail-
able. There are many other matiers that I
could touch on with respect to housing, but
I shall postpone my remarks until we reach
the housing Estimates,

I have a word or two to say in regard to
transport. It should be the policy of the
Government to build all roads similar to the
Stirling Highway to carry Government and
private transport sysiems., In Tasmania
concerete roads are being constructed, be.
eause of the saving that will be eifected in
repairs.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where will you get
the cement?

Mr. XIMMO: There is plenty of it. I
hope the Minister for Transport will pay
particular attention to my suggestion. T
would like to know what it costs the Gov-
ernment for road repairs. In my opinien,
our trolleybusses are a credit to their manu-
facturers. They have stood up to their job
in a creditable fashion when one considers
the time they have heen running on the
road. I do not think the diesel busses stand
up to the work as well as the trolleybusses
do. If we had better roads our diesel busses
might stand up fo their job better,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The country needs
better roads,

Mr. NIMMO: Badly, too. During certain
hours of the day trolleybusses and trams

cannot carry the load required of them, but
between nine o'clock and three o’elock they
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carry on an average only a quarter load.
The time has arrived when the system
should be brought up to such a cOndltlon as
-to warrant cheaper fares.

Hon. A. H, Panton: Fares have just gone
up. "

Mr. NIMMO: I do not care whether they
bave or not. Putting up the fares will not
bring in additional revenue. The more fares
are increased—

Hon. A. . Panton: Do not get on to
me! I did not put them up. I thought
you might have forgotten.

Mr. NIMMO: The more fares are in-
creased, the less people will travel. What
is needed is something that will induce them
to travel more.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not speak too
loudly or you will wake up the Minister for
Trensport!

Mr. NIMMO: Giving them weekly or fort-
nightly tickets at a lower fare when travel-
ling between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., would en-
courage them to travel more. I would
strongly recommend the Minister to try to
do something along those lines. A plan that
was tried out some time ago, I think, was
the provision of lunch hour trams. One
used to run to Colin-strect. I do not see
why that should not he done again, Suech
a tram would leave the eity at three minutes
past one and travel non-stop for the first
mile, I think the revenue of the Tranrway
Department would be increased if that plan
were put into operation with trams, trolley-
busses and busses so that people would be
able to go home for lunch.

Mr. Styants: How are you going to side-
track the other trams ahesd?

Mr. NIMMO: It has been tried out in
other States and has been a suecess.

Mr. Styanis: It would not work here.

Mr. NIMMO: I would like to toueh on
tobacco rationing, which was mentioned by
the member for Collie. I happened to be
in a store and heard the proprietor say,
“We get very little tobacco. It is worth
about £11 a month. I have just heen out
and bought a carton of cigarettes.” I asked
him where he got the earton and he said,
“At one of the tearooms. They get more
than T do.” He is a returned man and has
to go out and buy cartons of cigarettes
from people who sheuld not have a ration.
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Mr. Grahem: Where is this restanrant?

Mr. NIMMO: If the bon. member wants
a carton I will get it for him. I propese
to leave the remainder of my remarks until
we. reach the departmental Estimates; but
1 would impress on the Government that it
should give a lot of consideration to lifting
permits from homes of up to 1,000 or 1,200
square feet, and make people live in those
homes. By doing that; we wonld not have
week-end places being built. I would also
stress the need for some control being exer-
cised over prices. I would not like o see
them increased to the extent that they have
risen in the Eastern States, where a lot
more is being paid than is the case in West-
ern Australia.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . . ‘e 16
Noes .. - .. e 25
‘ —
Majority against .. . 9
AYES,
Mr. Brady Mr. Nesdham
Mr. Coverlay Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Graham Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hawke Mr, Styanis
Mr. Kelly Mr. Tonkin
Mr, Moy Mr. Wige
Mr, McCulloch Mr. Rodoreda
(Teller.)
Nozs.
Mr. Abbott Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ackland r. Nimmp
Mr. Bovell Myr. North
Mrs. Oardell-Qliver My, Perkina
Mr. Cornell Mr. Read
Mr. Doney Mr, Beward
Mr. Grayden Mr. SBhearn
Mr. Hall Mr., Thorn
Mr. Leaslia Mr. Watts
Mr. Mann Mr, Wild
Mr. McTDonnld Mr. Yates
Mr. MceLarty Mr. Brand
Alr. Murray (Telicr.)

Motion thus negatived.

HON. A. H PANTON (Leederville)
[11.9]: As the years go by and the Esti-
mates are brought forward, it is always
particularly interesting—to me, anyway. 1
have been especially interested in this Par-
liament. It is always more fascinating
when & new Parliament meets end partieu-
larly when there has been & change of
Goeernment. Ope beging to wonder what
ihe new members will be like and whether
they will be good mates or otherwise. I
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have happy recolleetions of the Premier
atiending a social—I think it was a vie-
tory sopial—at Wembley. He made some
very good remarks there, as I would expeet
kim to do, and spoke about the fine young
men eéoning in on this occasion on the (ov-
ernment side. This was at a social fune-
tion for the member for Mt. Hawthorn,
and he referred to him particularly as a
young man. Soon after, the hon. member
became a grandfather, and I wondered
whether he had started young, or what had
happened. I had not met him then. 1
thought the Premier was a good judge of
the age of a young man, yet five days after
these remarks were made, the member for
Mt. Hawthorn became a grandfather, Well,
that is just by the way.

I became particularly interested in the
baby of the House—the member for Middle
Swan. When I learn of a 26-year-old com.
ing into Parliament, my mind goes back t¢
other young men who have entered Parlia
ment. He torned ont just what I expectel
—a hot-headed, impetuous youth, Evi
dently the environment here does not suil
him, ag he has deecided to go on a little fur
ther. I turn now to another side of the
House, where the members are a littl
older, I will leave out the member fo
Geraldton. We do hot expect anything
better from him because he was badl
trained, being in the Legislative Counei
for many years. If he were in his seat, h
might say that I was onece in the Council my.
self. Well, T was, but only for two year
end 10 months—not long enough to becom¢
spoilt.

I was particularly interested in the mem
ber for Irwin-Moore. To me, he is th
raost interesting man who has come intc
this Chamber. When I saw him, with hi:
fine physique, I made a few inquiries anc
learned that he was & prosperous and sme
cessful farmer who had been chairman o
his road board for many years. He wa
& sort of Pooh Bah in his own distriet. T
me he seemed to be a kind of raging lion
and I thought we would hesr from him al
right. Sure enocugh, we did. Only a fev
nights ago, he took it upon himself to lee
ture this side of the House. He leeture
the member for Fremantle, he lectured th
member for Marchison, he had a few word:
to say about the member for Kalgoorlie
end the Leader of the Opposition. Tnei
dentally, none of them was in the Hous
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when he spoke, I think, in reply to an
interjection, he said he did not know they
were not in the Chamber. Possibly he did
not, but I do not know that he was forced
to get up and speak while they were absent.
I was rather interested in his remarks about
them, so I thought I would look up some
of* his past career.

I turned up ‘‘Hansard’’ of 1947 where,
in almost the first speech he made, he took
upon himself the duty of speaking severely
abhout some people, sehool teachers and
people at the University, who were not
members of this HHonse. Personally T have
always depreeated slandering, if thai is
the term, or at any rate speaking deroga-
forily about people who are not here, beeause
they have no eaqme-back. Ministers and mem-
bers are §sed to taking what is given, and
they ean return it. I have not seen many
who cannot. I admit the Minister for Hous-
ing does not give back much cheek. He sits
in his seat, and his bottom lip becomes more
prominent, which is a sign that he is get-
ting a hit more angry. But as a rule mem-
bers can take their own part, but not, those

outside. The member for Irwm-Moore, on
that oceasion, dealt severely with the
teachers. The Minister for Education,

rightly in my opinion—I think Ministers are
always justified if they have a reasonable
case in defending the members of the staffs
of their departments—defended his staff
manfully and spoke in no uncertain langu-
age to the member for Irwin-Moore. The
hon. member, being a bit of a lion in his
own country, came back and had something
to say to the Minister. This is what he said
in 1847— _

That came from a leader to his newest re-
cruit. Even if anyone thought that I was
wrong in making those statements, T think the
right course to adopt would have been to tell
me quictly, and not de so in front of members
of this Chamber.

One ean imagine where that came from.
He had been used to being in the Army
where it was infra dig. for an officer to tell
his sergeant off before his men. On this
occasion, the officer told off his sergeant-
major in front of members. The hon. mem-
ber went on to say—

T kmow that we are not permitted to make
a wager in this House, but a man who could
make statements of that sort could mever have
eaptained a soecessful sporting team, at any
rate.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That puzzled me for a little while. T tried
to fathom out what was so essential in the
captain of a sueccessful sporting team.
Notwithstanding that the member for Irwin-
Moore had deplored the attitude of the Min-
ister for Eduecation in speaking as he did
to him before members, he got up here and
said something of the same sort. Evidently
what was not good for the goose was good
for the gander on this occasion. I think all
members Tecall what happened. TEvidently
the Minister took to heart what had been
stated about saying things in front of the
rest of members, as he quietly left his seat
and went over to the member for Irwin-
Moore, where he whispered something in the
bon. member's little pink ear, and they both
went outside; and I expected some shatter-
ing outcome when those two' burly men left.
I think all members took an interest in the
show that night and noficed the chastened
manner jn which the member for Irwin-
Moore returned. The incident would have
been all right had it finished there, but it
did not. ;T do not know what the Minister
for Edueahon said, but knowing him ag I
do, I can imagine what it was. The first
thing next day, the member for Irwin-Moore
canght the Speaker’s eye. He rose in his

place and said—

I wish to make a personal explanation. Cer-
tain personal references made by me last even-
ing concerning the Minister for Education
were made, I find, under a misapprehension
regarding certain of the facts. I desire to
withdraw seeh personal references although I
do net in any way modify the views I ex-
pressed in connection with the subject under
discussion at the time; namely, communism.

I suggest that, having gone that far, the
manly thing for the member for Irwin-Moore
to do was to withdraw all his references to
the school-teachers and University professors,
but he stuck to his guns there, because they
could not take him outside and have a guiet
talk to him. A few nighis ago the hon.

- member lectured members, and particularly

those who were not here. Although they
were not in their places it might interest the
hon. member to hear where they were. The
member for Fremantle left early to fake his
sun to hospital. The member for Murchigon
was sick in bed that night and' iz still in
that cordition, while the member for Kal-
goorlie was in Kalgoorlie, where there was o
show being held, just as the member for
Irwin-Moore would be in his electorate, in
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similar cireumstances. I take no responsi-
bility for stating where the Leader of
the Opposition was. I understand "he was

. not in the House and probably he was away

getting some more mischievous ideas for
members to embarrass the Government with.

If the member for Irwin-Moore wishes to
lecture members on this side, on what he eon-
siders to be their shorteomings or the way
in which they should conduet themselves, he
must be prepared, in turn, fo take it. Mem-
bers on this side of the House were brought
up in & pretty hard school. They were not
successful farmers or ramping lions in their
own districts. They were kicked from pillar
to post on the way here and are always
ready to give just as good as they take.
With the best intentions in the world I warn
the hon, member that, if in future he wishes
to raise the fighting spirit, the best way will
be to tackle someone on this side of the
House, in which ease I assure him he will re-
ceive all he desires. This being the last
session, extending over nearly two years—

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: In two parts.
Hon. A. BR. G. Hawke: In 1% parts.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: If members divide
25 by three they ean work out for them-
selves roughly how many last sessions I
have seen. The last sessions of Parliaments
have always been interesting, as they have
been just befure elections. On this occasion
there are two elections in which we are
interested, one of them evidently to be held
in December, while the Premicr has not yet
told us when he intends to hold the other
one,

The Minister for Lands: What did the
Prime Minister tell you the other day?

‘Hon. A. H. PANTON: Just as much
as the Premier has told us—nothing. The
Prime Minister has been sufficiently long
in this world not to tell to any large gather-
ing anything that he does nmot wish to get
abroad. The session preceding an election
is always filled with propaganda and on this
oceasion we are meeting propaganda in the
House, over the wireless, in the Press and
everywhere elge, and some of it is preity
fieree. Although you have not been in this
Parliament as long as have some members,
Mr. Chairmen, you have been associated with
public life sufficiently long to know that the
propaganda that takes place before an elee-
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tion does not always work out as it is in-

* tended to. There have heen some interesting
episodes in Australian polities in that re-
gard.

In 1911—this may give the Premier some-
thing to think about—the Wilson Govern-
ment hronght down a Redistribution of
Seats Bill. An election was fought on that
Bill, which was known as “The Jerrymander-
ing Eill,” and the Wilson Government got
a tremendous hiding. In 1930 the Collier
Government brought down a Redistribution
of Seats Bill and, although the election was
not fought on -that Bill, that Government
received a hiding. Now we have had an-
other Redistribution of Seats Bill for the
next election. I have been long enough in
publiz life to know better than to prognosti-
cate what will happen at any election, but
can recall that in 1917 one of the bitterest
election fights that ever took place in Aus-
tralia was waged over the conscription issue.

At that stage the Labour Party--I be-
lieve there was some justification for it—
was given eredit for being anti-conscription-
ist, while its opponents were the conserip-
tionists. It split the Labour Party almost
asunder. The Commonwealth Government
went to the country on that issue in 1917
and, while the conseriptionists were badly
beaten the anti-conscriptionists were elected.
1t is hard fo tell what the electors are going
to do. There was a similar episode in 1933
when the Mitchell Government went to the
country and had a referendum on the seces-
sion question. At that time we, on this side
of the House, were branded as unificationists
and as people who were not very nice to
know. We went to the country and on the
same day as the election was held there was
a referendum on the secession question. The
secessionists won by a huge majority but
the alleged unifieationists were elected as a
Government.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed,

Hon. A. H, PANTON: I was saying that
in 1917 the election -caused a disaster in
the Labour movement. As a matter of fact,
Sir Joseph Cook is reported to have stated
that the sun had set for ever on the Lab-
our Party. I freely admit that he had some
justification for that statement because it
certainly looked like it. Just prior to the
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eonseription disaster—and that is what I
call it-——there was a Labour Government in
the Federal House and in each of the States
with the exception of Victoria. Within
two years of the conseription issue there
was only one Labour Government and that
was in Queensland. Although the sun had
apparently set oh the Labour Party for
ever, well within a quarter of & century
every State, with the exception of South
Anstralia had the Labour Party in office.
Labour was alse in control in the Common-
wealth, T mention these things to show that
the Labour Party has its ups and downs.
However, I am pleased to say that during
the last few years there have been more ups
than downs.

Undoubtedly the next election will be
fought on three items. Those items will be
communism, soeialism and banking. Bank-
ing is rather a new one, I will admit, but
socialism and communism—particularly
socialism—have been faced by the Labour
Party ever since George Reid introduced the
sociglistic tiger in New South Wales when
I was a very small boy. We have been
fighting it ever since and we will go on
fighting it. 1 never make any apology for
that because if the Lahour Party does not
stand for socialism, then it does not stand
for anything. We will go on fighting for
it becanse we believe, rightly or wrongly,
that socialism is in the best interests of the
people and ihe workers. So far as I am
concerned, and so far as the Labour Party
generally is concerned, we have no reason
to apologise for our platform.

The mere faect that we have had a Com-
monwealth Labour Government in office for
some time is something of which we can be
prond. That Government assumed office
just after the war started and today Aus-
tralia is in a more prosperous position than
it has even been. T am getting to be a
pretty old man—I know I look old and
decrepit—but I have taken, an active part
in publie life and I do not think any mem-
ber of this House has ever known the day
when there have been more jobs vacant
than there are people to fill them. Evidence
of our prosperity is borne out by the Sav-
ings Bank accounts and the farmers and
everyhody else are enjoying good times.

After all, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is the one which governs Australia.
The Premier knows that only toc well. He

{ASSEMBIY.]

comes back from Canberra with & genial
smile and a pocketful of money—almost
enongh to warrant an escort. The Com-
monwealth Government is the one that gov-
erns Australia and it always will be be-
cause it ig the one that has the banking
acconnt and therefore must of necessity
govern Australia, So I say that the pros-
perity we now find in Australia is
nothing to be ashamed of. I now wish to
say a few words to the Minister for Health,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Give it to him!

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I do not want to
hurt him too much, although he should be
fairly strong because he has had a pretty
good sleep. I am not very happy about
the position of hospitals in this State. Over
the last two years—and I do not pick two
years hecause we are on this side of the
House—there has been considerable agita-
tion, partieularly in and around Perth, for
more hospitalisation. That has been
brought about by the closure of private
hospitals. It is interesting to ask ourselves
what are the reasons for these closures.
We see reports in the paper every now
and again, One matron will say that she
has elosed up her hospital, or is about to
do so, because she is unable to get staff.
Another one will sagy—and this applies par-
tienlarly to Lucknow—that she just cannot
make it pay and the Prices Commissioner
will not give her an opportunity to raise
the prices.

The Attorney General: I do not think
that is quite right. .

Hon. A, H. PANTON: That is what she
is reported to have =aid.

The Attorney General: Did she tell you
that?

Hon. A. H. PARTON: No, that is what
I read in the paper. She is reported to have
said that, '

The Attorney General: That is not eor-
rect. )

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I bave not met the
matron.

The Attorney General: Then that is all
right. '

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am not as lncky
as the Minister in that regard. I have
not the taking way that he has with the
ladies.

The Minister for Lands: You do not miss
many. )
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Hon. A. H. PANTON: That is not the
Minister’s fault. I am simply saying that
the matron of Lucknow said that she could
not make it pay. Is that correct?

The Attorney General: 1 have never
seen that statement published.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Then the Minis-
ter does not read the paper. The Prices
Commissioner was' brought into it and the
Minister should know these things beeanse
be had as much to do with it as anyhody.
I am positive that my statement is eorrect
because the next thing that occurred was a
report in the paper stating that the member
for Canning had received a letter from a
sister who said that she and two other
nurses were prepared to come over and
conduet Lucknow hospital. She said that
they thought they ought to get the basie
wage plus a margin. I agree with that too.
These things were reported in ¥ The West
Australian” and they must be correet.

The Attorney General: I think the real
reason for the Lucknow business was that
the owner of the hospital wants to sell it.

Hon. A, H. PANTOX: That iz not what
was stated in the Press. If that is so, why
did the Mayor of Claremont, and the rest of
them, bombard the Minister for Health in
an endeavour to get him to provide a sub-
zidy to start the hospital going again.

The Attorney General: They did not

bombard me for a subsidy.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: In that case “The
West Australian” is not as good a paper as
I thought it was, and I will not take any
notice of it in future. However, whatever
is wrong with Lucknow, the matron wants
to close up, and there js no argument about
that. That hospita] is only one of many,
When I was Minister for Health, and when
my colleagne was Minister for Health after
me, the Minister for Housing had one or
two things to say. He said that if we would
only pay proper salaries and give decent
hours we wonld not be short of nurses. T
took over the Department of Health in 1938
and I then had six years of war to contend
with, A tremendous number wf qualified
nurses joined the Armed Forces and a large
number of eligible girls, who would prob-
ably have made zood nurses, joined other
sections of the women’s services, That is
why there was a dearth of nurses in those
times. However, those days have gone,

.
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In 1935 the norses forrued a union and
berame registered. A Labour man took a
case to the Arbitration Court and the union
bas been particularly busy, like every other
organisation in these times, and with in-
creases in the basic wage, their wages com-
pare favourably with any other section of
women workers. Therefore, that cannot be
the reason for the present shortage of nurses.
It would be interesting to know why there
is such a dearth of nurses and why there
are more hospitals closing now than before.
It would also be interesting to know--I ap-
peal to the Minister for Education to assist
me in this because he generally has all sueh
information at his fingertips—how many
hospitals have been built during the past
two and 2 half years. I would like the Min-
ister for Health to reply fo my remarks
when he is dealing with his departmental
Eslimates, and T will look forward to that.
Having heard what I have to say he will
not have to deal again with the points T am
making. )

For quite a long time there was an excel-
lent cotnmittee working in this State com-
prised of three cminent medical men, the
Under Treasurer, the Under Seerctary for
Health and last, but not least, myself as
chairman. The members of that committee
travelled the State in an investigation of
the question of rTegional hospitals. We went
to Bunbury and the mayor there told us
he wanted a 150 bhed hospital, We also went
to Geraldton, Albany and many other
places, We discussed the subject with
municipal eouncils and other organisations
and brought down a report which I suggest
is worth studying. In addition to that report,
wken Col. Le Souef, who had been a pris-
oner of war afiter serving gallantly in Crete
and later in the prisoner-of-war camps, was
about to he repatriated, we sent word re-
questing him to delay his immediate home-
coming and provided him with £1,000 ex-
penses to travel wherever he thought fit in
order to bring back a report to this State
as to what he saw of hospitalisation and
nursing methods followed in .other coun-
tries.

I remember the then Minister for Health,
the member for Kanowna, telephoning me
from the Crown Law Depariment to come
to his office and when I arrived there I
found Col. Le Souef with a multitude of
books and the most comprehensive report
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ever sobmitted by anyone in Western Aus-
tralin to that date. I do not know what has
become of it or whether it has been stndied
by the Minister or anyone else.

The Attorney General: I have read it.

Hon. A. H. PANTOX: In that event the
Minister must have a lot of time on his
hands. The only reason I mentioned this
teport was that only reeently the Hon. Dr.
Hislop moved a motion for the appointment
of a Royal Commission to investigate the
hospital position in this State. He wen?
to Gernldton and made a statement to the
newspaper there. One cannot blame Dr.
Hislop for that because I know he is very
keen on that sabject, but whatever iz done
must be aceording to the doctor’s own ideas
and no-one else’s. I suggest to the Minister
that he does not take too much notice of what
Dr. Hislop says because he has been to
America and has based his ideas and argu-
ments on the American pattern, Surely no-
one with 4 knowledge of the guestion would
»ay that Thospital conditions in the
two counfries can be compared. With what
I know of the skyscrapers in that country
there would be as many people in one of
them as there are in the whole of Perth.

Certainly there are over 120,000,000 people
in American as against our small population
spread all over Western Aunstralia, and the
doctor is imbued with wonderful ideas as
to what we should do here based on
Ametirgn lines. After reading his speech to
ascertain whether he had said what he had
said before, I found there wag very little
new matter contained in it, However, a few
days later T picked up a copy of “The West
Australinn”—and I hope this is a correct
report beeause it is reputed to have been
issued by the Minister himself—and an ar-
ticte in it showed this—

Government to Appoint Health Council.

The intention of the Government to appoint
a health council of ten (eight of whom will be
nominated from the practising medical profes-
sion in the 8tate) was announced last night by
the Minister for Health (Mr. Abbott),

I hope the Minister will not deny that, The
report then goes on to say—

Mr. Abbott szid that the Government had
for some time been formulating a plan’ to
bring about closer liaison between the Govern-
ment and the medieal profession. With that in
view, an approach had been made to the State
branch of - the British Medical Association
which had expressed its willingness to cooper-
ate.

[ASSEMBLY.]

¥Further on it said thiz—
The function of the council, which wonld

. come under the Minister, would be to consider

all health and medical problems with & view
to formulating and submitting medical policy
to the Government, relating in particular to
the preparation of legislation under the Hos-
pital Act to regulate the management of pub-
lic hospitals and the conditions of medical
nursing practices therein; the preparation of
health legislation designeqd to implement its
policy throughout the State and in local auth-
ority areas; the education of loeal authorities
and the public in hygiene and preventative
medicine; the collection and study of all health
and medjcal information and the issuing of
any recommendations arising therefrom; the
standard of equipment to be provided in the
public hospitals; and the edueation ahd train-
ing standard required for any of the anmcillary
professions which have no statutory registra-
tion hoard.

Mr. Ahbott said that he considered the move
a great advance towards the attainment of
better health in the community and treatment
for those who had the misfortune to be sick.
The Government greatly appreciated the will-
ing cooperation which the medical profession
had given in joining with it in the effori to
improve health and hospital conditions in
Western Australia.

So we are to have a hesalth council con-
sisting of eight practising medical practi-
tioners, the Commissioner of Public Health
and the municipalities are to have one repre-
sentative, That is, there are to be nine medi-
cal men and one layman who are to formu-
late all those matters for the Minister as
a general function. That is so much
bunkum.

The Attorney General: Do you not be-
lieve that close liaison should be maintained
between the public and the members of the:
medieal profession?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Yes, and so does
the Federal Minister for Health. 1 ven-
ture to say that if elose liaison between

" the medical profession and the public wera:

achieved he would be extremely pleased.
I tell the Minister quite respectfully that
it he is expecting anything from the medi-
cal profession as a result of the formation
of that council, then we -are never going
to obtain any hospitals because if T know
anything abont anyone or any section of
the community it is that ‘section compris-
ing the medical profession. I spent eight
vears among them and I made it my busi-
ness to study them as much ag T eould, and'
there is one thing abont them and that i
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they are always satisfied with the best.
That is why the Royal Perth Hospital cost
a considerable amount more than was in-
tended.

Although I freely admit that the war was
the cause of the increased cost of materials
which assisted to increase the total cost,
the doetors everlastingly wanted this, that
and the other incorporaied in the building.
I warn the Treasurer, if he i3 unfortunate
enough to be in the same position next
year, to keep an extremely tight rein on
this hezlth couneil otherwise it will eost
& tremendous amount of money for liftle
benefit in return. As a matter of faect,
I am safe in saying that there is no section
of the community more busy than the medi-
cal profession. If one were to ring up half
a dozen doctors, one would probably not
get a siogle response. They are all busy;
there is no doubt about that. 'There are
not enongh doctors to cope with the re-
quirements of the metropolitan area, let
alone the country distriets as well, and yet
we are to have this health ecouneil set up
with eight medical men on it, ineluding
the Commissioner of Public Health. That
officer has nothing to do; be is not a busy
man—why, he is as busy as anyone elsg
in Western Aunstralia! The proposed coun-
cil is to consist of nine medical men with
one poor unfortunate layman who will have
to sit listening to medieal jargon that he
will not understand at all. That is the
body that will do all these things that the
Minister referred to in his Press state-
ment. In my opinion, it is just—I do not
want to be rude—too silly for words, and
that it what it will prove itself to be in
the finish.

I do not want to be misunderstood with
regard to my references to the medieal pro-
fession. During the time the old Perth Hos-
pital was conducted by an honorary medi-
cal staff, there were as many as 91 doctors
working there and they did over 5,000
major operations a year free of eharge.
They did a wonderful job. That does not
alter the fact that the Minister’s proposed
eouneil is not the place for them. I have
in mind two reports in particular, the one
submitted by Dr. Le Souef and the other
submitted by Dr. Meucke, Mr. Clark and
Dr. Henzell. The three last mentioned
medieal men were appointed as s eommit-
tee and travelled to various places, taking
evidence that enabled them to prepare an
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excellent report. Why must there be an-
other medieal council set np? The people
are not asking for that. What they want
are hospitals. We promised to erect &
regional hospital at Geraldton. The insti-
tution there should be pulled down. The
Labour Government went to the extent of
investigating sites with the object of re-
buildipg the hospital.

I read the history of the hospital at Bun-
bury, where the building was erected in
1892: At that time is was declared to
be the most up-to-date institution in the
Commonwealth, but today, owing to the
ravages of time, it i3 probably one of the
worst. Nothing has been done with a view
to providing an up-to-date hospital there.
Albany is in much the same position. I
have noticed very little, if any, disagreement
on the question of regional hospitals, pro-
vided ibey are established at strategic points
and that the smaller hospitals are not dis-
pensed with., The other night some member
spoke about the necessity of having mater-
nity hospitals built in various places instead
of having one big institution. That was
always the intention. The slogan of the
medical committee I have referred to—we
agreed with it—was to take -the maternity
hospital to the mothers and not the mothers
to the maternity hospital. That was the
whole idea, apart, of course, from the King
Edward Memorial Hospital for Women,
which is in a position similar to that of the
Royal Perth Hospital. They are institutions
where diagnostic work can be dealt with and
specialist treatment provided. The King
Edward Memorial Hospital is the place
where prematurely born babies can be
bhandied best,

The general idea of the committee was
to bring maternity hospitals in the country
districts up to date, and that was regarded
as essential. T suggest to the Minister that
he forget all about this proposal to create
a health council. T warn him about what
is likely to happen. T say it with all due
respect to Dr. Gordon Hislop. 1 am quite
friendly with him; I like him; he is an
excellent chap. On the other hand, be is
like the rest of us and has his disabilities,
one of which is that whatever it is, it has
to be what Dr. Gordon Hislop wants, or it
is nothing at all. Everyone knows that. If
Dr. Gordon Hislop is to be a member
of the health council, and it does not
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.report as he desires, then he will move
for another Roval Commission. If the coun-
il is to report, Dr. Gordon Hislop will
write the report, and if it is not accepted
by the council, the set-up will be no good at
al. I warn the Minister about this man as I
know him, although, as I say, I am very
friendly with him. I repeat that the people
of this State do not want a health council
but require hospitals. If the Minister intends
to provide them, he should appoint a com-
mittee that will be able to inform the Govern-
ment, or this House, how more materials and
men can be made available for the erection
-of buildings.

The Attorney General: I agree with that.

Hon. A. H PANTON: The Premier

knows where to get money and as much as
he wants, He only has to go to Uncle Ben.

The Attorney General: The hospital
trouble is due to lack of materials.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: That has always
heen the position, but when the Labour
“Government was in office it was not given
<eredit for that. I do not want to deal with
.what was said or done in the past; T am
concerned about the position today. I tell
the Minister for Housing, with all the know-
ledge he now possesses regarding the supply
of timber, bricks, cement and so on, that if
le can get a committee of experts together
to tell him how to improve the outpuf of
‘materials for building purposes, then we shall
‘have the hospitals. If the Government pro-
vides hospitals with adequate diagnostic re-
sources together with the orthopzedie, patho-
logical and other departments, it will get
the speecialists that are required. As a mat-
ter of fact, all the specialists are in Perth
because, under existing ecircumstances there
" is only one hospital where they can do any
effective work. These institutions must be
ereeied at stratepic pomis. With the ad-
vanfage of air transport, there is no neces-
sity to go further afield than Geraldton for
the establishment of a regional hospital, be-
cause any patient requiring a major opera-
tion could be flown there from any part
of the State in a matter of a few hours.

I trust the Minister will give the whole
‘matter further consideration. I go further
and say that, with regard to the medieal
reports T referred to earlier, no-one, nof
even the Minister, could absorb all their
contents and attend to his other duties
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adequately. I suggest that the Government
should get hold of one, two or three men,
preferably one man—I confess I have not
one in mind, but I have no doubt one eould
be found in Western Australia—whose duty
it would be to go throngh the reports, pick
the eyes out &f them and submit another
report summarising the whole position, and
then, with the limited men and matertals
available, a start could be made.

The Attorney Genersl: We know that
regional hospitals have to be built, and that
is the main recommendation in the report.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Which reportt

The Attorney General:
ferred to.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That is so. I am
not worrying about it because I had some-
thing to do with that report, On the other’
hand, I know there is a clamour for the
erection of a hospital in South Perth and
the same applies to Midland Junction and
other places. T thiak it was a member of
the South Perth Road Board who told me
that it was intended to build a 40-bed com-
munity hospital there.

Mr. Yates: No, a 20-bed hospital.

Mr. Reynolds: It would involve a finan-
einl loss from the start.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: T think I read in
the Press that Midland Junetion wants a
60-bed hospital. I am wondering whether
these people have any idea what it costs to
build a hospital. A hospital—one worth
building at all—will cost anvthing between
£1,500 and £2,000 a bed. That sounds an
extravagant statement, but we were on the
job in 1942 and the cost was then estimated
at £1,000 to £1,100 per bed, without all the
necessary appurtenances essential to a flrst-
elass hospital.

The Premier: I thought that the estimate
of your committee was £1,500 a bed.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That was for a
regional hospital, whieh must be supplied
with a first-class x-ray plant and be fitted
up for orthopedie surgery and so on. A
hospital must have an x-ray plant if it is
to be of any use at all; every doctor re-
quires one. 1 venture to say that at pre-
sent priees a hospital of 20 beds would cost
up to £40.000 to build, and then there would
be maintenance to pay.

The one you re-
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The Premier: I do not think that sum
would cover it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am making &
conservative estimate.

The Premier: You are.
The Attorney General: That is so.

Hoo. A. H. PANTOXN : If that is so, how
in the name of goodness ean a suburb like
Sonth Perth ereet a community hospital?
How is it to find all that money? Will it
make a start and then throw the scheme
into the Minister’s lap and say, “We have
made a start’¥

Me. Yates: We will build it and firance
it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Is that so? T ven-
ture to say that the member for Canning,
who is muech younger than I, and will live
~ for a long time, will not see it. He will not
" die young because only the good die young.

Mr. Yates:
about it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON : I shall not worry
about it, either. If it is built as a com-
munity hospital—and the people are the
community—and managed by the people,
they will come to realise what the mainten-
ance will cost. I hope they have not the
same notion as the mayor of Bunbury had.
He was a builder. He sat in his chair and
read a long sereed of what he wanted. He
wanted a hospital of 120 beds. T told him
it would cost £120,000 to build and £20,000
a year for maintenance. He laughed and
said, “I am a builder and if I build a new
hospital it will not require a new coat of
paint for five years.” But that would be
renovation, not maintenance, which includes
the feeding of ‘the patients, the salaries of
the nurses and otker staff and so on.

We shall have no worries

The Premier: Our average per bed is 34s.
a day.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: 1 wil] give the
Premier some figures which I obtained while
he was away. Being curious, I asked some
questions and found that in the Royal
Perth Hospital there were 230 public beds
for which the management received only
8s. per day. There were 27 beds in an
intermediate ward and 12 private beds. Foy
the 230 beds no charge was made, but the
hospital received for them B8s. per day. The
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27 beds cost the patients £8 8s. to £10 1is.
per week', less £2 18s. per weck hospital
benefit while the private beds cost £11 1ls.
to £12 12s. a week, less £2 16s. per week
hospital benefit. Never by any stretch of
imagination would anybody think, when we
set ont to build the Royal Perth Hos-
pital, that it wonld be turned into a
private hospital with beds at £12 12s. a
week. I venture to say that if this
is allowed to go on many of the beds
wi'l be occupied to the detriment of the
people who should be using them. I admit
there was a footnote to the answers to my
questions, to the effect that tempor-
arily portion of the intermediate and pri-
vate, wards was being nsed for special pub-
lic ward patients. I also asked what was
the suobsidy paid. 1In 1946-47, it was
£110,172; in 1947-48, £147,423, but in 1948-

" 49, it jomped to £246,234. The cstimated

revenue, provided all the beds were oc-
capied, was £18,000. That is what the com-
munity hospital, referred to by my young
friend opposite, will he up against, I will
supply him with this information and he
can give it to the people who propose to
build that eommunity hospital.

Mr. Yates: You do not know the whole
story of this hospital. It is not going to
bhe 8 general hospital.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: What is it to be?
Mr. Yates: A hospital for urgent cases.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That is good!

Mr. Yates: For cases of tonsilitis and so
oL.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: It is all very well
to say*it is to be a hospital for urgent cases.
A person is just as likely to have appendi-
eitis or some other eomplaint requiring an
immediate operation; and if the hospital is
not ftted with an operating table, shadow-
less lamps and so on, doctors will not go
there to operate. That is all there is about
it. If a hospital is not provided with these
frcilities then it is merely a convaleseent
home. Do not ecall it a hospital., In my
opinion, all cases of sxekness are urgent.
People will not call in a' doctor unless he
is required urgently.

Mr. Yates: The idea is to make it a
quick turnover hospital.
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Hon. A. H, PANTON: I know the quick
turnover there will be! '

Mr. Yates: Are you not happy that we
are trying to do something for the com-
munity?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Yes, I am quite
happy. The hon. member must not tell
my son, who is a member of the road board,
that I am against the proposal. I told
him all about it. What T am opposed to is
leading people astray. The maintenance
cost of such a hospital would be tremen-
tous. However, the hon. member and I
can have that little aside to ourselves. I
would like to know from the Minister for
Health—I do not expect him to tell me
now; I have been a Minister my;self and
I know he has many matters to think about
—whether the people who will oceupy the
39 beds at the Royal Perth Hospital, for
whieh they will be charged £8 Bs. to £12 12s.
a week, will have the right to engage their
own doctor. Under the old honorary staff
system, a patient had to take whatever
doctor was allotted to him. Admittedly,
in the past we had some of our best medi-
cal practitioners on the honorary staff.

Suppose 1 went into the Royal Perth
Hospjtal—there is a nice ward there over-
looking the river that would suit me well
—to have an operation for hernia, could
I engage my own surgeon? If the answer
is in the affirmative, as I think it ought to
be, would I have to pay the same fees as if
I went to St. John of (God or some other
private hospital? It is not natural to
expect a surgeon o operate free on & man
who can pay £12 12s. a week for hospital
accommodation, less the £2 16s. per week
allowed by the Commonwealth (Erovern-
ment. Would thg surgeon I engaged be en-
titled to use the air-conditioned theatre at
the Royal Perth Hospital free of charge,
or is a guinea charged for the“use of the
theatre, the same ns at St. John's and the
Mount? Does he use the x-ray plant and
the rest of the equipment as is the ease in
private hospitals, the patient paying the
cost ?

There are quite a number of things I
want to know akout the Royal Perth Hos-
pital. If T am lucky enough to get in there
T am liable to be charged anything from
eight to 12 guineas per week, less £2 16s.
allowed by the Commonwealth Government,
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Suppose I take my own surgeon, Mr. Ains-
lee—a pretty good surgeon—and he oper-
ates! I naturally expeect to pay him his
35 gunineas or whatever it is. Does he pay
for the use of the wonderful air-conditioned
theatres we have there and the use of the
instruments, or does he take his own equip-
ment? Those are things the people want
to and are entitled to know,

I regret that this hospital is being used
for private and intermediate patients. We
started out with a 500-bed hospital and
some genius said, ‘‘We might as well run
another 30 beds and call them intermediate
and charge £3 or £4 a week for them.?’
That would pot have been so bad; but I
am always suspicions where a board or a
manager of a hospital is econcerned. I
know that Mr. Powell is a good manager
and I have nothing to say against him.
But there is always a tendency for boards
and managers of hospitals to make them
pay. After all, £16,000 out of £246,234 is
not much, and a big deficit is left. There
is thus a tendency to try to balance up the
aceount, and that balancing is likely to be
done to the detriment of the unfortunate
memhers of the public who capnot afford
to pay for accommodation in a private hos-
pital and should be in the Royal Perth
Hospital

The Attorney General: You know that
the design ,provides for some rooms with
private baths.

Hon. A: H. PANTON: T know that the
first design did not provide for private or
intermediate warils.

The Attorney General: The plans were
not altered during the term of this Gov-

.ernment.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The hospital was
practieally finished when this Government
took over. I am not blaming the Govern-
ment. What I am saying is that the original
plans were for a public hospital; but in
time the doctors wanted this and that and
got it. Then it was decided to have inter-
mediate wards. I do not know where that
idea came from. I am not blaming Govern-
ments for that. Al Governments have done
hag been to promise to pay for the institu-
tion. I do not mind these wards provided
they are not established to the detriment of
people unable to pay for accommodation
in private hospitals. These wards fn the
Royal Perth Hospital will he semi-private
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wards. Four of them are done in glass and
are particularly nice, They are far different
from the 32-bed wards of the olden days.
I am making these remarks not from malice
aforethought but with a view to telling the
Mimister what is likely to happen. The pub-
lic hospital is not run by the Minister but
by a board. I am responsible for that, teo,
but I have no regreis. But there is a man.
ager and the tendency is to try to male the
hospital pay.

The Attorney General: Those rooms are
used only for cases for which the facilities
available at the Perth Hospital are required,
which faecilities cannot be obtained in pri-
"vate hospitals.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That is rather an
important statement. I do not want to boom
any hospital, but I venture to say it would
be pretty hard to name any facility that
was lacking at St. John of God Hospital.
I have been there a couple of times because
I could not get into the Royal Perth Hos-
pita] where I would have liked to go. The
St. John of God Hospital has one of the
finest x-ray plants in Western Australia and
practically all the facilities that are re-
quired, though I admit that it has not an
orthopadic department, the same as the
Royal Perth Hospital.

I have said all T have wanted to say for
a long time about hospitals. I hope it will
work out all right, but T am absolutely op-
posed to this health eouncil. I do not know
whether the Minister proposes to make it
an administrative or an advisory council, or
whether he is going to bring down legisla-
tion, If he does, I warn him beforehand that
I will fight it, beeause I do not think it will
work, for the reasong I have given and
which I do not desire to reiterate. Finally,
I say to the member for Irwin-Moore that
when he feels like jumping on this side of
the House again, he had better get his
weight down and be in good fighting nick,
beeause I think the boys on this side have
made up their minds that when they are lee-
tured they are going into the leeturing busi-
ness themselves.

HON. A. A. M. COVERLEY (K:mber-
ley) [1217]: Like most members, I desire
to make a few remarks on the Budget; but
before doing so I want to join in some of
the eriticism voiced on this side of the House

eoncerning the castization by the member:
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for Irwin-Moore. It is probable that T
would not have joined in the debate ¢xeept
for the invifation extended by the member
for Irwin-Moore when he set himself out
to rerd & lecture on parliamentary etiquette.
He introdunced the subject of the rednction
of the freight on catile from the North-
West and left the inference that the deputa-
tion on that matter was introduced by my-
self.

Had the Deputy Premier received the de-
putation without my being present he wounld
probubly have heard a lot more in this
Chamber ahout that partienlar matter of
Government policy than he has heard up
to date. The hon. member also left the in-
fereneae that I strongly supported the depu-
fation. As the member for the district it
was my duty to introduce that deputation,
which I did. But, of course, the member
for Irwin-Moore, in his nswal role of stalk-
ing horse, was putting up a brief which
he did not fully understand and about which
he did not have the full facts, If the hon.
memyer had been in possession of the full
facts he would know that while I whole-
heartedly supported part of that request
made by the deputation, when it came to the
argument in reference to the reduetion of
freight rates on cattle I indicated to the
Minister that that, in my opinion, was &
matter of Government policy, and that if
this Government, as a matter of poliey, had
decided to reduce freight rates on any par-
ticular item, that was no concern of mine.

I made that statement because, when I
was Minister in charge of the State Shipping
Serviee, we revised the whole of the freight
charges for the North-West. As a matter
of policy, to keep prices as low as possible
for the residents of the North-West, we re-
vised the rates on general earpo, efe., but
not on cattle becanse I was of the opinion
that the cattle prices then, together with the
possibility of rising prices, did not justify
a rednction. With the change of Govern-
ment; it was not likely that I would alter
my opinion within six months. That is the
reason why T indicated to the Minister that
while I wholeheartedly supported the appli-
cation of the Pastoralists’ Association to
open up Robbs Jetty or to reduce the rail
charges, I did not altogether agree with the
other contention. The cattle at that time
were being unloaded at Fremantle wharf
and then railed to Robbs Jetty and the
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pastoralisty were charged an exira 2s. per
head as against unloading direet at Robbs
Jetty. I thought it only fair that the Gov-
ernment should open Robbg Jetty or forgo
the extra 2s. I only wish to put the hon. mem-
ber right so that in future he will make sure
of his facts hefore starting to give advice
to members on this side. 1

I agree with the previous speaker who
said that Ministers are able to proteet them-
selves and do not desire any stalking horge
fo put up a fictitious case for them. As a
matter of faet, it is the privilege and right
of any member here to make whatever
eharges he thinks are worthy of being aired
in this Chamber.. Of all members, it is my
opinion that the member for Irwin-Moore
should be the last one to start lecturing or
giving advice on parliamentary etiquette, he-
danse very eerly in his career he coramitted
an unpardonable sin, and then apologised.
I want to know why he has suddenly be-
eonte 5o virtuous, gnd whether he dissociates
himself from members of his own Party
who have actually indulged in plenty of
eriticism in the Commonwealth Parliament
aod in the local Press. He also put in some
considergble time in influencing the Press to
publish his ideas as to- what a happy party
this particular coalition Government is. We
also have some evidence to the effect that
the Qovernment is not such a happy party.
There is the statement made by a member
of the Ministry in the person of the Minis-
ter for Railways; also, an endorsed Liberal
candidate, in the person of the Lord Mayor,
does not appear to be too happy in his
relationship with this Coalition Government.
On the 25th August the Lord Mayor had
this to say—

¢¢ Shilly-shallying '’ by the Government on
the proposal for establishing a ear-parking
area in Perth, was challenged by the Lord
Mayor (Mr. J. Totterdell) yesterday.
Amongst other things, he made this accusa-
tion—

¢¢Mr. Watta’s statement,’’ the Lord Mayor
continued, ‘“is full of half {ruths. This is
most regrettable and will serve no useful pur-
pose in solving this problem.’’

I want to know why the member for Irwin-
Moore has not taken exception to that state-
.ment in the Press. 'Why should he confine
his remarks to what is said by members
here? I do not expect anybody to apolo-
gise on behalf of the Minister; I think he
is quite capable of doing it himself., One
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other cutting to which I desire to draw the
attention of the member for Irwin-Moore
appeared in the “Daily News” of the 8th
December, 1948. This report refers to a
little hit of a squabble between the Country
Party and the Liberal Party in Melbourne.
It is as follows:—

One of the most bitter and fiery seenes ever
witnessed in an Australian Parlisment oceurred
in Melbourne last night in the Victorian Legis-
lative Assembly. It was the first time the As-
sembly had met since the collapse of the
Liberal-Country Party Coalition Government.
Country Party Leader McDonald, who was

Deputy FPremier, deseribed former colleague
Premier Hollway in these words:

‘‘This contemptible political ratbag; the
prinee of appeasera; the king of disruption-
ists; the most irresponsible Premier ever to
struggle across the politieal arena; the arch
disruptionist; the first Premier to wreek his
own Government.'’

That is not a statement by a Labour mem-
ber trying to split a happy Coalition Gov-
ernment, as suggested by the member for
Irwin-Moeore.

The Minister for Housing; It reminds me
of the Lang Labour days in the Common-
wealth Parliament.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Lang at
his best conld not compete with that. I have
a little more if the Minister for Housing
thinks that iz not enough to convince the
member” for Irwin-Moore that those who
live in glass houses should never throw
stones. If the hon. member survives the
next clection, and I hope he does not—

The Minister for Railways: He will,

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: He prob-
ably will. I hope that in futnre he will
consider other people before he starts giv-
ing these lectures and adviee. He wants to
look to home and the members of his own
Party before starting to leecture members
on this side,

{ want now to say one or two words on
the Budget. The Treasurer indicated that
it was necessary to increase revenue by
doing everything possible in that direction.
He gave that as an explanation of the
Government’s action in incremsing fares,
passenger freights, raii freights, shippiog
freights, and so.on. Well, he is the man
at the wheel, and it is his job. TIf in his
opinion it is necessary, and he has the

.courage to do it, this side of the House, 1
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suggest, does not object. What I object to,
however, is the lack of supervision in his
varions Government departments. He per-
mits expenditure by depariments that, in my
opinion, is not warranted. I am also of the
opinion that it is his duty, as Treasurer,
to waich the departments and see that un-
necessary expenditure does not ocf‘?n
will draw his attention to some of the things
that T feel sre unnecessary, and will refer
first to the increase in the expenditure on
the Department of Native Affairs,

Many questions have been asked in this
House regarding incremses in the staff of
that department. The Estimates show that
expenditure in that direction has been
practically doubled. The estimate of ex-
penditure on that department in 1947-48
was £13,072 for salaries and the estimate
for 1948-49 was £17,446, an increase of
some £3,000. The estimate for 1949-50 is
£33,657. From £17,000 the figure has
jumped to £33,000, or nearly double. If
that department was doing a service com-
mensurate with that inerease in expenditure
there would be some excuse for the
Treesurer agreeing to the added eost. There
is also the item dealing with stores, pro-
visions, eclothing and other. matters in-
cidental to promoting the welfare of the
natives. For 1948-49 the figure was £61,233
and for 1949-50 it is £55,567, showing a
debrease of approximately £5,000. While
expenditure on the staff of the department
has practically doubled, the outley for pro-
moting the welfare of the natives has de-
creased by nearly £5,000. -

What has been done for the welfare of
the natives to justify the inecrease in ex-
penditure on staff? The Treasurer will need
to have a reasonable explanation of things
of that sort. The public are told that in-
creases in passenger fares, freights and rail-
way eharges generally are necessery to meet
increasing expenditure, but the taxpayers
will weant to know why such staff increases
as this have taken place and what return
the native population of the State has re-
ceived a5 a result of this policy. Has the
ot of the natives been made easier? Have
they been given extra hospital faecilities,
education, food or elothing supplies and, if
50, where are the items covering those in-
creases?

[56]
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The Minister for Housing: I am glad to
say they have received value.

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: I am .pre-
pared still to differ in opinion from the
Minister. We will eagerly await his ex-
planation. When the individual items are
being discussed I will give members more
information. In spite of the increased ex-
penditure on staff and the decrease in the
item provided for the welfare of the natives,
the Minister has bad savings in other re-
spects—savings that I do not think the
Treasurer has taken inte aceount. I desire
to enter my protest at the eavalier fashion
in which the Treasurer has dealt with this
expenditure. The Mlmster has shed the re-
sponsibility of Munja, amounting to about
£2000 per annum, and of Udialla, which
accounts for another £1,000, and so on.
There are many items on which he has saved
money sinee last year, but the total inerease
in expenditure has been from £80,000 to
£105,000 in the last 12 months. The Commit-
tee is entitled to some explanation of that.
Tke Treasurer hag also come to an ggree-
ment with the Commonwealth Government
regarding the expenditure of £1,500,000 in
the Kimberleys and the Northern Terrifory.

While I know that the majority of that
capital expenditure will be met by the Com-
monweatth, it is natural to expect that the
State Government will also have to meet
some heavy expenditure from its revenue,
being a partner to that agreement. I would
like the Treasurer, when replying, to tell the
Committee how much State money is in-
velved in that venture. T would like to know
what protection the Treasurer is giving
Western Australia for the expenditure by
the State in that regard. I would like him
to explain how this expenditure will achieve
the objectives of which we have read in the
Press. We have been informed by the Press
that the spending of this money will pro-
duee extra beef for Britain, Up to date we
have been told that the money is to be ex-
pended on the building of roads and
bridges.

It would astound me to know that the
building of roads and bridges would pro-
duce extra beef. That is the argument that
has been put up in the Press and the argu-
ment that will be nsed by the Premier, But
to get down to basic faets! I do not think
the Premier desires me to tell him that to
increase the production of beef it is neces-

L]
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sary to begin in the proper way, and to do
that he must start upon the development of
the particular areas where the beef is pro-
dueed. This position is placing the eart be-
fore the horse and I think the Premier
knows that because he has had an extensive
experience in farming and pastoral pur-
suits. Is it fair for him to agree to the heavy
expenditure of money which rightly be-
longg to the taxpayers of this State? He is
the trustee and Treasurer of thiz State, and
surely at this conference he should have
taken up the cudgels on behalf of the tax-
payers of Western Australia and asked
what protection, or what direct or indirect
benefit, the taxpayers of this country will
receive from the expenditure.

The Premier knows that to increase pro-
duction in the cattle industry it is necessary
to develop the pastoral areas first; then the

-roads and bridges can be built afterwards.
In my opinion it will take at least five years
to build these roads and bridges and in the
meantime what is going to happen to the
pastoral areas? What control has the Pre-
mier taken over these areas to make them
introduce a proper husbandry system? The
Premier does not care that mueh! As a pri-
vate member in this House in 1931 he com-
mitted a crime against Western Australia.
He supported a Bill which extended the
pastoral leases for 50 years although they
still had 16 years to go. He voted for a Bill
of that particular type without asking this
House to place any control over the pastor-
alists. Incidentally the Government was of
the same colour as the Government we have
today. It was a coalition (Government with
Nationalist and Country Party members.

The Bill was introduced to extend pas-
toral leases for 50 years, and the argument
put forward was, “How can pastoralists be
expected to develop their holdings unless
they have security of tenure? If you agree
to thiz Bill they will carry on with water
schemes, the planting of grasses, fencing,
and the improvement of stock.” I may read
& page or two from “Hansard” just to re-
fresh the Premier's memory. The Labour
Party was in opposition at that time and
did not weht to do any harm to the pas-
toralists who owned and worked their own
holdings. We requested that the Bill be
referred to a Select Committee, The ap-
pointment of a Select Committee would
have enabled facts and figures to, be ecol-
lated, and it could have placed them bhefore
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this House so that we would have known the
facts. That would bave given members an
idea of what legislation should be placed on
the statute-hook. The then Government, like
the present Government, used a brutal op-
position and refused to allow the Bill to be
plaeed before a Select Committee so that the
eorrect informetion eould be given to this
HonsE.

I do not think it js the duty of any one
particular member to stand up and consider
himself to be an authority on the pastoral
industry and dictate terms to this House
as to what ought to go into a Bill of that
pature. I thought then, and I still think,
that a proper inquiry should have been held
so that Parlinment could have been given
the true information and a proper plan put
before members for a Bill to take some con-
trol and not permit absentee pastoral
holders to earry on as they have been do-
ing. Those people have rnined thig country
in the North. What I said can be read from
“Hansard” and I state now that I do not
eare who owng the country as long as those
concerned are compelled to develop it. It
is a erying shame to see edible grasses being
eaten out and rank grasses prevailing. It ig
wrong to see the ruination that iz taking
place in the Kimberleys and elsewhere,
However, that Bill went through and I say
without fear of contradiction that the absen-
tee owners, in particular, have never spent
£1,000 in developmental work from that day
to this, and they never will,

The Premier: Have not large sums of
money, in recent years, been spent on the
provision of water in the back country onm
many of those places?

Hon. A, A. M. COVERLEY: They are
the private resident owners who have spent
the money. Those men have done their ut-
most to develop their pastoral boldings. It
is the absentee owners who have never spent
a bob and never will and have ruined the
country. The people I refer to are the like
of Bovril, Australian Estates, Vesteys,
and the Australian Investment Ageney.
Those people have never spent any money
on anything. They have not developed their
holdings or even attempted to do so. The
private resident owners of the places such
as MeDonald of Fossil Downs have spent
money to improve their holdings. They have
introduced stud herds and various grasses ag
well as many other improvements, These ab-
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sentee owners should be forced to do these
things. I made these remarks in 1931 ard
the present Premier, in those days sat idly
by and permitted pastoral leases to go on
for another 50 years. It was a ruinous pol-
icy and we have lived to regret il

Kangaroos are ruibing our permanent
water frontages and there has been no at-
tempt by the Government to get rid of them.
The kangaroos are doing as much damage
to the river frontages and permanent water
frontages as are the cattle, if not more so.
All this Government has done is to reduce
the rate for dog scalps and so curtail the
money available to some of the oldtimers
who go dingo scalping. Instead of doing
something for the sheep and catile industry
the Government has deprived these men of
‘he few extra bob they earn.

The Premier: You know why, do you

not?

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: Yes, be-
cause this Government would not have the
courage to increase the vermin tax upon its
own particular friends. That is the reason.

The Premier: No. 7
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes.
The Premier: The Northern Territory—

Hon. A, A. M. COVERLEY : The North-
ern Territory had nothing whatever to do
with it. I realise that the Northern Terri-
tory paid only 7s. 6d. for a sealp bui only
one or two came over from the Northern
Territory to collect the £1 in Western Aus-
tralia. It did not bappen very often, and
not nearly as often as people have advised
this Government. That was so much hooey
and propaganda.

The Premier: We were up for large num-
bers of scalps that came from the Northern
Territory.

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY: We were
not. We paid for a few but only a few. The
Premier cannot tell me that the local poliee
in Hall’s Creek or Wyndham do not know
where a man comes from if he has a hesp
of sealps. One cannot eough twiee in the
street without the police knowing about if.
Daocs the Premier think that the police are
dumb? If they were on his trail he wonld
find they are not too dumb. I want to know
what the Premier is going to do about it?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He will tell you
-‘when he replies to the debate.
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Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY ' I want tc
know what precautions he has taken and
what undertaking he has given to the Prime
Minister that-he will alter the Land Act i
the Commonwealth Government is preparec
to expend this huge amount of money; an¢
what he, the Premier of this State, will dc
to alter the Land Act to ensure that thi:
huge expenditure of money is protected anc
that this wilful waste and ruination of the
country will be sfopped. I want to know
what the Premier intends fo do about it. Ii
the Treasurer at tbat conferemce had ad
vocated the spending of £1,000,000 for the
provision of water supplies and fencing tc
protect the permanent and other wate
frontages when they were put down,
would have agreed with him. If he had ad
vocated the expenditure of £500,000 to des
troy the kangaroos and vermin I would haw
landed him for it; but to permit the expen
diture of this money without control is ti
his diseredit in the same way as when h
supported the measure in 1931. The socone
he takes heed of those remarks, the better
However, he may have some explanation k
give the Chamber in his reply,

The member for Canning put forward :
scheme for the development of a portion of
this vast country. I am sorry I am not abl
to agree with the suggestion he put forward
I have always argued that Kimberley ha:
potentialities for the production ¢f minerals
I4 is the most suitable area in the worlc
for the development of the eaitle and sheep.
raising industries. T disagree with any sug
gestion advanced for a huge agricnltura
scheme in that area. I am not alone in thal
opinion. I onee made a statement that Kim.
berley was such a great country that if on
dropped a 6-inch nail it would grow inkc
a crowhar. That statement was Littde
exaggerated because it does not quite happen
kut T am satisfled that any large agricultara
scheme is not likely to take place for quits
a long time. We already have there stable
grazing and. pastoral industries and thej
should be fostered. I believe we could in
crease the population and the produetior
of eattle and sheep by many fold if the
Government exercised proper econtrol an¢
formulated some appropriate plan of anima
husbandry, and ensured that it. was carrie
out.

I am not concerned whether this is done
5y an ahsentee company or some privadi
company that owns the country., I am con
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cerned to ensure that it is prepared to de-
velop that land. An ezperiment was started
during the regime of the Willeock Govern-
ment to ascertain what grasses and herbage
would respond to irrigation for the henefit
and development of the cattle mdustry All
the tesis that have been made to date in the
growing of cottop, peanuts and rice are so
much waste of time, in my opinion, because
private people have already grown thase
commodities as far as they will grow., In
1924 or 1925 I saw 35 acres under cotton
a short distance from Wyndham; it was a
sight for sore eyes, Fifteen tons of it were
picked off the 35 acres. Three tons were
ruined by heavy dews owing to the lack of
sheds to protect it, and 12 tons were export-
ed and sold in the Middlesex cotton market
and brought 2s. 4d. per Ib., which was the
highest price ever mcewed there for second
grade cotton.

Hon. F. I. 8. Wise: Those were the days
when our beards were black.

Hon. A, A. M. COVERLEY: Bui, the
gentleman who produced that cotton lost
about £80 on the deal, and he had no strikes
or labour costs to.eontend with. He planted
and picked the cotton with the usual native
lahour available, In the next year, in the
same place and in the same area, he was
unsuceessful and he did not get encugh cot-
ton to sew on a trouser butlon beeause he
missed the season. He planted and culti-
vated in the usual way, the rains eame and
the cotton matured; then there was no more
-rain for about six weeks, and the sun
burnt it as black as one’s hat. There was
also a cotton experimental policy imple-
mented at Derby about 1923. The Govern-
ment of the day expended about £30,000
on it

Thé Premier: When was that?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY : About 1923,
I heard all sorts of innuendoes that they
did not culiivate the land properly and sent
up a lot of Pommies. I want to refute that
because I saw the experimental plot, and
I saw the cotton planted and eultivated.
What happened was that shortly after plant-
ing they did not gel any rain, and the sun
germinated the seed and they lost the lot.
They replamted and got about seven inches
of rain, the plot was flooded and the whole
erop was ruined. That is the worst feature
beeanze if one coyld depend on rain at the
right time, one would naturally conclude
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that cotton could be grown successfully in
the Kimberley district. But there is an-
other tragic feature. Throughout that area
is the wild cottonbush to contend with. That
bush is just full of boll weevil. What is
the good of trying to grow cotton com-
mercially until the weevil is exterminated?
I will leave it to the imagination of mem-
bers as to how we can get rid of that weevil
and what expense and trouble that will en.
tail,

If the member for Canning thinks he is
going to establish ihis huge scheme of hig
in two years, he has another think coming.
Our experience with peanuts has been a
long ome, They have been grown by the
Government native station at Munja and it
has prodoced up to 31 tons per annum for
a number of years. They were grown by
a private person named Merry, up to about
12 or 15 tons per yvear and have been grown
by the various missions, the Drysdale and
Port George, and they have all dried up.
Those missions have also grown rice, Private -
stations have attempted to grow peanuts but
have been met with failure and they do not
grow them any more. That is one of the
answers to the proposa] by the member for
Canning. There is also the problem of white
ants, grasshoppers and cockatoos to be over-
come first before such a suggestion can be
#riously considered. He then made the
statement that he had been creditably in-
formed that thie land would grow maize
and other grasses without the need for and
extra cost of super., etc. That has been
proved quite wrong too. The experiments
at the Ord River Settlement have shown
that the natural grasses lack vitamins and
substance. While cattle get fat quickly
on those grasses they lose their eondition
faster. That shows that the grasses have
not sufficient substance to maintain the
stock in good nick. That has been proved
by laboratory tests there, and further tests
are being carried out in the city.

The Premier: Is that the position with
regard to the Mitchell and Flinders
grasses ¥

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: 1 was sar-
prised to be told by the officer in charge
at Ord River that that was the position.
He showed me over the laboratory there
and T saw hundreds of sheaves of natural
grags ready to be sent to the laboratory in
Perth for testing. He had made. certain
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tests on the spot. He said to me, “Which do
you think is the best of the local grasses®’’
I said, ‘‘There is no doubt abount that. The
best are the Mitchell and Flinders grasses,
which stand on their own.”” He replied
that my opinion wag that held by most
of the local people, but that laboratory
tests showed that those grasses lacked
the necessary vitamins essential to keep
stock in good condition. Of the grasses
tested the vitamin contents of those two
partieular types were the lowest. Those
are the grasses that were chosen for feed-
ing to racehorses in the past, and no won-
der I was beaten in my efforts in that direc-
tion!

Those exzperiments have been going on
for a number of years and will have to
continue for some time to come. By that
means we shall commence the development
of the Kimberley areas with a view to fos-
tering the caitle and sheep industries. If
the agrienltural industry is to be estab-
lished there, that end eould be aceomplished
only a long time ahead. Without desiring
to be too diseouraging to the member for
Canning, I will point out to him that all
the efforts by private individuals to pro-
mote agriculture in that part of the State
have failed beeause the natural grasses
have responded very quickly to a drop of
rain, which made them coneclude it was won-
derful country and would grow anything.
Much experimentation must be carried out
before any seheme for settling 1,000 people
there conld be contemplated. That is quite
apart from the disabilities arising from the
natural seasons. In that part of the State
rain falls during two months and the re-
maining 10 months are dry.

I do not know of any erop that a farmer
could grow there in order to support his
wife and family, that could be grown during
a period of two months, not even from the
.pastoral point of view. There may be some
legnmes or herbage that could survive the
dry season, but I do not know of them.
Big irrigation schemes would have to be
established to enable the extra fodder to be
grown that would be necessary if the cattle
industry is to be fostered there. If the
Government adheres to the present experi-
mental plot“at Ord River together with the
big irrigation scheme that is contemplated,
it will proceed on sound lines. If it is
drawn away from that poliey by the
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scientists associated with the C.8.I.R.0. or
by enthusiastic members of Parliament who
desire to establish a name for themselves,
any big migration scheme for the Kimber-
leys is doomed to utter failure.

The member for Canning knows very
little about the subject he dealt with, judg-
ing by the statements he made. He sug-
gested that 1,500 migrants should be sent
up there immediately and he named the area
where they should be established, namely,
from Christmas Creek right down fo the
south side of Fitzroy Crossing. Evidenily he
has no ides of the vast area to which he
referred. What is more, he proposed to fol-
low the water courses to pick out the most
favourable sections of thai huge territory.
I assume that he would leave the rest of it
to “Izzy” Emanuel, who would be very
pleased about that! Most decidedly I can-
not support any proposal of that deserip-
tion because I know it would be foredoomed
to failure.

I notiece that the hon. member suggested
that all materials necessary for building
were available, such as limestone and timber.
I know that a rough survey was made by
a Forests Department offlcer years'ago. He
wag taken to a, tract of timber ecountry
there and he declared that the whole of
the timber could be cut by means of a small
spot mill within a fortnight.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The timber resources
there have been measured.

Hon.. A. A. M. COVERLEY: That was
the opinion of an expert officer. People
travelling through the Kimberleys can see
great distances along the water courses and
note what appear to be huge areas of tim-
ber, but when they pet closer they find there
is really very little timber there. People who
are acrustomed to the forests in the South-
West and elsewhere can easily be deluded by
the spectacle in the Kimberleys into thinking
that there are huge areas of timber that
really do not exist. There is a pine planta-
tion not far from Wyndham. A good many
years ago a private syndicate was formed
with the object of making a lot of money
out of timber in the North. A forests officer
was induced to go there in his private capa-
city with a‘view to starting a mill to ent
pinewood in the Elephant Hili country. He
went there, measured up the timber, allo-
eated the Joadages there and duly returned
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to Perth after a little while. No mill was
ever erected there. That officer also held
the; opinion that the area would be eut out
by a small spot mill in a very short period.

As to any scheme for inereasing beef pro-
duetion in that part of the State, the Pre-
mier should give very close consideration to
such a proposal. We know he cannot coun-
trol the expenditure that goes on in the

-Northern Territory, but the State works

w

under an excellent Land Act and he should
give serions consideration to action under
that hesding before the session ends. Some-
thing hag been said about erosion and that
was quite true. It is getting worse year
by year. Unless some serious attempi is
made immediately to destroy the vermin—
particularly kangarcos—and to see that
either the pastoralists or the Government
take steps to provide water and fencing,
we cannot hope for the suceess of the pro-
posed scheme.

The Premier: I am told that some of the
stations are meking a determined effort te
get rid of the kangaroos.

Hon. A. A. M, COVERLEY: I do not
know of any station, other than KP1 or
Mt. Anderson, that has taken steps to get
rid of the kangaroos, and this effort has
only been made in the last season or so.
When I first went to the North, every
station employed a man at 50s. a week and
keep—the ruling rate at the time—to shoot
hawks and kangaroos and trap dingoes. At
one time there were many old-age pensioners
eamped alongside the Fitzroy River who
were kangarco shooting. There is none
today and consequenily the vermin have had
an open go. They have multiplied to such
an extent that the position is much worse
today than it was 20 years ago.

I hope that the Premier, when replying
to this debate, will give the Committee
some indieation of what he intends to do
for our pastoral areas in the North. Is he
prepared to alter the existing law or to
have &n inguiry made to advise the Gov-
ernment on all matters relating to pastoral
leases¥ Tf so, I would remind him that
we do not want any hole-in-the-corner
method. Further coneessions should not be
given to absentee leaseholders, nor should
the pastoralists be permitted to econtinue
in the ruinous way they have during the
past 40 or 50 years. We would he on safe
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ground in continuing the experimental
station at the Ord River plantation, but
we should drop the idea of growing riee,
cotton and peanuts in that distriet.

The Premier: We should bave both irri-
gated and dry pastures.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes. I was
in the North recently and inspeeted the ex-
perimental area sown to rice. It was cov-
ered in like a bird eage. The area was
fenced with an oval fence and covered in
to keep out the cockatoos and finches. The
finches, however, got through and ate the
rice. Yet this is a proposal which some
members think should encourage migrants
to settle in the North. I do not want any
more failures in the North; we have had
enongh of them and they were the result
of over-enthusiastic people advocating n
policy about something which they did not
understand. The Government itself has
been receiving wrong advice from people
personally interested in the North. I hope
my remarks will be taken into considers-
tion by the Premier, There are one or two
other matters on whick I could touch, but
I shall deal with them on the departmental
Estimates.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1.16 a.m. (Wednesday).

Uegislative Corneil.
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